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Israel issues demolition 
orders for 24 Arab homes 

S ‘jemolition orders 
*his West Bank villace anri^ni?” ^ without pennits in 
property within ^ 

Palestinians said. “TT,e 
and destroy our homes nrh evacuate 

Of the ownere told 

fied. He said tot 20 nf '**®°**“ 

build a bv-oass mnrf*? ™ ™y 

a issoS,sssi™ “ » 
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Saudis pledge $2.4m for 
Palestinian refugee aid 

Dl:B.\l iR) — Saudi .Arabia ha*; decided to donate 
S2.4 nullion to the L'niied Nations Palestinian refugee 
relief agencs. the official Saudi Press Agency iSPA) 
reported Sunday. It said the decision was announced 
in .Amznan at a recent tneetins of donors and govern* 
mems hosting Palestinian refugees. *The donation is 
aimed area.sing the burdens taeing the n.‘lief agency to 
enable it to continue to pro\ ide basic and Iminanitari- 
on services to refugees " SPA quoted the Saudi ambis- 
sador lo Jordan. .Abdullah Ben .Abdul .Aziz SuJairi. 
who announced the donation, as saying. Mr Sudain 
said that since !v>S0. the kingdom had contribuied 
S1.2 million a year to die agency's budget and had 
made oLher contributions loiallinc iniliion since 
1975. 
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Majali to visit 
S^ypt next month 

AMMAN fAFPl — Prime 
Minister .Abdul Salam 
Majali will pay a working 
visit of several days to 
Cairo beginning July 5, an 
official from the Prime 
Minister’s office said. He 
will co-chair with Egyptian 
prime minister Kamai 
Canzuri the annn al meet- 
ing of the joint EgyjHian- 
Jordanian committee, the 
official said. Dr. Majali, 
who became head of the 
Jordanian government in 
March, will also pay a rwo- 
day working visit to the 
United Arab Emirates June 
21 and then bead to Tunisia 
June 25, the official said. 

Prince Abdullah 
calls on Arab Army 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben AI Hussein, 
the Regent, on Monday 
called at the army head- 
quaners. The Regent dis- 
cussed with Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh issues of 
concern to the armed 
forces. Prince Abdullah 
was received by Field Mar- 
shal Kaabneh and senior 
armed forces officers. 

HizboUah kills 
Israeli soldier 
in Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (R) — Islamic 
guerrillas kill^ an Israeli 
soldier and wounded three 
others in a roadside blast in 
south Lebanon, the army 
said on Monday. A tank on 
operational activity near 
Beit Yahoun in the eastern 
sector of Israel's south 
Lebanon occupation zone 
set off the roa^ide charge 
late Sunday, an army 
spokesman said. Army cen- 
sors delayed publication of 
the report until Monday. 
"The HizboUah organisa- 
tion claimed responsibility 
for the incident," he said. 
One soldier was seriously 
hurt in the blast, dying in 
hospital later of his 
wounds. Three others suf- 
fered light to modern 
injuries. "TTie cha^e went 
off. The other soldiers and I 
were wounded. We were 
stuck in the tank and the 
evacuation took about two 
hours." one of the wounded 
soldiers told reporters ffom 
his hospital bed. Mean- 
while. a Lebanese civilian 
was wounded on Monday 
in an explosion in the 
Israeli-occupied border 
zone in south Lebanon, the 
radio station of Israel s 
allied South Lebanon 
Army said. Jeije Atiyeh, 
42, was wounded by the 
blast while driving a pick- 
up on a main road on the 
outskirts of the town of 
Jezzine in the border 
enclave, the radio reported. 
It accused guerrillas of the 
“Iranian-Syrian enemy’* of 
carrying out the bombing. 
On Saturday, the IsraeU 
army said guetiUl^ 
wounded one soldier in 
south Lebanon. 

Rocket attack on 
Istanbul police HQ 

ISTANBUL OAFPJ — A 
rocket attack on police 
headquarters in the centre 
of Istanbul caused material 
damay but DO injuries 
Monday, police said. The 
rocket hit offices used by 
the drugs squad in the 
building, the police said. 
Two people were seen run- 
ning off after tiie attack, 
they added. A hand-held 
rocket laancher was found 
during a search of the 
unmadiatg area. No-one 
has claimed jesponsibiliO' 
for the attack. 


U.S. to announce $100 m. 
in additional aid to Jordan 

7r is coincidental that $100 million (allocated by Congress to move embassy to 
Jerusalem) is almost equivalent to the sum total of the aid package promised to 
Jordan, which of course will not go down well at home * — Crown Prince Hassan 



A Palestinian boy is arrested during clashes between Israeli soldiers and Pales- 
tinian youths dunne a third day of clashes in Hebron, .Monday. The Palestinian 
protests have flared-up again ^ter a few months of calm, due to the stalemate 
m Middle East peace negotiations (.AFP photo) 

Palestinians hurl stones at 
Israeli soldiers in Hebron 


Special firom Wa^ungton 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan met 
yesterday with U.S. Vice- 
President Al Gore on the 
first day of a working visit 
during which President Bill 
Clinron uill announce an 
additional aid package to 
Jordan w'orth SlOO miUion. 

The package, details of 
which will be discussed 
over the next several days, 
will be unveiled at a meet- 
ing the Crown Prince will 
have with President Clin- 
ton today. 

Prince Hassan's talks 
with the jnesident will also 
cover the Midde East 
peace process and the situa- 
tion in the region in gener- 
al. U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Secre- 
tary of Commerce William 
Daley. Acting Secretary of 
Defence John White will be 
among senior administra- 
tion offidals whom the 
Crown Prince will meet 
during bis four-day stay in 
Washington. 

No official statement was 
issued after the private 
lunch that Mr. and Mrs. 
Gore gave in honour of the 
Crown Prince and Princess 
Sarvath yesterday, but an 
aide to the Crown Prince 
said that "the vice-presi- 
dent assured His Royal 
Highness that the SlOO i^- 
lion additional aid package 


was American money — an 
American concern." The 
aide added that during his 
meeting with Mr. ClintoQ 
tomorrow, the president 
will discuss w'ith the Crow*n 
Prince a speedy dispersal of 
the pack^e. 

It was also understood 
that their talks covered such 
impof^t issues as the 
American role in attempts 
to revive the stalled negoti- 
ations between the ^es- 
tinians and Israelis, the 
House of RepFeseniati%’es’ 
vote last week to move the 
U.S. embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem. Iraq, regional 
cooperation as well os bilat- 
eral relations. 

Prince Hassan spoke 
about explaining Jordan’s 
position on these issues just 
before his official talks 
started on Monday mom- 
ing. 

Deliveiiog an address at 
the Washington Institute for 
Near East ftlicy (WWEP), 
the Crowm Prince said th^ 
he was "reluctant to advise 
whether American media- 
tion should be upgraded or 
not” TTiat is a strictly 
American concern, he said. 
”Buc what is clear to me Is 
rbai the mectiator's role, 
whatever his rank, is going 
to be limiiftri if the princi- 
pals continue to shun e^b 
other because of political 
pressure to which they 
claim they are being sut^ 


jected. In short, the media- 
tor has to restore a measure 
of trust between the parties, 
and create a great deal of 
goodwill to n^e meaning- 
ful talks possible again.” 
On Jerasalem and Jabal 
Abu Ghneim, the Crown 
Prince said, it would be 
helpful to draw a distinction 
between the requirement of 
housing and the pursuit of 
settlement building and 
expansion in the occupied 
territories. He characterised 
the House of Representa- 
tives' decision on the Holy 
City as "not helpful at this 
time.*’ The resolution, call- 
ing on the administration to 
reaffirm that Jerusalem 
must remain Israel’s undi- 
vided capital and allocate 
funds for the relocation of 
the embassy “is regret- 
table,” he said. “It is a mea- 
sure which is not entirely in 
tune with the effort of 
peace-making.” 

“It is coinddental that 
SlOO millton (which the 
Congress allocated to mov- 
ing me embassy) is almost 
equivalent to the sum total 
of the aid package 
Itromised to Jordan, which 
of course will not go down 
well at home, as you can 
imagioe,” the Crown Prince 
told his audience at the 
institute, which included 
Washington-based ambas- 
sadors. Middle East 
experts and U.S. officials. 


"We are deeply conscimis 
of the positive bipanisun 
role in recognising Jordan's 
contribution (to Um cause of 
peace) and what it will to^ 
to continue to play it.** 

On Iraq. PlWe Hassan 
said, there has been 
"absolutely no change in 
Jordanian policy in inve^- 
ing U.N. resolutions.** 
However, while we are 
irrevocably committed to 
the territorial integrity of 
Iraq as a sovereign indepen- 
dent state within its present 
borders, we believe that a 
change of government in 
that country is the exclusive 
prerogative of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and no one else, espe- 
cially if what is required is 
democratic rule. 

As far as regional cooper- 
ation Is coQc^n^d. the 
Crown Prince called on set- 
ting up a regional body to 
draw up a strategy fer the 
use and conservation of 
water. He warned that there 
will be fears and feei'mgs of 
insecurity for as long as a 
regional vision remained 
absent Alsa in the absence 
of a marshall plan for the 
Middle East, each country 
will try uj jnish the “enve- 
lope of opportunity.'' he 
said. 

The Crown Prince talked 
about the inKinai situation 
in the Kingdom. “Jordon is 

iContmued on page 7) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

JEWISH SETTLERS shoi 
and wounded u Palesriniun 
youth in Gaza on Monday 
during a cla.sh over land 
which Arabs said had 
recently been seized b>’ .set- 
tlers. witnesses said. 

They said an Israeli from 
the Gush Kaiif settlement 
block fired at least three 
shots at three Polesilniun 
journalists who arrived to 
cover a demonstration by 


in 


.Arab landow ners. 

"1 .shouted to the settler in 
Hebrew that we were 
rcporter>. but he cursed al 
us and continued to fire his 
pi.siol. One bullet barely 
mis.sed us." a Reuiei% 
reporter said, describing the 
gunman os a middle-aged 
hitler w ith a grey beard. 

A settler spokesman said 
he knew of no such Inci- 
dent. 

Israeli soldiers later 
arrived ut the scene, 
punched a camenunun and 


kicked others, journalists 
said. One youth was shot in 
the knee and was taken to 
hospital. .Angered by U.S. 
Congress* recognition of 
Jerusalem us Israel's capi- 
tal. PalesUniuns threw 
stones and firebombs at 
Israeli troops in Hebron for 
a third day Monday and 
staged u protest outside 
the U.S. consulate in 
Jerusalem. .Also on Monday 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian legislators debate new 
tough property law for foreigners 


Arab experts to debate 
cheaper Mideast water 


Wife of suspected land dealer 
says he did not kill himself 


DUBAI (Rj — Internation- 
al experts meet in Oman 
Tuesc^y to look into an 
ambitious project to cut the 
cost of desali^ted water in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa and ease the region's 
growing water shortage. 

A group of 20 experts 
who make up the Research 
Advisory Council IRAC) 
formed in May by the Mid- 
dle Desalination 

Research Centre 

(M^RC), one of many 
projects spawned by the 
Middle East peace pi^ess, 
will tegin two days of 
talks. 

It will be the first meeting 
of the experts ftom Jordan, 
O man, Egypt, the United 
Arab Emir ates (UAE*). 
Italy, Kuwait, the P^estin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA), the United States. 
Israel France. Japan, South 
Korea and Germany. 

Water, one of the region’s 
most precioos resources, is 


not only scarce but a bitter 
point of contention between 
Israelis and Palestinians as 
well as between other 
regional states. 

Israel draws most of its 
water from the springs and 
rivers of the occupied (eiri- 
tories and Palestinians 
argue this leaves them only 
one tenth of their real 
rights. 

Eric Jankel, director of 
the Muscat-based MEDRC 
which was established in 
December 1996, said the 
experts “will make recom- 
mendations regarding fund- 
ing levels, priorities for 
research areas and will 
develop lecommeoded pro- 
posals for specific research 
topics.” 

He said the centre 
planned to issue tenders for 
research proposals to insti- 
tutions and universities in 
September and October and 
awWd contracts fas 
research in December. 


which would be an impor- 
tant step towards fining 
solutions to the water prolv 
lem. 

Water desalination is vital 
for the largely arid coun- 
tries of the Middle East, but 
its costs are prohibitive for 
most Many governments 
bear most of the cost of 
desalination, which experts 
say accounts for just S.7S 
per cent of regional water 
resources. 

Middle East countries 
largely depend on scarce 
rainfall and non-renewable 
underground water, they 
say. 

"The average cost of 
desalinating sea water to 
make it dnokable in the 
region is between $1 and 
SI. 50 per cubic metre, but 
in many countries it is high- 
ly subsidised and the gov- 
ernment absoihs lots of the 
cost," Mr. Jankel told 

(Continued on page 7) 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian legislature 
began debate Mon^y on a 
radical law which would 
declare all ^es of land in 
"Palestine’' to Israelis os 
"national treason." 

The "property law for for- 
eigners" threatens "maxi- 
mum punisfament*’ for 
Palestinians who sell land 
to Israelis and wtHild also 
bar proper^ sales to non- 
Israeli foreigners unless the 
deals received prior 
approval from the Palestin- 
ian National Authenity 
(PNA) council of ministers. 

The elected 88-member 
Legislative Council 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The U.N. agency 
charged with helping PaJes- 
dnian refugees has filed a 
complaint with Israeli 
police over the alleged 
embezzlemeni of S350.(XK) 
by a Palestinian clerk, offi- 
dals said Monday. 

Israeli police and officials 
at the U.N. Relief Works 
Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA) said 
the complaint targeted the 
former chief clerk for 
health affairs at the 
agency's east Jerusalem 
office, Hussein Abdul 
Kbader. 

He is suspected of sub- 
mitting false invoices for 
medical services allegedly 
delivered ro refugees in 
West Bank and east 
Jerusalem to the tune of 
S350,000. a police spokes- 
woman said. 

UNRWA official Lynn 
Failing confirmed tiiat the 
agency has asked police to 
investigate the affair, say- 
ing that since Mr, Khader 


launched its debate amid a 
crisis in the peace process 
caused by Israel's policy of 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in occupied P’dlestin- 
ian area.s. 

The debate also coincides 
w’iih a controversial crack- 
down by Palestinian securi- 
ty forces against Arabs who 
sell land to .settlers. 

In a bid to avoid violating 
interim peace ugreemenis 
witi) Israel which prohibit 
the Palestinians from 
adopting any laws wliich 
would harm' “Israeli inter- 
ests." the bill makes no 

(Continued on page 7) 


worked at an office in east 
Jeru.salem, the complaint 
was filed with the Israeli 
authorities even though the 
.suspect is a West Bank res- 
ident. 

"We carried out an inter- 
nal audit al the beginning 
of the year and sent our 
results to U.N. heudquar- 
lers in New York before til- 
ing the complaint,** he told 
AFP. 

"1 trust that our prompt 
and decisive action proves 
that we will not tolerate 
that money meant for 
refugees is embezzled.*' he 
said. 

The UNRWA has a S312 
million budget this year, 
plus $40 million in food 
and medicine donations. 
Most funds are provided by 
the European Union, the 
United States. Japan and 
Sweden. 

The agency protides 
assistance for 3.4 million 
Palestinian refugees living 
in the occupied territories. 
Jordan. Lebanon and St'ria. 


NABLUS lAPt -- The 
wife of j *;uspected Palc*;- 
tiniun land dealer denied 
.Monday that he commiiieJ 
suicide and .*<aid her hus- 
band was beaten in Pales- 
tinian custody. 

The t Icilm, Hakam 
Knmhawi. .^7. died Sunday 
al a hospital in the Wevt 
Bank town of Ramuliah. .A 
Palestinian security officud 
has .said Mr. Kuinh.iwi 
apparently killed himself. 

However, Mr. Kamhawi's 


UNITED .N.ATIONS t.AFPt 
— A U.N. mission to \er- 
ity Israeli compliance with 
a U..N. resolution calling 
for a hall in Jewish settle- 
ment building is in doubt 
after Israeli posed '‘unac- 
ceptable’* conditions. U.N. 
.sources said Monday. 

U.N. Undor-Secrctary 
General for Political Affairs 
Sir Kieran Prendergii.st had 
been tasked by U.N. chief 
Kofi .Annan with the inves- 
tigation. and had hoped to 
leave last Saturday. 

But a U.N. .source .said 
that “the li.st of condition.s 
from the Israelis is unac- 
ceptable." 

The United Nations and 
Israeli authorities have had 
an exchange of letters on 
the issue, and each time 
Israel has sought further 
clarificutions or posed con- 
ditions. 

No details were immedi- 
ately available on the latest 
l.sraeli letter, received by 
the United Nations on Fri- 
day. 


wife. .Ansaf. :,aid her hus- 
band had no reason to lake 
his own life. “He would 
never have cummitieJ siii- 
eide.*' Mrs. Kanihawi told 
the .AsMK l;iial Press. 

"1 saw his bvKly. It 
showed sign.s of ttirlurc," 
she said, udviing that his 
bcHly was covered with 
bruises, apparently from 
healings. 

Not cv>iiniing Mr. 

iCintinucri nn page 7) 


.A General .Assembly res- 
olution adoptcvl on .April 25 
during u special emergency 
session notably called" for a 
hah in (he constmetion of u 
controversial Jewish setllo- 
meni in .Arab oast 
Jeru.salem. 

Israel's decision on 
March 18 to go ahead with 
the construction of the .site 
at Jabul .Abu Ghneim 
despite international 

pritlesis sent the peace 
process with the PalesUni- 
an.s into the deep freeze. 

In u letter to Mr. Annan 
on Friday. Pale.stinc's 
observer to the United 
Nations. Nasser .Ai Kidwa, 
reminded the U.N. Secre- 
tary-General (hat the reso- 
lution also a.sked him (o 
report back on Israeli com- 
pliance “within two 

months," 

The Pale.siinians are 

threatening to reconvene an 
emergency .session after 
June 25 if Mr. .Annan fails 
to send an envoy to investi- 
gate the situation. 


Attackers cut throats of at least 
nine Algerian civilians — press 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Sus- 
pected Islamic extremists cut 
Sie throats of at least nine 
civilians in several weekend 
attacks in Algeria, newspa- 
pers reponed Moo^y. 

The latest killings in 
Algiers and Tip^ bring ite 
number of civ^ans slain in 
less than a week to mote than 
40 , most of whom had their 
tfiroais cut, according to par- 
rial tolls published in the 
press. 

Tlte upsurge m violence 
follows a luD that coincided 
witii June 5 elections when 
h^vy security was dqjloyed. 

In Algiers, an armed group 
slit the throats of three 


women and two men after 
conning into a home near the 
Bouzareh district, Al ''ffytan 
newspaper said. 

An hwr earlier, in the 
nngU) 0 uring district of 
Sc^ another home was 
apagked, probably l^ the 
same group, according to Al 
"Waran. 

After failing to ftxxte an 
entry, the attackers placed a 
bomb against tite dexx; wtiefa 
caused riamage but no 
injuries, the new^per said 

According to urKX>nfiinied 
r epons the two homes target- 
ed belonged to police ^- 
cers. At least four other peo- 
ple were slain on Mount 


Chenoua, near Tipa^ 70 
kSomecres west of Algiers. 

Acceding to Le Matin 
newspaper, three holiday- 
malters and two workmen 
had their thioais slit in attacks 
on a restaurant and a work- 
site. Al Watan, meanwhile, 
reported that three workmen 
and one tourist were killed in 
the attacks. 

On Saturday, Islamist 
extremists atiacl^ a small 
village near Algiers and burnt 
to death or slit the throats of 
13 residents. That attack 
cam e a day after 12 villagers 
baH their throats slit near 

Bou&ik. 30 kilomecres to 
the south. 


UNRWA files complaint 
over alleged corruption 


U.N. mission to Israel 
rejects list of conditions 


•I* 


More Palestinians back 
peace process, poll finds 


NABLUS (AFP) — A 
growing majority of Pales- 
tinians support the peace 
process with Israel and 
think negoiiadoDS should 
be resumed despite the cur- 
rent crisis over Jewish set- 
tlement activity, according 
to an opinion poll released 
Monday. 

The survey carried out 
early this month by the 
Independent Centre for 
Palestine Research and 
Studies found that 68 per 
cent of Palestinians ques- 
tioned support the peace 


process with Israel, up from 
60 per cent in April. 

The centre’s director. 
Khalil Shikakl said a “sur- 
prising majorit/' of 56.2 
per cent backed an 
imm ediate resumption of 
peace negotiations with 
Israel despite the crisis 
caused by a series of recent 
Israeli decisions. 

Only 39 per cent of those 
queried supported the 
Palestinian National 

Authority's refusal to return 
to peace talks. 

Yasser Arafat's autonomy 


government has boycotted 
negodations since Israel 
began work in mid-March 
on a settlement for 30,000 
Jews in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
repeatedly reject^ Pales- 
tinian demands, backed by 
the United States and Arab 
states, for a freeze on new 
settlement building pending 
negodadons on a perma- 
nent peace agreement 

The crisis has also been 
fuelled by Israel's policy of 


revokmg Arabs' east 
Jerusalem residency ptf- 
mits. land confiscatioiis in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and Israel’s failure to 
cany out significant new 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank. 

The survey by the 
Ntd)liis-based research cen- 
tre was carried out from 
June 5 to 7 among 1,317 
Palestinians over the age of 
IS in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Ilie margin of 
error was given as thxw per 
cent 


Damascus Declaration states to meet 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Egypt, Syria and the six Gulf 
s^tes. signatories to the 
Damascus Declaration coop- 
eration agreement, will meet 
in Syria later this month, an 
Arab diplomat here said. 

The countries' foreign min- 
isters will meet to discuss the 
Middle East peace pioce». 
the Turkish incursion in 
northern Iraq and a contro- 
versial regional economic 
conference in the Qatari cap- 
ital Doha in November. 

Egypt's Foreign Miiusier 
Amr Musa said meeting will 
also discuss the creation of an 


‘70 dead 
in Kurd 
rebel 
clashes’ 


ANKARA (R) — Sixty-ei^t 
Kurdish gueirillas and two 
members of a pro-state mili- 
tia group have been killed in 
clashes in southeastern 
Turkey in recent days, securi- 
ty officials said Monday. 

Security forces killed 5S 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrillas in a four-day oper- 
ation. military headquarters 
in Ankara said in a statement 

The statement said the 
rebel commanders in the 
provinces of Erzurum and 
Tunceli were among diose 
killed. It did nek give die 
exact time or place of the 
clashes. 

Ten guerrillas and two 
members of a state-paid anti- 
rebel militia died in a sepa- 
rate cla.sh in the province of 
Simak late Sunday night 
.sfcurit}' otTiciois said. 

The Turkish government 
pays and arms up to 70,000 
villagers, mostly Kurds, to 
fight the PKK. 

More than 24,000 people 
have been killed in the 12- 
year-old conflict between 
security forces and the rebels, 
fighting for independence or 
autonomy in the southeasL 


Arab common mazkeL 

The meeting will be held 
on June 25 and 26 in Latakia. 
ooithem Syria, three days 
earlier than initially 
announced. 

Syria has won support from 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
for its position q^posing the 
Doha conference, expected to 
include Israel, while the 
peace process is deadlocked, 
diplomais said. 

Damascus says the confer- 
ence would contradict an 
Arab League call in March 
for membCT stafes to halt nor- 


malisation widi Israel follow- 
ing the start of worit in March 
on a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab east Jeni^em. 

The Damascus Declaration 
was signed by Bahrain, 
Egypt, Kuwait. (5man. Qatar; 
Saudi Arabia. Syria and the 
UAE in March 1991 follow- 
ing the Gulf war which ended 
the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait 

But tiie multiple levels of 
cooperation it provided for. 
including on security mature 
never materialised despite a 
number of meetings the 
signatcMies’ foreign ministers. 


However, there is active 
political cooperation between 
its memb^, especially 
Egypt, S^idi Arabia and 
Syria. 

In Cairo, Mr. Musa told the 
A1 Ahram newspaper Mon- 
day that the ei ght Damascus 
D^laratioo countries *'wUI 
take the initiative" to create 
an Arab common market 
which win open to member- 
ship by other Arab countries. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Muba^ said last week that 
such a market would be the 
only way of developing the 
economies of Arab nations. 











A Palestinian boy is mshed to an ambulance after he was hit in the upper lip with a rubber buUet fired by Israeli 
soldiers during clashes in Hebron on Monday (Reuters photo) 


Iraq delays oil exports to await 
humanitarian supplies — MEES 


Five-Star prep school to enter 
Israeli military intelligence 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
parents have been paying 
more than $7,000 to enrol 
their children in a six- 
month preparatory course 
for joining the army intelli- 
gence service — and have a 
better chance of avoiding 
combat, Israel Radio 
reported Monday. 

The school at Givat Havi- 
va north of Tel Aviv spe- 
cialises in teaching Arabic 
and Muslim culture to can- 
didates for the military 
intelligence service. 

According to the radio. 


parents pay 25,000 shekels 
($7,4(X)) to enrol their chil- 
dren in the course prior to 
their mandatory . military 
service. ^ 

Miiitar^' uOfeUigence -• j& 
consider^ an elite segment 
of the army, and in the eyes 
of many parents has the 
advantage of sparing most 
of its members from com- 
bat duty. 

A group of mothers of 
soldiers serving in the 
Israeli-occupied zone in 
south Lebanon recently 
began a series of public 


demonstrations to call on 
the government to with- 
draw from the neighbour- 
ing country. 

The Israeli press regularly 
repM oh' declining moti- 
vatioD among young 
Israelis to serve in the mili- 
tary. and especially in com- 
bat units. 

Israeli 18-year olds are 
obliged to serve in the 
army, with men conscripted 
for three year-terms and 
women for 18 months. 
Arab Israelis and religious 
students are exempted. 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq 
has decided to delay oil 
exports until the United 
Nations approves the sec- 
ond phase of humanitarian 
aid under the U.N. ‘*oil-for- 
food" deal, the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) 
reported Monday. 

The Nicosia-based 
newsletter said that Iraq, 
which is allowed^ to export 
S7 billion 'wdiffi*' of crude 
every six months, was not 
expected to resume oil 
e-tpons “before the end of 
June, or possibly even well 
into July.” 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on June 4 renewed die 
oil-for-food deal for anoih- 
er six months but MEES 
said Iraq is awaiting 
approval for a new humani- 


tarian supplies plan before 
resuming crude exports. 

It said a U.N. delegation 
was expected in Baghdad 
shortly to review the plan 
with Iraqi authorities, while 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz is expected 
to raise the issue in New 
York when he visits soon 
for a conference at U.N. 
beadquaners. 

Undet . the . oil-for-food 
agreement Ira^ is allowed 
to sell S2 billion worth of 
oil every six months to buy 
food and medicine, defray 
costs and pay repara- 
tions for its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 
Iraq began exporting oil 
in December but has 
repeatedly protested at 
delays in the arrival of ship- 


ments of food and medicine 
during the first six-month 
period, which ended June 8. 

“The reason behind 
Baghdad's move is frustra- 
tion with the excessive 
delays that the U.S. is creat- 
ing in the way of approving 
the humanitarian supply 
contacts,” MEES said. 

“Only 40 per cent of the 
food supplies and one per 
cent of the medicine has 
arrived in Iraq so far,” it 
added, suggesting tiiat 
Baghdad would ask for a 
greater proportion of med- 
ical supplies because of the 
dire shortages. 

Last week. Iraqi Health 
Minister Umid Medhat 
Mubarak protested that Iraq 
has received only $2 mil- 
lion worth of medicine out 


of the $210 million allowed 
up until June. 

The last Iraqi shipment of 
Kirkuk crude was in late 
May, according to MEES, 
and since then prices have 
slumped, with i^kuk crude 
destined for Europe now 
selling at $14.50 a barrel. 

That would mean Iraq 
would need to export 
around 850.000 barrels per 
day (bpd) compared; with 
around 650.Qi00 bpd over 
the past three months, 
MEES said. 

“According to MEES 
sources, if and when Iraqi 
oil exports are resumed and 
if they have to be squeezed 
in a shorter time frame, Iraq 
can for a while sustain an 
export capacity of around 
1.3 million bpd,” it said. 


Egypt human rights group cl aims prisoners remain detained despite acquittal 


CAIRO (,AP) — Thousands of 
political detainees stay locked up 
for years even after ^eir acquit- 
tal, an Egyptian human rights 
group said Monday. 

Presenting its 1^6 report, the 
Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights claimed that 
police systematically tortured 
suspects and criticised an Islam- 
ic body for ordering police to 
confiscate books, and the interro- 
gation and imprisonment of jour- 
nalists. 

It said that over the past five 
years, the interior ministry has 
been transferring prisoners from 
detention centres to police sta- 
tions or security offices despite 


court orders releasing them. 

There, the detainees are kept 
for a few days “until a new 
detention order is issued, stating, 
contrary to actual facts, that the 
detainee has ‘‘resumed his terror- 
ist activities after his release,”’ 
the group said. 

It said 12 people had “involun- 
tarily disappeared" between 
1992 and 1996. They included 
Mansour Kekheya, a Libyan dis- 
sident exiled in Egypt, and Talaat 
Fouad Qassem, a spokesman for 
the militant Gamaa A1 Islamiyah. 
or Islamic Group, in Europe, 
who disappeared at the end of 
1995. 

There was no official comment 


immediately available on the 
report, but President Hosoi 
Mubarak’s government has in 
the past dismissed as grossly 
exaggerated or untrue charges of 
hmoao rights violations. 

Under emergency laws in 
effect since the 1981 assassina- 
tion of President Anwar Sadat by 
militants, suspects can be held 
without chaige. 

However, the worst violation 
of human rights in Egypt 
remains the ill-treatment and tor- 
ture of detainees, the report smd. 
It said five people died under tor- 
ture last year. 

“Torture in police stations 
takes place dir^tly after the 


arrest of the victims, prior to 
being presented before the prose- 
cutions office,” the report said. 

It said torture was conducted in 
order to force detainees into con- 
fession, to extract information or 
settle personal disputes or some- 
time for no reason at all. 

“Torture sometimes takes place 
for no reason, a fact that reveals 
a serious psychological disorder 
on the part of some members of 
the police force," the rights 
group said. 

Torture methods, it said. 
Include hanging foe victim likft a 
slaughtered animal, passing elec- 
tric current through pans of foe 
body, beating with leather straps 


or wooden rods and occasionally 
rape or threats of rape. 

It also complained of a lack of 
medical care for prisoners, which 
led to the death of 15 inmates in 
1996. 

Meanwhile, foe report said, 
violence between security forces 
and armed Islamist groups eased 
in 1996. The group said 174 peo- 
ple died last year, compared to 
373 the previous year. 

The report said freedom of 
opinion iad expression suffered 
seriously in 1996, when 86 jour- 
nalists, writers and intellectuals 
were interrogated and tried under 
foe provisions of a 1995 law. 

The report criticised foe ban 


and confiscation of foreign 
newspapers and a number of 
books on Shiite Islam. 

It also criticised the role of the 
Islamic Research Academy at A1 
Azhar, Egypt’s leading seat of 
Islamic learning. 

It said the “artistic production 
police" on recommendation from 
foe academy, confiscated several 
books, claiming they were “dis- 
respectful" to Islam. 

“EOHR believes that the super- 
visory role played by the Islamic 
Research Academy is a form of 
punishing intellectuals for hold- 
ing opinions different to those of 
foe academy,” it said. 
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CHURCHES 

SL hfeiy of Nazareth Churdi 
Swdfieh.Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Jos^ Church Tel. 624S90 
Qinrcfa of the AnmiDCialion 


Tel. 637440. 

De b Salle Church TeL 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Td. 
622366 

■AngBran Church Tel. 652826. 
Annenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Churefa 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman Intmiational Chordi 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangdical Lutheran Qinitfa 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangdical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter>Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 

Fji^sh ^ qipalgiiig 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


The weather will be fair witb- 
winds luxthwesterly moderate. 
On WlKlDesday and Thursday, 
another rise in temperature will 
take place. In Aqaba, it wiD be 
hot. mnds northerly moderate 
and seas calm 

Amman lS/ 3 ) 

Aqaba 24^9 

D^erts 16/35 

Jordan VaD^ 75^8 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqd» 38 Humidi- 
ty reactings: Amman 37 perceut, 
Aqaba 23 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Earadslieh ...759200 
De Raxnzi Mazzawi _..8947S8 
De Salman Daboubi ........ 776751 

Dr. KhalidAbdo .657129 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema phaimacy .,..637055 
A1 Sabm phannacy ....636730 
Yacoub phannaqy 644945 


Shmeisani pharmacy ..637660 
Nairoukh phannacy ...623672 
Nqfib phannacy .847632 

IRBID; 

Dr. Ghaa Ih’anmeh .J500S0 

A1 Qnds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AlLawzi ...989601 

Khalifdi pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Contrd Centre ...6371 1 1 
Crnl Defence Dept .......661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civfl Defence Emetgooqy „ 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Br^ade ..,.,.617101 

Blood Bank ...... 775121 

Highly Police 843402 

Hraffic Police .............896390 

PabSc Security Department 

.630321 

Ebtel Cmnplaints ......605800 

Price Comptahits ......661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 

plaints ...897467 

Amman Munidpaiity Com- 

pfaunls 787111 

Telephone Infonnatkm (dire^ 
tory asstetance). 121 


Overseas Calls D10230 

Central Amman Td^bone 

Rqiaiis 623101 

AbdaB Tdepbone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Tdevision ......773111 

Radio Jordan ..7741 1 1 

Wafer Authority 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Anthority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Fhght Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPHALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnssdn Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Mateniity...6442Sl/6 

AkOefa Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malbas, J. Amman j636I40 

Palestine, Shmeisani _607071 
Shmeisani HosiKtal ...669131 

University Ho^Mtal 84S845 

Al-Mii«aberHa^pitBl 667227/9 
The IdamicAbdali 666126/37 


ALAfali, AbdaD 664164/6 

ItaBan,Al-Muhaireen 777101/3 

AI-BasWr. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Qneen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

AmalHospiUll 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ....865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa (JovL Hoqpiial (09)983323 
Zar^ Naticmal Hospital 

(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
A1 HOgma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catfaofic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hnep itni 
(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER • 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

B<^ Jordanian (RJ) flighb 


08:05 ..Damascus (RJ) 

08K)5 — .Sanaa fRJ» 

09:20 Muscat (RJ) 

09:45 JDubai (RJ) 

10t4S - J3oha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 .Beirut (RJ) 

17:15 IRJ) 

17130.. ._. London (RJ) 

17:40.. —......Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:30 ..Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other jF1%fais 

06KI5 Jj)odon. Damascus (BA) 

.JUyadh (SV) 

16rf0 Istanbul (TK) 

18:05 jQev (LU) 

19:15 ...DubaL Damascus (EK) 

“'1? -- -Cairo (MS) 

21:30 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

.Ada, fpyj 

-Laroaca (CY) 

SS- lalarta(GA) 

03.00. Ronie(AZ) 

departures 

Rqyal Jordanian (RJ) CTiohtc 

09-00 

09.00 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

^15 Amsterdam, MontreaL 
TbromcMRjj 


13:00 ....Geneva, Frankfurt (RJ) 

13:10 Vienna, Paris IRJ) 

1*15 Cairo (RJ) 

^^•05 London (RJ) 

14.*05 . — Brussels. Madrid (RJ) 

21:25 .-Jeddah (RJ). 

DanvBCus fRJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:00 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:55 .Damascus, London (KJ) 

- - Riyadh (SV) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Kiev (LU) 

20:15 Xkibai (EK) 

—Cairo (MS) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

Aden (lY) 

Bucharest (RO) 

— London (GA) 

J\msterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

-Rome(AZ) 


. If > - 
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Majali Monday confers with Iranian Depn^- Foreign 
aaifcran pboi^ ^ discuss economic and trade cooperation between Jon^n 

Jordan, Iran to bolster 
trade, cultural exchange 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iran- 
ian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Abbas Maliki said Mon- 
day that a joint Jordanian- 
Inmian comminee will dis- 
cuss economic and trade 
cooperation between the 
tw'o countries in a meeting 
scheduled within the next 
tw'o months. 

Mr. Maliki said that he 
discussed the agenda of the 
coming meeting with Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali in the course of a 
general review of Jordan- 
ian-lranian relations. The 
Iranian parliament has 
recently endorsed a Jordan- 
ian-Iranian trade protocol 
for organising trade 


bebxreen the two countries. 
Mr. Maliki said that me 
protocol will be reviewed at 
the joint meeting. 

Mr. Maliki also said that 
Iran is interested in study- 
ing Jordan's investment cli- 
mate and looks forward to 
further bolstering economic 
relations with the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Maliki and Dr. Majali 
also reviewed cultural 
coopemtion between the 
two countries. Mr. Maliki 
noted that the two countries 
also have signed agree- 
ments on a student 
exchange programme and 
the teaching of the Persian 
language at Jordanian 


universities. 

Mr. Maliki said that be 
and the prime minister 
reached agreement on the 
exchange of cultural exhi- 
bitions that will be held in 
Tehran and Ammon. 

Also Monday, Mr. Maliki 
met Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Saiam Abbadi and dis- 
cussed prospects of cooper- 
ation in religious aifairs 
and visits by l^ans to the 
tombs of the Prophet 
Mohammad's companions 
in Jordan. 

Dr. Abbadi outlined his 
ministry's task of caring for 
the Islamic holy places in 
Jerusalem. 


Department chronicles Israeli 
settlement activity in W. Bank 


AMMAN/TPetra) — Th^ 
Department of Pales^tm 
Affairs at the Minisny of 
Foreign Affairs Monday 
quoted a study conduaed in 
the U.S. as saying that 26 
per cent of the bousing 
units built in West Bank 
settlements, 56 per cent of 
units in the Gaza Strip and 
28 per cent of the units in 
the occupied Golan Heights 
are uninhabited. 

The department also 
quoted another report pub- 
lished in the U.S. as stating 
that the Israeli government 
has plans to buHd an addi- 
uonal 9,000 housing units 
in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

The U.S. reports on set- 
tlement programmes in the 
occupied P^estinian lands 
were published in the 
department's monthly bul- 
letin. 

The bulletin also rei^rted 
that in addition to inidating 
construcdon at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in March, the 
Israeli government last 


month announced plans for 
expanding the Maale Adu- 
mim settlement east of the 
Holy City. 

The department's bulletin 
also not^ that last month 
the Israeli authorities 
attempt^ to evict Arab 
JenisaJemites by withdraw- 
ing their identic cards and 
decided to gi^t 2(X) of 
them Israeli citizenship in a 
bid to increase the number 
of Israeli citizens in the city 
and reduce the number of 
Arabs. 

Last month the Israelis 
demolished 21 .^rab homes 
in Beit Hanina, Hebron. 
Deir Sharaf, Huwara, 
Zibedhe, Yab^ and Sal- 
wan, according to the 
report. The report pointed 
out that since the begi nning 
of 1997. Israel has confis- 
cated 30,000 dunums of 
Arab land for settlement 
and road-builcting purpos- 
es. 

The report said that 
Israel's continued closure 
of the West Bank and the 


Gaza Strip imposed sbvere 
social and economic condi- 
tions on the Palestinian 
people 

The bulletin also reported 
a tour of Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan 
last month by the Minister 
of Public Works Nasser 
Lawzi and Pl annin g Minis- 
ter Rima Khalaf with 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Director Ibrahim 
Tarshihi. The tour, the bul- 
letin said, aimed to prepare 
the groundwork for the 
implementation of the go\'- 
emmeni-sponsored social 
safety net programme to 
improve living conditions 
in the refugee camps. 

The department bulletin 
said that the plan includes 
several inirastrucniie pro- 
jects and the con.stniction 
of public facilities. It is esti- 
mated that the government 
will spend JD173 million 
on the project over five 
years. 



FILM 


• «<WoyzedL” (with subtitles in English) at Abdul Hameed Shnnan Foundation, 
Jabal Amman at 7:00 p>m. 

PLAY 

• “Adam-. Atone" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pju. 

EXfflBmONS 

3 . Funtiiies by conwmporaiy Iraqi artists entitled “Ecoh® ^ EnvROnin^ in 

Uie JordM National GaUery of Fine Arts, nna Jnly 12 fescept Hmrs- 

daro): 

•iiiiitoerfiibition of Hong Kong, 

Cahural Centre, unto June 19. 

. WnH« bv Abdul Basil Naqqash and Sa’d Hossein entitled “Heritage and Ciil- 
turer at ^ ^ery Jordan Plastic Artists Assodation, Jabal Weibdeh, ontfl 

Jime21.~ 

• raliiMfion by Ibrahim AI Abdali at the Orient Art Gallery, Shmeisani, Issam 
AihHmi Street, until June 19. 

-Sprii® ExhibitionotPIastic Art -97 at Greater Amman Mimidpalily, RasAl m 
.']rat3 'jiiiK30. ' 

artists’ book exhibit, at the American Centre, Abdonn. imtil June 

SpiMidfion of works by Fatonq Lambaz at Darat AI Funmii^ JaM Weibddt, m|9 

exhibition by ardiit«^ photo^i^Said 
™h^'<mMed^e J^est Mosqne" and by contemporary Arab arhsts. 


Prosecutor rests case in Dakamseh trial 

Psychiatrist undecided on defendant's mental condition 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordan Tbnfs Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A psychiatrist 
lesnfyuig for the prosecu- 
tion in the trial of Corporal 
Ahma d Dakamseh. the Jor- 
danian soldier charged with 
killing seven Israeli school- 
girls last March. Monday 
made contradicting state- 
ments during his testimony 
before the notary tribunal. 
During the three-hour-long 
session, at the end of which 
the prosecution rested its 
case, psychiatrist Major 
Nabil Hmoud, who prac- 
tices at King Hussein Med- 
ical Centre, told the court at 
the outset that CpL Dakam- 
seh was mentally sane. 

However the witness, 
who stated that he conduct- 
ed psychological tests two 
days after the March 13 
shooting incident, later con- 
tradicted his statement by 
saying that Cpl. Dakamseh 
had symptoms of personal 
disorder and should be fur- 
ther examined by other psy- 
chiatrists. 

"Based on his past med- 


ical record. Cpl. Dakam- 
seb’s medical reports indi- 
cated that he has mental 
disorders and 1 recommend 
that he be examined," said 
Maj. Hmoud. 

Maj. Hmoud. who has 
been a practising psychiatry 
for the past nine ye^, said 
that the defendant told him 
following the shooting inci- 
dent, that “he was worried 
and couldn't .sleep for eight 
days because he was think- 
ing of attacking Israeli 
buses." 

On hearing psychiatrist's 
statement, Cpl. Dakamseh 
sprang to bis feet and shout- 
ed: “He is a liar.” 

The wimess maintained 
his testimony, saying: "Cpl. 
Dakamseh then i^ormed 
me that he shot the girls 
because they made fun of 
him and were laughing and 
looking at him while he 
pra>'ed." 

Maj. Hmoud also slated 
that one of the mental tests 
indicated that Cpl. Dakam- 
seh "had strong sexual 
reflecoofls. and some lem- 
perment, and these ore 


JTC introduces new 
measure to collect 
overdue bills 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
The Jordan Telecom- 
muiucatioDS Company 
fJTC) Monday intro- 
duced new measures 
aimed at subscribers 
who default on their 
tel^hone bills. 

yfC Dmector General 
Mamoun Balqar said 
that his company has 
''cbbductied a thorough 
" Study of the measures 
which he said will be 
more effective in 
ensuring that sub- 
scribers in the Amman 
area pay their bills 
within a reasonable 
time. 

In the past, the JTC 
partially suspended 
services to deiaulting 
subscribers in the 
Amman area, which 
used to cause a sudden 
rush of subscribers to 
JTC offices to pay and 
created congestion 
and confusion, Mr. 
Balqar said. 

As of this month, he 
saick the JTC will 
begin partial suspen- 
sion of services in 
three stages throughout 
the Amm an area, 
which the JTC has 
divided into West 
Amman, South 

Amman and Central 
Amman, in order to 
avoid congestion at 
JTC offices. 

Mr. Balqar urged 
subscribers to pay their 
bills for April 1997 at 
JTC offices, banks or 
post offices to avoid 


having phone services 
suspended. 

Partial suspension 
allows subscribers to 
receive, but not to initi- 
ate, calls. Subscribers 
in default of payment 
are entitled to partial 
service for one week 
affer which services 
are suspended. If a bill 
is not adjusted at the 
end of a one week peri- 
od, the JTC will cut the 
service entirely. 

According to Mr. 
Balqar, subscribers in 
West Amman, who are 
linlced to the Sweileh, 
Maij AI Hamaro and 
na'a AI Ali exchanges, 
should settle bills for 
April and prior 
months, before June 
20; subscribers in cen- 
tral Amman, whose 
telephones are con- 
nected to the Abdali, 
Marka and Naser 
exchanges, must settle 
their bills before Fri- 
day, June 27 and sub- 
scribers in South 
Amman, whose tele- 
phones are connected 
to the Ashrafieh, 
Mahes, Fuheis. Naz- 
zal, Abu Alanda, Sahab 
and Um AI Amad 
exchanges must settle 
before Friday, July 4, 
1997. 


genetic traits w'tth u-hich a 
person is bom."' 

The witness, who was 
cross-examined by the 
defence, the prosecution 
and the court for one hour 
and 30 minutes, said he 
learned that the defendant 
anempied to take his o^mi 
life (Mice in 1989 by swal- 
lowing pills following a 
right with hLs mother. 

“Affer inquiring from 
doctors at the hospital 
where he was treated. 1 did 
not rind any risks in whul 
he did. Rather, swollow'ioc 
the medicine was a reflec- 
tion of anger which is a 
symptom of personal disor- 
der," Maj. Hmoud said. 

Brigadier General Famh 
Nimri. 46. also from King 
Hussein .Medical Centre, 
w'ho examined the defen- 
dant two weeks after the 
shtXMing incident, said: 
“Cpl. Dakamseh appeared 
normal and was in u good 
physical and psychological 
condition." 

*rhe two prosecution wii- 
nes.ses conrirmeJ that Cpl. 
Dakamseh was not subject- 


ed to ao> ps\choIogical or 
physical torture, and "that 
the defendant signed will- 
ingly on a report that he 
was noi subjected to an> 
form of torture." 

Earlier in the day when 
Cpl. Dakamseh entered the 
courtroom, around 20 
women from the Dakamseh 
family, who were banned 
from attending the last two 
court sessions, rose to their 
feet and stoned clapping 
and ululating. 

Cpl. Dakamseh is stand- 
ing trial on charges of 
killing seven Israeli school- 
girls and injuring five more, 
including a teacher, on the 
morning of March I in the 
Baqoura area. 

He is charged with pre- 
meditated murder, attempt- 
ed murder, menacing use of 
a rirearm and militaiy 
mutinv. 

The defendant alleges that 
he shot the .schtolgirls 
because they provoked him 
and uitcmpied to take pic- 
tures of him while he 
pra.ved. 

The prosecution, howev- 


er, is chiifging that Cpl. 
Dakamseh had plotted to 
kill the Israeli schoolgirls. 

If convicted of the pre- 
medituted murder ch:irges 
Cpl. Dakamseh could face 
the death penalty. 

At the end of the coun 
session. Miiii.uy Prosecutor 
Liculcnam Colonel 

Muhuniul Mju/i presciiieJ 
the court with the ca-vc tile, 
the defendant's own con- 
fessi*«n ami other evidence 
related to the siuH>liipj inci- 
dent. 

Presiding Judge Rng. 
Gen. Mii'motin KluNawnefi 
decided lo Iraiisler the 
defendant to mrlit.iiy psv- 
choKigv evperis "to ev.mi- 
ine whether the ilei'end.ini 
suffers from personality 
disorder iii not." 

.’\l the same time, the 
judge decided to postpone 
the c.tse until S.tiurdav to 
hear Cpl. D.ik.nn-eh's lesti- 
monv and lo liear iJie 
defence wiincs-a.-i. 



Prime Minister Adul Saiam Majali Monday meets Social Security Corporation (SSO 
Director General Safwan Toukiin and department heads (Petra photo) 

Majali, SSC directors review 
corporation’s activities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali Monday described 
that the Soci^ Securitv- 
Corporation (SSC) as one 
of the most important eco- 
nomic institutions of the 
COUDDy. 

During a visit to the SSC 
where he met Director Gen- 
eral Safwan Toukon and 
department heads. Dr. 
Majali said that the corpo- 
ration serv'es as a veiy 
active economic instrument 
in local and international 
markets through invest- 
ments in various develop- 
ment and production pro- 
jecLs. 

IDr. Majali said that the 
SSC should conduct peri- 
odic revisions of its plans 
and projects to ensure that 
investments of funds which 


are collected in the form of 
premiums from subscribers 
are invested in fruitful pro- 
jects. 

Last month the SSC dis- 
closed that its accumulated 
premiums since it began its 
.services in 19S0 stood at 
JDS71 million which, sub- 
.sequent to investments, 
earned the corporation 
JD370 million. 

'The SSC also said ihui its 
1 996 profits were JD6I mil- 
lion. The corporation 
invests in hotels. Jordanian 
companies and other enti- 
ties. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
.Abdullah Ensour, who also 
attended the meeting, noted 
that the SSC’s funds should 
be directed towards suc- 
cessful projects to increase 
its eaminss in order to 


accommodate increased 
spending on the growing 
number of retiring sub- 
scribers who expect to 
receive pension, as well as 
a possible reduction in the 
volume of the SSC's rev- 
enues. 

Dr. Touknn outlined the 
SSC's activities and invest- 
ments noting that the cor- 
porarion'.s present as.sei.s ;u‘e 
estimated at JDl billion. 

He said that the SSC ser- 
vices cover .i50.(HK) sub- 
scribers through its 1 1 ven- 
ires throughout the King- 
dom. 

Last month. Dr. Toukun 
announced that the SSC has 
finalised designs for the 
construction of permanent 
headquarters in Um 
Uiheina. The estimated pnv- 
ject cost is JD7 million. 


Aqaba enyironment project initiated 


By Tanya Habjonqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Protection 
against environmemal 
hazards plaguing the Gulf 
of Aqaba is the focus of 
the latest project in the 
Red Sea port, officials 
said. 

AI Mabrouka Trading 
Company (MTC) and 
U.S.-bas^ EBA Waste 
Technologies have jointly 
completed a feasibility 
study to implement an 
“environmentm project" 
that aspires to elevate 
Aqaba environmental pro- 
tection services to 
tmemationaJ standards. 
The project includes the 
construction of a recep- 
tion facility and treatment 
plant for .spent oil, bilge 
water, and ballast water 
from ships visiting the 


Aqaba port MTC co- 
owners Sharif Ghazi Ben 
Rakan and Mahamoud 
Khraisha said. 

Approximately 2,500 
ships enter the port annu- 
ally, which are expected to 
increase in number as 
tourism investments grow, 
Mr. Khraisha said. 

"We must stop polluting 
the Red Sea and bring the 
port city up to 
international standards," 
he stressed. 

Ship waste is currently 
dum]^ into the sea out- 
side of Aqaba, which 
eventually &ds its way 
into the gulf, he explained. 

‘This project will set up 
a hairier to any environ- 
mental hazards caused by 
oil spills, sea dumping, or 
from the transport of 
go^s that Uueaten the 
marine life or the natural 


beauty of our coast.'* he 
said. 

The plan calls for a self- 
motorised barge to collect 
ships' refuse and dis- 
ch^e the contems at an 
oil jetty. From here, a 
pipeline will transport it 
into tanker tnicks which 
will then transport the 
material to a treatment 
plant located near the 
municipal dump site, 
according to an EBA 
statemem. 

"Any solid material, 
such a.x oil. can then be 
recycled," Mr. Khraisha 
said. 

The treatment plant will 
bouse tanks and chambers 
where the liquid will be 
settied, skimmed and 
chemically treated to 
remove impurities and 
recover oil which can then 
be used as fuel or recy- 


cled. the statement said. 

A parallel aspect of the 
plan is the establishment 
of a land fill for the safe 
disposal of oily sludge 
from the ireatment 
process. 

The actual dumping site 
of the lefi-over refuse is 
still under negotiation 
with the .Vlinisliy of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment. Mr. Khraisha said. 

He said that the compa- 
ny is also considering the 
installation of an incinera- 
tor to dispose of the 
refuse. 

"With such facilities we 
will be prepared for what- 
ever environmental disas- 
ters that could happen," he 
stressed. 

.Mr. Khraisha main- 
tained that the environ- 
mental plan would 


enhance tourism in .Aqaba. 
a.s it will Him it into "ihc 
cleanest pon in ihe 
world." 

He estimates that the 
project will employ 2iK) 
workers. 

The completed fcu.sihili- 
ly study was financed by a 
S250.000 grant from the 
United Slates Trade and 
Development Agency 
(USTD.A) .nnd an addi- 
tional S250.000 was pro- 
vided by MTC and EB.A. 

The project is pending 
ftnal govemnienr and 
funding agreements. 

“It will most likely be 
financed through :m 
.American investment 
company." Mr. Khraisha 
said. 

The project cost is esti- 
mated lo be $21-25 mil- 
lion, he said. 




French troops pull out of 
Congo before peace talks 



BRAZZAVILLE (R) — The 
French army Monday began 
pulling out of the Congolese 
Republic’s capital os talks 
on settling a bloody politi- 
cal dispute in Fiance's for- 
mer colony were due to start 
in the neighbouring West 
African state of Gabon. 

The 1,200 French soldiers 
had helped evacuate more 
than S.OdO foreigners since 
June 5, when fighting flared 
between the Congolese ar- 
my and supporters of for- 
mer military leader Denis 
Sassou Nguesso. 

On Sunday. Paris rejected 
an appeal from Congolese 
President Pascal Lissouba 
to leave its troops in the ca- 
pital, Brazzaville, as a buf- 
fer force between the oppo- 
sing factions. 

A French military spokes- 
man. Colonel Heiuy Pellis- 
sier, told reporters Monday: 
“We have already started 
taking out less essential 
equipment and in the after- 
noon the first troops will 
leave. They are already pa- 
cking their bags. 

“About 300 are expected 
to leave today for Chad and 
Gabon on 16 flights. Com- 
bat units will stay until the 
last moment to show a pres- 
ence and to ensure security 


at the airport.” 

Reception points in the 
city for evacuees who were 
kept there before being 
brought to the airport have 
been closed. An estimated 
30 foreigners who did not 
make it Sunday were to be 
flown out Monday on mili- 
tary flights. 

“If somebody calls to us 
for help, then we will sdll 
pull them out even up to ±e 
last minute,” the spokesman 
said. 

Sporadic firing of mortars, 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and machineguns could be 
beard around the airport 
through die night, but it was 
quiet compared to the night 
tefore. 

“It appears relatively calm 
at the airport today and I 
believe it is, the same in 
town," the French spokes- 
man said. 

France is keeping its 
embassy open. 

“We have not contemplat- 
ed closing our embassy but 
naturally we will take the 
necessary measures to en- 
sure its protection.” a Fo- 
reign Mostly spokesman 
in Paris said. He could not 
say how many soldiers 
would stay on to guard the 
embassy. 


The conflict began when 
the army surrounded Mr. 
Sassou Nguesso's home in a 
crackdown on private mili- 
tias and unauthorised arms 
in the runup to a presiden- 
tial election sche<KUed for 
July 27. 

llie death toll from the 
fighting could run into hun- 
dreds. or even thousands 
according to some sources. 

“The number of bodies in 
the moigue is uncountable,” 
surgeon Kibo^o Nazeme 
said at the main University 
Hospital Centre. “It has 
space for 140 bodies but 
there are many more than 
that" 

After a two-day lull, fight- 
ing flared up again Sunday 
when government loyalists 
rained shells down on posi- 
tions held by Mr. Sassou 
Nguesso's Cobra militia- 
men from the hills behind 
the city’s airport, prompting 
the mili tia to retaliate with 
mortars and tank fire. 

Some Western analysts 
feared the battle would be 
stepped up around the ^- 
poit once the French airlift 
was over. 

Earlier Sunday, envoys of 
Mr. Lissouba and Mr. Sas- 
sou Nguesso left on the 
same plane for talks in 


Libreville, which will be 
hosted by Gabonese Presi- 
dent Omar Bongo. 

“If we did not believe ne- 
gotiations would work, we 
wouldn’t be going,” Mr. 
Lissouba’s representative 
Marius Mounbenday told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Lissouba ^ipealed for 
the French troops to stay on 
in Brazzaville until a lasting 
truce could be agreed. 

“[ am mnking a fler\'ent 
call. I would have liked 
French forces, with our- 
selves and those in the posi- 
tions opposite us, to have 
formed a buffer force, to 
avoid exactly what is going 
on today,” he told French 
television. 

He told Radio France 
Internationale the election 
must take place as planned 
and called for an African 
peace force to oversee pol- 
ling. ’*Hiese elections must 
take place. Democracy can- 
not be negotiated.” he said. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso did 
not rule out the idea of an 
outside force. ‘The intema- 
tional community must or- 
ganise the elections, check 
them and ensure security.” 
he told the radio station. 


OSCE proposes peace plan for Karabakh 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Ar- 
menia and Azerbaijan have 
received a U.S.. Russian and 
French peace plan rjilling on 
Armenian troops to with- 
draw from around the trou- 
bled enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Interfax News 
Agency reported Sunday. 

Intei^, citing an Azeri 
diplomat, said the peace plan 
would have Armenian faiices 
r^laced by a buffer force of 
Russian, U.S. and European 
troops who would be dep- 


loyed notably in the sole cor- 
ridor between the enclave 
and Armenia. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, for its 
part, would retain its armed 
forces and weapons, which 
would be monitored by the 
multinational force. 

The plan was submitted by 
a team from the Organi- 
sation for Security and Coo- 
peration in Europe (OCSE) 
which has alzeady received 
responses fiiom the two sides 
and the enclave itself, Inter- 


fax said without disclosing 
the responses. 

Azeri forces unsuccessful- 
ly tried to retain control of 
the ethnic-Airaenian enc- 
lave in a war from 1988 to 
1994 which lefl 20,(XX) dead. 

Baku insists the enclave is 
Azerbaijani land under the 
constitution of the former 
Soviet Union and calls on 
die international community 
to take measures fo preserve 
its territorial integrity. 

Dismissing die Azerbai- 


jani claim, ethnic Armen- 
ians controlling the region 
have been consolid^ing 
their grip on the enclave. 

The plan was drawn up by 
France, Russia and the Uni- 
ted States, co-chairs of a 
conference set up under 
OSCE aegis to try to resolve 
the situatioiL 

A tentative ceasefire has 
largely been observed over 
the last three years, al- 
though several p^le were 
killed in clashes in A{^ 


LONDON (R) — Green- 
peace activists who seized 
the tiny, barren Atlantic is- 
land of Rockall rejected 
British claims to it Sunday 
and declared it the new state 
ofWaveland. 

Three protesters, a Briton, 
an Australian and a German, 
from die International En- 
vironmental Group hoisted 
the new flag on Waveland 
and named the capital 
Rockall. They said they 
hoped it would be start 
of a peaceful revolution. 

“We reject the governance 
of a country which permits 
new oU exploration despite 
professed concern for the 
climate. Waveland is a new 
kind of country designed to 
protect the global commons 
rather than to exploit it,” 
they said in a statement 
released in London. 

The declaration of the new 
state is the latest move in 
Greenpeace's campaign to 
protect the Atlantic frontier 
from oil exploration. 

Chris Rose, the deputy 
executive director of Green- 
peace, stressed that the 
group did not want to own 
the island but to protect its 
oil. 

“Four nations want the oil 
around Rockall, we do not 
recognise their right to de- 
velop it. We have told (Bri- 
tish Prime Minister) Tony 
Blair that we don't want 



Greenpeace activists raise a flag to inaugaorate the new global state called Waveland. 
The three Greenpeace activists (left to i^t), identified only by their first names, Al, 
Peter and Meike occupied Rockall last week in protest at new exploration for oil in 
the Atlantic Frontier r^on (Renter photo) 


Rockall itself but that the oil 
should be set aside for the 
common good. We are bor- 
rowing it until it is freed 
from the direat of develop- 
menL” 

The three Greenpeace 
activists were taken by heli- 
copter to the island Wed- 
nesday. They sec up a base in 
a solar survival capsule 
screwed by steel pins into a 
rocky ledge. 

Greepeace said they 


would be using their capsule 
as a campaign base for mon- 
itoring the expansion of oil 
fields around the island that 
is situated about 3,(XX) miles 
from the Scottish mainl and. 

Eleven exploration licen- 
ces covering 58 full and par- 
tial blocks in the Rockall 
trough, where water depths 
exc^ 1.5(X) metres, were 
awarded on June 4. 

Greenpeace argues chat 
encouraging new oil devel- 


opment is senseless and a 
danger to both the atmos- 
phere and the ocean. 

The protesters offered im- 
mediate citizenship of 
Waveland to anyone who 
would pledge to defend na- 
ture, reform industrialism, 
protect the global environ- 
ment and to secure peace. 

Anyone wishing to apply 
was encouraged to contaa 
the environmental group or 
to visit its Internet website. 



Gteent)Bace activists declare new state on Rockall %dai 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen security forces dep- 
loyed across their North 
Caucasus republic Monday 
in an attempt to locate five 
Russian journalists being 
held hostage and to crack 
down on crime. 

The operation involved 
more than 3,000 men, inc- 
luding the separatist repub- 
lic’s anti-tejTOrist group and 
other units hardened during 
21 months of war to drive 
out Russian troops between 
1994-1996. news agencies 
reported. 

Units were stopping and 
checking cars on Grozny's 
main streets and roads out- 
side the capital, Interfax 
reported. Other units fanned 
out across Chechenya’s vil- 
lages. 

A special 300-strong unit 
was searching for hostages, 
who include three journal- 
ists Jfrom- the.J'TTV televi-. 
sion company taken captive 
mote than a month and rsvo 
more journalists, from the 
VID television production 
company, who were abduct- 
ed last week, ITAR-TASS 


said. 

Security forces were also 
cracking down on drug dea- 
lers, squatters, and oil traf- 
fickers. ITAR-TASS report- 
ed. 

The operation, which be- 
gan before dawn, was under 
foe personal command of 
President Aslan Maskha- 
dov, foe chief of staff of the 
Chechen rebel army during 
foe wnr, Interfax .said. 

Chechen Interior Mini.ster 
Kazbek Makhashev told 
Inieifax that foe operation 
stood a good chance of suc- 
cess because “an enormous 
amount of preparatory work 
has been done.'* 

On Sunday, Mr. Maskha- 
dov also pressed bis cam- 
paign to crack down on 
armed units which were 
formed during the war and 
have since refosed to follow 
foe post-war government's 
orders.. 

Mr. Maskhadov ordered 
foe disbandment of the unit 
led by Salman Raduyev, 
one of the most notorious 
renegade commanders, who 
several times has openly 


questioned foe peace pro- 
cess with Moscow and 
threatened to attack Russimi 
towns. 

Mr. Raduyev's men 
attacked the town of Kizlyar 
inside foe Russian Republic 
of Dagestan in January 
1996. then fought their way 
out through surrounding 
Russian troop.s together 
with a number of hostages. 

Mr. Maskbadov will also 
disband a special forces unit 
called Borz, or wolf in 
Chechen, Interfax reported. 

An official statement read 
over local telension said 
that some of Borz’s mem- 
bers “have embarked on foe 
road of criminal activities. 
Criminal cases Involving 
kidnapping and unlawful 
conduct have been opened 
against numerous service- 
men." 

Mp,,, Maskbadov plans to 
reQ(j^anise foe republic's 
arraed forces into a national 
guard of about 2,000 men, 
with a piesidentiol guard of 
several hundred, Interfax 
said. 


11 killed in violence across Albania 


Colombian rebels release army hostages 


CARTAGENA DEL CHAi- 
RA (AFP) — Marxist rebels 
Sunday freed 70 Colombian 
army troops they held for 
months and said they would 
agree to peace talks if foe 
government met a broad list 
of demands. 

The Revoiutionaiy Armed 
Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), perhaps foe most 
powerful rebel group still 
active in Latin America, 
frreed the soldiers in ex- 
change for an army pullout 
from an area larger than 
Lebanon. 

Supreme FARC Comman- 
der Manuel Manilanda 
Velez said in a statement foe 
rebels would agree to nego- 
tiate with foe government if 
President Ernesto Samper 
met certain demands. 

Mr. Manilanda Velez said 
Mr. Samper would have to 


demilitarise an as-yet unde- 
fined area of Colombia, 
repeal regional state-of- 
emeigency statutes that give 
foe armed forces expanded 
powers, decriminalise pop- 
ular protests, disarm rural 
patrols and make “democra- 
tic changes to foe stnicnire 
of foe state and the political 
regime.” 

The FARC had previously 
said it would not talk with 
what they termed Mr. Sam- 
per’s “corrupt” and “illegiti- 
mate” govenunenL 

Separately, Mr. Samper 
called foe release “a flaw- 
less operatioiL a humanitar- 
ian operation” and told foe 
soldiers there would be a 
welcoming ceremony for 
them in Bogota '‘on behalf 
of the government and all 
Colombians.” 

Earlier, foe rebels handed 


over foe mostly teenaged 
troops to foe International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
at a ceremony in the main 
square of this jungle town in 
Southern Colombia. 

It was a long and embar- 
rassing haul for the govern- 
ment since 60 soldiers were 
taken prisoner Aug. 30 
when foe FARC raided a re- 
mote military outpost 
Twenty-three soldiers were 
killed in that attack and 30 
injured. 

Ten other Marines were 
captured while on patrol on 
Jan. 17. 

The soldiers, who ap- 
peared to be in good healtil 
were neatly shaven and 
wearing foe same green uni- 
forms as foe FARC troops. 

“I am really hs^py be- 
cause they are going to re- 
lease us and I'm going to be 


with my mom.” one of foe 
youths told a crush of re- 
porters after arriving in a 
military helicopter flying 
the Red Cross insignia. 

Mr. Samper’s government 
had cited humanitarian rea- 
sons for its decision to order 
a 32-day army withdrawal 
from foe 13,161 square kilo- 
metres of jungle in Caqueta 
Department to gain their 
release. 

Many hostages* mofoera, 
who tirelessly pressed the 
goveroment to give in to 
rebel demands, airived here 
days ahead of foe release by 
clearly jubilant rebels. 

“It’s as though he were 
resurrected,” said one Jo}rful 
mother, whose son had been 
mistaken listed as dead after 
one of the clashes. 




Foreign nationals from the embattled Congo Republic captia! of Brazzaville rush to Ixrard a 
lull in fiditing as France wrapped up its evacnation of French and foreign nationals. The 1^00-strong force nas 
said it will start polling out of the oil-prodiicing former French colony from Monday, despite calls from some 
Coi^lese lead ers for it to stay (Renter photo) — 
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inf^ 11 killed in violence across Albania 
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TIRANA (AFP) — 'S^o- 
lence in troubl^ Albania 
claimed foe Uves of II people 
over the past 24 hours, police 
said Monday. 

Three of the rictims were 
killed Sunday morning in the 
c^hal Tirana, police said, 
adding that one of them, a 30- 
year-old man, had been IdUed 
by foe father of a teenager he 
bad aU^edly raped. 

Six others lost their Uves in 
separate incidents in three 
towns in foe south, northwest 
and north of Albania in what 
poUce said were settling of 
scores. 

An explofong hand gre- 
nade killed one person and 
injured two ctuld^ in ano- 
ther incident in northern 
Albania, while another deafo 
resulted when an armed gang 
fired on a car that refused to 
stop, officials said. 

Albania has been wracked 
by widespread violence in 
recent months following an 
armed uprising against the 
government in Mar^. 

Hundreds of foousaods of 
gi^ and ofoer weapons were 
seized from army depots dur- 
ing foe unrest in which some 
l300 people have died. 

Meanwhile, a U.S.-backed 
pro-democracy group srid 
Albania nms foe risk that its 
planned June 29 paiiiaraen- 
taiy elections will be a failure 
unless it can significantly 
improve electoral conditions 
within a week. 

In a statement issued late 
Sunday, the non-partisan 
National Democratic Insti- 
tute (NDI), wotidog in this 
BaOc^ countiy with funding 
from foe United States gov- 


ernment. said it may be 
advisable Ixiefly to postpone 
polling in some areas. 

The report produced by a 
four-member delegation in 
Albania last week, also caUed 
on foe countiy's most senior 
poUticians to shoulder their 
share of responsibiUty for 
Albania's crisis and to urge 
their supporters to lay down 
their wea^ns. 

Snap elections aim to res- 
tore calm after violence and 
unrest swept Albania foDow- 
ing the collapse of frau- 
dulent savings schemes earli- 
er this year. Armed gangs still 
effectively control some parts 
of foe poor, mountainous 
country. 

“Unless dramatic im- 
provements in the elector^ 
conditions are achieved in the 
next week ... a postponement 
will ncx only be advisable but 
will be required to avert a 
potential electoral frulure," 
the NDI statemeut said. 

If conditions are adequ^ 
in most of Albania's 1 IS elec- 
toral zones, a brief postpone- 
ment of polling in ofoers may 
be advisable to concentrate 
attention on those areas after 
June 29. it said. 

‘The intemattonaj commu- 
nity also should support such 
partiafly delayed elections,” 
it added. 

The main problems identi- 
fied by the NDI were delays 
in registering and announc- 
ing candidates, choosing sites 
for polling stations, publish- 
ing voter lists forming 
local zone election commis- 
sions. 

It also cited security prob- 
lems which could complicate 


distribution of election mate- 
rials and results, make it hard 
to find election workers, 
restrict campaign activity and 
“significantly depress voter 
tumouL” 

An unresolved dispute over 
the law on distributing 40 of 
foe 155 parliamentary seats 
by proportional representa- 
tion was another problem, as 
well as confusion among 
Albanians about foe role of 
foe international community, 
the NDI said. 

The Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation m 
Europe (OSCE) is foe main 
international body in Al- 
bania to help with and moni- 
tor foe poll, but the country's 
interim multi-party n.ntinnai 
unity government is respon- 
sible for organising it. 

The NDI said conditions 
for legitimate elections may 
be achieved with enough 
effort and help from the inter- 
national community. A delay 
could destroy Albania's frag- 
ile political consensus g nd 
further reduce security. 

“However, foe single most 
important determinant of 
whefoer foe forthcoming 
elections provide a way for- 
ward for Albania, regardless 
of foe date of the elections, 
will be foe behaviour of Al- 
bania’s most senior politi- 
cians.” the NDI said. 

Overseas OSCE observers 
«u the weekend voiced sever- 
al concerns which they said 
foay justify a technical delay 
in the poll, but added rh.nt this 
was politically out of foe 
question. 


1 dead as fire rages through Bangkok shim 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
night club hostess was 
killed and a man was miss- 
ing Monday after a fire 
swept through a crowded 
slum in foe Thai capital 
destroying about 50 shanty 
homes, police said. 

A 23-year-old bar hostess, 
who worked in Bangkok's 
notorious Pat Pong red li^t 
district, burned to -death 


while a 20-year-old man 
was unaccounted for after 

the blaze tore through a sec- 
tion of the dense Klong Toei 
district, police said, 

PoUce said several resi- 
dents of foe sprawling area 
were treated for minor 
|2|^,^mcluding smoke 

■^ey said to fire broke 
out early Monday in the 


lughi club worker’s house 
in foe Palana Mai zone. 

Fire officers brought the 
blaze under control after 
about two hours and were 
still dousing the area wifo 
w^er late in the morning. 

Fir^ regularly gut parts of 
Bangkok's crowded slum 
areas, which are packed 
with makeshift wooden 
homes. 
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British supermodel Naomi Campbell is led by security into the airport after lea\'ing hospital in Gran Canaria. Ms. 
uampbeii was treated in hospit^ after a suspected drugs overdose Sunday (Reuter photo) 

Naomi Campbell in Paris after health scare 


P.^RIS iR) — British super- 
model Naomi Campbell 
flew to Paris early Monday 
after receiving emergency 
treatment in the Canary Is”, 
lands for what a bospit^ of- 
ficial described as a drug 
overdose. 

The 26- year-old model's 
lawyers denied she had 
overdosed and insisted she 
had been rushed to hospital 
early Sunday after an alier- 
gic reaction to antibiotics. 

An airport official said 
Ms. Campbell landed ui Le 
Bourset, north of Paris, at 
5.22 a.m. (0322 GMT) 
aboard a chartered Swiss- 
registered private aircraft 
No information was avail- 
able on her whereabouts 
and plans. 

Officials at the hospital on 
the Spanish island of Gran 
Canaria said the model was 
treated in the intensive care 
unit in the early hours of 
Sunday, but had made a 
steady recovery and was 
released Sunday evening. 

‘Wapifii Campbell 


(2000 GMT),” a nurse told 
Reuters. 

A hospital official earlier 
said that .Vis. Campbell had 
been admitted into intensive 
care after some kind of 
‘'overdose.” The hospital 
would not reveal further 
details of Ms. Campbell’s 
condition, but local media 
reported that she had taken 
sedatives. 

However, a spokesman 
for .Ms. Campbell Jcmathan 
Goldstein of the law firm 
Olsw'ang. ruled out any kind 
of overdose. 

"She wishes to make it 
clear that there is absolutely 
no foundation w'faatsoever 
to the story that she had 
taken an overdose,” he said 
in a statement issued to 
Britain's Press Association 
news agency. 

Local media reported that 
Ms. Campbell had arrived 
on the island Friday on the 
same plane as her boy- 
friend, 28-year-oId flamen- 
co dancer Joaquin Cortes. 

At around 0200 GMT 


discharged from the hospi- Sunday she was taken semi- 
lal shortly after 10 pjiL conscious Cram her five-star 


hotel in the island capital 
Las Palmas to the Nuestra 
Senora Del Pino Hospital, 
officials said. 

Local media said the cat- 
walk model bad earlier had 
an argument with Mr. 
Cortes, who is in Gran Ca- 
naria with his hugely suc- 
cessful G>psy Passion 
dance show. 

Residents at the luxury 
hotel where Ms. Campbell 
and Mr. Cortes had been 
staying in separate rooms, 
were reported to have com- 
plained about a heated con- 
versation between the two. 

Hotel staff said Ms. 
Campbell had appeared ex- 
tremely nervous after the 
discussion and had taken 
some form of medicine, 
local media reported. The 
hotel would not comment 
on the reports. 

Dressed in his trademark 
black, Mr. Cortes arrived at 
the hospital Sunday after- 
noon to visit the supermod- 
el who commands tens of 
thousands of doUars foe a 
morning’s work. 

He spent several hours at 


the hospital and later left to 
star in his hit show at a local 
theatre. 

.After being discharged, 
local media reported that 
.Ms. Campbell left the hos- 
pital by a kitchen exit and 
was driven away in a Mer- 
cedes-Benz car to the air- 
port Photographers saw her 
smiling and chatting with 
her companions wearing a 
lime green jumper and sun- 
glasses as she waited to 
lea\-e the island. 

Ms. Campbell has been 
linked for several months to 
Mr. Cortes, the long-haired 
flamenco star who is 
dubbed *'sex on legs” for his 
steamy dancing. 

But gossip magazines 
lucently reported that the 
Spanish dancer had broken 
up with Ms. Campbell and 
was pictured with another 
w'oman on holiday in the 
southern resort of Marbella. 

His Gypsy Passion show 
is thrilling audiences across 
Europe and North America 
with erotic dancing whlcL 
blends flamenco, b^let and 
jazz. 


Sri Lankan rebels reportedly 3 Hindu bus 
kill 14 troops in ambush passengers 

X ch/^T rt^nri tn 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
Tiger separatists said Mon- 
day that they ambushed a 
military patrol in Sri Lan- 
ka's eastern Anipara district 
and killed 14 troops. 

The clandestine Voice of 
Tigers radio, monitored in 
the northern govemment- 
heid town of Vavuniya, said 
the patrol was ambushed 
Sunday. 

Military officials in the 
east earlier said the patrol, 
which included special 
commandos, police and 
homeguards, had been am- 
bushed and at least 14 peo- 
ple were missing. 

They said a search opera- 
tion was continuing in the 
area. 

Meanwhile, police and re- 
sidents in Vavuniya, some 
220 kilometres no^ of the 
capital Colombo, said 26 
people, mostly civilians, 
were wounded when a 
bomb attached to a bicycle 
exploded in the town centre 
Monday morning. 

At least four policemen 
w'ere among the wounded, 
they said. It was not imme- 


diately known whether any- 
body had died in the blasL 

Schools and shops in the 
town closed after the attack 
and security forces 
launched a search for rebel 
infiltrators, they said. 

Residents earlier said the 
anny had fired artillery 
overnight at areas north of 
the towTi. which had come 
under heavy attack by Libe- 
ration Tigers of Tamil Ee- 
lam (L'O'E) rebels last 
week. 

They said security in the 
town bad been stepped up 
after last week's attack, and 
reinforcements had been 
called in to guard Vavu- 
niya's army camp, police 
stations and other key eco- 
nomic and government 
inscalladoos. 

The Sri l^nkan milit^ 
launched a major oftensive 
called Operation “Jaya Si- 
kuru” (Sure Of Victory) 
against the LTTE through 
the brush jungles of the nor- 
thern Wanni region last 
month. It is aimed at open- 
ing a key highway linking 
Vavuniya to Jaffna peninsu- 


la. 100 kilometres further 
north. 

The LTTE struck back in a 
daring attack on military 
positions last week at Than- 
dikulam and Nochchimod- 
dai. immediately north of 
Vavuniya. However, no 
fresh fighting has been re- 
ported in the north since 
then. 

Troops were flushing 
the remaining rebels still 
believed to be hiding near 
Vavuniya. the Defence Mi- 
nistry said Sunday. 

The LTTE are fighting for 
an independent homeland 
for minorit}’ Tamils in Sri 
Lanka's north and east. 

Military officials said na- 
val patrols had also been 
stepped up in the seas off 
eastern Trincomalee dis- 
tricL some 250 kilomecres 
from Colombo, to check 
rebel movements in the 
wake of last week’s raid. 

The govemmem says 
more than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the war, 
now in its I4th year. The 
LTTE say the toll is higher. 


15 held after riots in Indonesians Madura 


JAKARTA (R) — Police arrested 15 people 
after weekend riots on the Indonesian 
island of Madura in which a Muslim crowd 
burned shops, a Protestant church and a 
\ Buddhist temple, a poUce spokesman said 

Monday. ^ - 

“Fifteen people have been arrested after 
the riots and we are still investigating the 
case,” East Java police spokesman Colonel 
Sofwat Hadi told Reuters by telephone 
from Surabaya, capital of East Java. He 
gave no other details. 

Residents said a crowd at Bangkalan on 
the strongly Muslim island off East Java 
rioted Saturdav night after a service to com- 
memorate the recent death of local religious 
leader Amin Iraron, who was also a mem- 
ber of the regional assembly lOr the 
Muslim-backed United Development Party 

(PPP). 

Some news reports said the Bangkalan 
riot was spaiked by anger that civjc autnor- 
iiies had held a celebration after the town 
was named one of the cleanest in Indonesia. 
Muslims felt the celebration should have 
been delaved until after the Islamic 40-day 


mourning period for Amin Imron. 

A senior diplomatic analyst said several 
riots over the past year, mainly on Java, 
which has around 60 per cent of the nation's 
2(X) million population, appeared to have 
been connected to socio-economic discon- 
tent. 

But he said there were also indications of 
increasing **lslamisation,” particularly in 
rural areas, villages and towns. 

“Some of it flows from gradually increas- 
ing Islamisation — not rai^cal fhodamen- 
taiUm, but much more overt Muslim influ- 
ence, especially In the villages,” he said. 

Madura was also hit by rioting following 
the countr>'*s May 29 general elections on 
reports that the ruling Golkar Part>' had 
swept the polls on the island, a PPP strong- 
hold. 

Golkar swept the national poll with over 
74 per cent of the vote, while the PPP got 
just under 23 per cenL The only other party 
legally entitled to contest the poll, the frag- 
mented Indonesian Democratic Party 
(PDl). got about three per cent. 


passengers 
shot dead in 
Kashmir 

JAMMU (R) — Three 
Hindu bus passengers 
were shot dead by suspect- 
ed separatist rebels in the 
northern Indian state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, po- 
lice said Monday. 

They said armed rebels, 
believed to be Muslims, 
stopped a bus carrying 32 
people late Sunday and 
forced all six Hindu pas- 
sengers aboard to aliebL 

When the guerrillas told 
the passengers to walk 
about 100 metres away 
from ±e bus. one escaped. 
The rebels released two 
others and gunned down 
three, who were high 
school teachers, police 
said. 

The killings occurred 
near the village of Cool 
Gulab Garh. some 180 
kdlometres northeast of 
Jammu, the winter capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
mostly Hindu India's only 
Muslim-majority state. 

Police and hospitals say 
more than 20,0()0 people 
have been killed in the 
region since a separatist 
insuigency broke out in 
1990. More than a dozen 
rebel groups are fighting 
for merger with rieigh- 
bouring Islamic Pakisian 
or an independent home- 
land. 

Most Hindus fled the 
Kashmir Valley seven 
years ago fearing retalia- 
tion after the Indian army 
opened fire against sepa- 
ratist demonstrators. 

Rebels killed 15 Hindu 
bus passengers in a similar 
attack in 1993 on Aug. 14, 
Pakistan’s Independence 
Day. 

India has repeatedly ac- 
cused Pakistan of arming 
and training the insur- 
gents. Islamabad says it 
provides only moral and 
diplomatic support to the 
rebels. 


Opposition forces launch 
new attack on Taleban 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Op- 
position forces launched a 
new attack against the pu- 
rist Islamic Talelxm militia 
north of Kabul Monday, a 
Pakistan-based new's agen- 
cy reported. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AlP) said gueirilias lo\al 
to former government Com- 
mander Shah Mas- 

ood had Msed artillery to 
pound Taleban positions at 
Pul-i-Maiak, between the 
towns of Cbarikar and Jabal 
Os-Siraj on the main hi^- 
way to the n<Mtb. 

At least four fighters from 
both sides were Idlled in the 
fighting, w'hich was still 
going on. AlP said. 

Mr. Masood has been bat- 
tling the Taleban in the Jaba) 
Os>§iraj area since be broke 
out of his Ihifljsher Valley 
fiefdom more than two 
weeks ago to trap a Taleban 
force that crossed the 


Hindu Kush range into the 
north via the Salang Pass. 

(^position forces drove 
that force out of Pul-i- 
Khumri, the Taleban 's last 
stronghold in the north, lost 
Wednesday. 

The Taleban have suffered 
a series of military setbacks 
at the hands of opposition 
foree^ in the past few weeks. 

Witnesses 5>oid the militia 
had been using night flights 
to send the bodies of killed 
fighters from Kabul to the 
easient town of Jalalabad to 
be returned to their families. 

They said at least 20 bod- 
ies hod been flown to Jalala- 
bad Saturday and Sunday. 

Meanwhile. .Afghan wo- 
men have been banned from 
working with foreign organ- 
isations ‘in northern areo.s 
under the control of the an- 
ti-TuIeban alliunce. officials 
told .AFP Monda\'. 

“W'c received an official 


note advising us that Af- 
ghan women would not be 
allowed to work with for- 
eign organisations any 
more.” said Michel Duc- 
reaux. head of the Imema- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross ilCRCl. 

Mr. Ducreaux said the 
note had been delisereJ to 
at least four foreign aid or- 
ganisations working in the 
northern capital Mazar-i- 
Sharif. now under the con- 
trol of ethnic Uzbek leader 
Genera! .Abdul Malik. 

“.Around ! 5 of our .Afgh.'in 
women itaff are currentK 
•.UNpended from work.” Mr. 
Ducreaux noted. 

But .Afghan women base 
not been banned from rheir 
jobs in the ci% t! >erx ice >ec- 
Eor of Gen. Malik's northern 
administration, .he noted. 

“tn our ease an exception 
was made for .Afghan wo- 
men WLirkine in the health 


and medical sector.” the 
Red Cross chief added. 

Curiously, not all of the 
many foreign agencies wor- 
king In Mazar-i-Shartf have 
received notification of the 
work h.'in on .Afghan wo- 
men. 

.Afghan observers have 
suggested Gen. Malik may 
be under pressure from anti- 
foreign elements in his ad- 
ministration, or the Uzbek 
boss might just be try ing to 
.ippeasc loeal religious lea- 
ders. 

"h's not cle.tr whether this 
is u political or a gender 
issue.” one said. 

In May, Gen. Malik de- 
feeied to the Taleban allow - 
ing the Islamic militants 
into Ma/ar-i-Sharif unop- 
posed, bur this would-be ,d- 
iiaiice quickly broke down 
and Gen. Mulik re.iligned 
himself with other opposi- 
tion forces. 


Pol Pot capture imminent, Cambodian premier 


ANG SNOUL, (AFF) — Cambodian authorities expeet to 
capture Khmer Rmige leader Pol Pot dead or alive within 
two days. First Mme Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
said Monday, 

“From now on the Khmer Rouge as a military force and a 
political force are completely dismantled. We cun now real- 
ly talk about the end of the Khmer Rouge.” he said. 

The remaining girenillas are to make a formal declaration 
Wednesday that they will join the Phnom Penh government, 
he cold reponers in Ang Snoul. 20 kilometres southwe.st of 
the capital where be inaugurated a pagoda. 

“Even if someone does not accept this. 1 will accept this 
in my capaciQr as first prime minister and co-commander in 
chief of the Royal Cambodian .Armed Forces.” he said in a 
veiled reference to Second Prime Minister Hun Sen who 
has said he opposed negotiations with the hardliners. 

“I hope to take Pol Pot — alive or not I don't know, 
because tire military situation is very tense — by today or 
the next day.” Prince Ranariddh said. 

“I hope tiiat we will be able to capture him alive. If w e do. 
we have no choice but to send him to an international tri- 
bunal. It is absolutely necessary,” he added. 

The Khmer Rouge leadership, of which Mr. Pol Pot was 
tire he^. is held responsible for the deaths of as many os 
two million Cambodians from execution, starv'ation or dis- 
ease during their neariv four-year reicn of terror in the mid- 
1970s. 

Mr. Pol IA>t, tire Khmer Rouge's “Brother Number One” 
who has not been seen in public for nearly 17 years, was 
reported dead Iasi jrean hurt -was never possible- to confirm- • 
chore 'repoiis- iodepe6deml}s Despite renewed -speculatioa 
tn the past week char Mr. Pot might in fact already be 


dead. Prince RunandJh inxjsied Mond.iy ih.il (he guerrilla 
leader, who would be o9 >eurs old. was alive hut very ill. 

“Yes he is alive, the people who are chasing him know 
very well he is alive, ihev have seen him,” the pnnec said, 
admitting, how ev er. that he had no other ev idenee to prove 
the poinL 

He viid that guerrill'is who reeenlly split from Mr. Pol 
Pot's hardliners had freed six senior Khmer Rouge cadres 
who had been led aw ay when Mr. Pol Pot's men lied their 
former base at .Aiilong N'eng. The anti-Pol Pol guerrilliLs 
rerv>rTeJly managed to stop six of the It) trucks in the eon- 
V oy w hich vv as heading toward the Thai bonier, he said, cit- 
ing inibmiation from his top military commander General 
Nhiek Bun Chhay. who was in the .Anionc Veng area 
Sunday. 

Khmer Rouge Chief of Staff Ta Mok, known as one of the 
guerrillas* most brutal commanders, has disappeared, the 
Prince .said, backing off from earlier ckiinis that Mr Ta 
Mok had been one of those abducted by Mr. Pol Pol. 

“It appears that Ta Mok is against Pol Pot. Pol Pot is very 
isolated.” the prince held, adding that only Khmer Rouge 
“Prime Muiisier” Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea. Mr. Pol 
Pot's number two remained with him. 

Prince Ranariddh said he had met personally with Mr. 
Khieu Samphan three weeks ago to discuss the surrender of 
the guerrillas but that the negotiation process had been 
thrown into disarray when Khmer Rouge “Defence 
Mini.ster” Son Sen* was murdered last Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

- -He maimauied tiiai it had been Mr.-Pi4 Pet-and not Mr > 
Mok who had ordered the murder of Sou Seu and his fuo>- 
Uy. 
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Integrated action 

to boost tourism 


ACCLADVIED AS the key sector for Jordan's 
economic development at international and local 
conferences, tourism still needs long-term plan- 
ning, heavy deregulation procedures, and sound 
infrastructure development to become the motor 
of the country's economy. The multitude of pro- 
jects enthusiasticaily presented at the 1995 
Middle East and North AfHca (MENA) summit 
in Amman is mostly still awaiting implementa- 
tion and, in some cases, mainly in Aqaba and 
Dead Sea, foreign investors are polling out 
because of crippling bureaucracy and inade- 
quate financing facilities. 

HRH Prince Abdullah on Monday urged the 
ministries of information and tourism to design 
integrated tourist plans to market Jordan 
abroad and stressed the need for better promo- 
tion of lesser-known tourism sites. Madaba’s 
mosaic map of the Holy Land, the facade of A1 
Kbazneh or A1 Deir abound in calendars and 
posters, while other attractions are too often for- 
gotten or belittled. Especially Amra, perhaps the 
most charming of the desert castles, a luxurious 
bathhouse built in the eighth century and 
enriched by beautiful frescoes, does not seem to 
be promoted enough, despite the fact that it is an 
easily-accessible destination, not so far from the 
capital. 

The Regent’s call for circulating more and 
higher qualit}' promotional material (video clips, 
TV documentaries, leaflets and guidebooks) 
abroad, partially answers the private sector’s 
repeated demand for more decisive and effective 
promotional material. 

Private sector tourism operators are for exam- 
plecomplainkig of some decemi^ commonplace 
notions that . keep tourists awayl Jordaman - 
agents, for instance, have complained that tour 
operators abroad depict Jordan as prohibitively 
bot during the summer season. In really, 
European tourists should be informed that, due 
to the low humidity rate, Aqaba’s or Amman’s 
38‘^C during the summer are mnch more bear- 
able than Rome’s, Athens’ or Madrid’s 30°C. 

From the statistics made available by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Jordan appears to be a 
^transit” country: Arrivals in tiie first four 
months of 1997 reached 929,786, but ^ot all that 
glitters is gold;” out of this grand total, the actu- 
al number of tourists was only 325,0^, slightly 
more (032 per cent) than in tihe same period of 
1996. More than the marginal volume of growth, 
what is worrying about these statistics is, howev- 
er, the sharp drop in the number of tourists from 
European (12.22 per cent), and American coun- 
tries (9.37 per cent), which becomes even more 
significant should one consider that, as business- 
men put it, European and American tourists are 
"the ones who bring and spend money in the 
country.” 

Regional instability and the current state of the 
peace process are certainly greatly responsible 
for these meagre results. 

In the meanwhile, figures by the Ministry of 
Tourism show that there are 48 hotel projects 
currently under construction, with a total of 
4393 new rooms and an estimated cost of more 
than JD204 million. Should all of them be 
finalised, there would also be nearly 4,000 new 
jobs available. 

Whether it is the brochures, the promotion of 
Jordan abroad, figures of tourists and transit 
passengers or new hotel rooms, what appears to 
be missing is a joint, overall effort that takes all 
these factors into consideration and comes up 
with an integrated plan for the coming decade. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i said Wednesday that an 
announcement by the U.S. House of Representatives 
con.sidering Jerusalem os the united capital of Israel 
contradicts Washington's own stands and previous U.$. 
administrations' positions which considered Arab 
Jerusalem on occupied territory, like the rest of the 
West Bank. Sultan Hattab said that while pretending to 
be a peace broker, the U.S. has been encouraging Israel 
to consolidate its hold on the occupied Arab lands, and 
by passing this decision in Congress, it is now encour- 
aging other nations to follow its example and endorse 
the illegal measures taken by Israel in the occupied 
Arab lands. At the same time, the decision has pre- 
empted any negotiations between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis on the future of the Holy City and is, in 
effect, making U.N. Security Council resolutions null 
and void, he added. In view of this development, the 
writer asked what is left of the peace process, what 
future awaits the Arab city and what role does the U.S., 
as a peace broker, play in this region. Washington, 
which bos been supporting Israel's illegal measures, 
providing it with economic and military power and 
protecting it from any censure at the inteniationai fora, 
said the writer, is proving once again that, when it 
comes to Israd, it is only the two faces of die same 
coin. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G- Khouri 


Where the laws of the state and 


the morality codified in human faith meet 


LUBECK, Germany — This picturesque German port 
town on the Baltic Sea is attractive to tourists and mer- 
chants from throughout the world: but due ro a series of 
unusual events during the last month it may also prove to 
be important — once again in history — for its wider 
impact on some basic concepts of how morality, power, 
sovereignty and authority are wielded in the national 
structures of our human civilisation. 

la the 14th century, LQbeck entered the history books 
thanks to its role as the cq)ital of the Hanseatic Le^e, 
the association of Dutch and German cities that dominat- 
ed trade with Russia and Scandinavia. The Hanseatic 
League promoted trade among some two-hundred cities in 
northern Europe, and the combination of prosperity and 
open communications that it fostered help^ to lay the 
groundwork for the next great era of civilisation in 
Europe, which included the rapid expansion of urbanism, 
the Reformation and the advent of nationalism and the 


nation-state. 

Today. LQbeck is the scene of a fascinating human-polit- 
ical drama ±at sees the church and the state gently spar- 
ring over who has the right to grant or reject asylum to 
foreigners who face danger if they are sent back to their 
own country. What is happening in Liibeck today certain- 
ty symbolises many of the important and often f^-chang- 
ing issues that face Germany and Western Europe as a 
whole, such as local-national-regioDal sovereignty, 
church-state ties, CThristiao-Muslim relations and one's 
self-perception as a monocultural nation or a multicultur- 
al society of different religions and races. 

The issue in question is the status of an Algerian family 
comprising a husband and wife and their four children, 
aged 14 years to five months, whose application for per- 
manent asylum in Crermany was denied by the state in 
early May. They were ordered to leave Germany by May 
16, but a few days before that date they were granted asy- 
lum within a Protestant Church in LUbeck. The minis ter of 
St. Mary's (Thurch here, Gunter Harig. championed the 
family's request for church asylum because of what he 
and others in his congregation saw as a glaring gap 


between the conduct of the state and the dictates of their 
Christian morality. The request for church asylum 
approved by the local congregation of the church, in 
whose bands such decisions rest, with the local church 
board approv ing it by a vote of ten-to-one, with two 
abstentions. 

Reverend Harig painstaldngly points out the complex 
and delicate nature of the relations between the state and 
the church in this case, which, be says, is based on mutu- 
al respect and a common comnutment to respect the law. 
The church's view is that the state’s review of the family’s 
asylum request was insufticiently rigorous and did not 
reflect the reality that the Algerian family would be in 
mortal danger if they were sent back to Al^a, given that 
the man had been sentenced to two prison terms by the 

government in Algiers and his home had been burnt down. 

The church granted the family asylum in order to give 
the State more time to reconsider the case, including a 
review of evidence that church specialists and lawyers had 
found convincing as cause for the family to be granted 
permanent asylum in Germany. The church also notes that 
it only grants asylum afier all normal legal recourse is 
exhausted and if deportation threatens the lives of die peo- 
ple involved. 

“We think that we are only applying in real life the 
morality of the church and erf Jesus C^st. which very 
clearly speaks about offering assistance and protection to 
strangers and foreigners,’' Rw. Harig explmned. *‘We are 
not trying to e\'ade or break the law of the state, but rather 
we are Dying to get tiie state to apply the law folly and 
within the context of the Christian morality that we feel 
underpins the law.” 

The church and the state have an unwritten agreement 
that as long as the church keeps the family in its care, the 
police will not try to find them or deport tiiem forcibly. 
This is in part a reciprocation of the respect that the 
church shows the state, for example in the fact that Rev. 
Harig phoned ihe local officials and informed them of the 
church's decision to grant the family asylum, so that the 
government would not have to find out from the next day's 


press. He school-age children of the go to Kh^l 

every day. but the parents stay at their pi nffere for 
ared for totaUy by the local congregation. OfTcre for 
assistance to the family have come from maiiy others m 
both Christian and Muslim. 

doctors who have offered to provide any needed medical 
care for free. 


^;s after dte family was first Ij! 

*- -- undisclosed apiartnient in the 


church and then moved to an . . 

city, a small Catholic church in LUbeck 
perpetratois of that attack wrote Reverend Hang s n^e 
on foe church wall alongside some swastik;w. tne iNua 
si»n. The day of the fire, the police immediately asked 
Rev. Harig about the whereabouts of the Algenan 
He asked them why they wanted to know, they said that 
foey wanted to protect foe family against any possible 
attq^]gf by foe people who firebombed the churct^ proba- 
bly one of the neo-Nazi, anti-foreigner groups that iw-e 
sprung up in many parts of Europe in recent ye;irs. The 
police have protected the family in their apartment ever 
since, and have also protected Rev. Harig himself against 


any possible harm. 

In this historic town, therefore, the state police now pro- 
tect an Algerian Muslim family in an apanment where the 
church has given the family asylum to shield it from the 
implementation of a deportation order by the state. Once 
again, as happened in the 14th-to-I6th centuries, trading 
towns in Germany are focal points of morally motivated 
actions by individuals and small groups of people. The 
impact of such actions may bo contained within (heir com- 
munities or may ripple out to other parLs of the country or 
the continent. What is clear, and impressive, in Germany 
today is the willingness and perhaps even ihe determina- 
tion of both the church and the state to address the com- 
plex issues of the sovereignty and authority exercised by 
both, at that important junciure where the law.s of the state 
and the morality codified in human faith meet and find a 
means of not only coexisting, but perhaps also of enrich- 
ing one another. The German Baltic port of LUbeck is a 
fascinating place to visiL to observ'e and to learn from. 


The euro won’t buy 


a genuinely united Europe 


By Tony Judt 


NEW YORK — The first 
two lessons firom the 
Socialist victory in France’s 
electipi^^jjgst .^^unday ok . 
obvious, and mostly of intv-. 
est to the Frencb^ One is that 
President Jacques Chirac 
and the Gaullist movement 
are in trouble, revealing a 
dangerous sin^ole on the 
ri^t wing of French poli- 
tics. The second is that any 
serious attempt to reduce 
France’s generous social and 
welfare provisions wiU be 
overwhelmingly rebuffed by 
the French public. 

A third lesson, however, 
will have broad conse- 
quences for Europe and the 
world. It is that foe goal of 
uniting Europe around foe 
euro, foe common currency 
envisaged under foe 
Maastricht treaty, has been 
revealed as politically unat- 
tainable. 

Paradoxically, it was foe 
Socialist President Fran 9 ois 
Mitterrand who was foe dri- 
ving force behind foe 
Maastricht agreement in 
December 1991. Like many 
of the previous stages in foe 
European community's forg- 
ing of an “ever closer union” 
over foe last 40 years, foe 
treaty was economic in form 
but political in purpose. 

In foe aftermaifo of German 
unification, foe French were 
anxious to bind tbeir power- 
ful neighbour firmly within 
existing European institu- 
tions. Giancellor Helmut 
Kohl of Germany assented 
readily, but only on the con- 
dition that foe move to a sin- 
gle European currency be 
achieved at no cost to 
Germany’s cherished mone- 
tary stability. If the German 
currency was to be folded 
into the euro, then the euro 
would have to be as firm as 
foe mark. 

But the criteria under 
which member states are 
allowed to join foe monetary 
union — notably the require- 
ment that their annual bud- 
get deficit not exceed 3 per 
cent of gross domestic piq- 
uet — were arbitrarily set 
nearly six years ago and rep- 
resent an unrealistic and 
excessive concern with mon- 
etary stability. 

Such terms have 

made sense in an era of sus- 
tained high economic 
growth. But in today's strait- 
ened circumstances fo^ 
oblige governments to pass 
unpopu]^ deflationary mea- 
sures and spending cuts — 
and fous destabilise national 
politics. 


Furthermore, foe race to 
foe euro has encouraged 
political dishonesty and bad 
faith among foe European 
member states. To qualify 
, ior menfoership jn their own.. 
"‘clubV iBel'Frenfih' dhd 'nfdiis' ' 
recently foe Germans have 
aaempied budgetary sleight 
of hand — foe French by 
mortgaging state pension 
plans and foe Germans by 
unsuccessfully trying to 
revalue their centr^ bank's 
gold reserves. 

This has soured relations 
with smaller nations like 
Spain and Italy, which foe 
Germans have sanctimo- 
niously lectured on the 
virtues of financial strin- 
gency. As a result, foe move 
to a closer monetaiy union is 
actually driving Europeans 
fiutiier apart. 


to pursue foe difficult eco- 
nomic and social transfor- 
mations foey have begun 
without eventually iucreas- 
ing government spending of 

tena. • , ■ 

The likely outcome 'i^lfiss 
a unified continent than a 
concentric series of 
European “clubs,” a multi- 
class Europe that will nour- 
ish disa^ements and 
resentments in years to 
come. 

Finally, by de fining a 
strong euro as foe main 
objective of union, and peg- 
ging painful social reforms 
and welfare cutbacks to that 
goal, Europe's leaders have 
played into foe hands of crit- 
ics from foe political fiinges. 

All across Europe, 
“Brussels” is now attacl^ 


“A European Union founded on a 
strong and inflexible currency — the 


extrapolation to the rest of the continent 
of the post-war German ‘miracle’ — is 
no longer realistic or prudent An ever- 
closer union, of the kind that seemed so 
admirable and necessary in 1957 when 
the Treaty of Rome was drawn up, may 
no longer be the best way to ensure 
peace and stability in EuropeJ 
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Thus foe Italian govern- 
ment of Romano Prodi has 
taken great pains and consid- 
erable political risks to bring 
its budget in line with foe 
Maastricht criteria. Yet 
German politicians nnri 
bankers continue to cast 
doubt on Italy's long-term 
economic reliability, 

Germany's own budget 
deficit and soaring unem- 
ployment notwithstanding. 

Tliis has led foe Italics , 
along with Greeks and 
Spaniards, to suspect that foe 
rigidity of foe terms for foe 
euro have more to do with 
German domestic politics 
than any grand design for a 
united continent. 

To many, foe criteria seem 
little more than a device to 
keep Mediterranean coun- 
tri^ out of foe monetaiy 
union as long as possible 

From foe perspective 
candidates for future mem- 
bership in foe European 
Uoion, the prospect is equal- 
ly depressii^. Even if one or 
two former Communist 
states could technically 
qualify for membership 
under foe Maastricht rules 
toda^r (which is quite possi- 
ble). they could not continue 


of 


by demagogues as the sym- 
bol of rules and leqmie- 
ments that create local 
unemployment, cuts in gov- 
ernment service and eco- 
nomic stagnation. 

Critics assert: “We are the 
ones who stand for those 
who have no voice in 
Brussels, for voters fearful 
of change (and foreigners'), 
for those who look closer to 
home for their security and 
identity. We shall reassert 
foe policymaking autonomy 
of foe nation-state.’* 

In France foe extreme- 
right National Front and foe 
Communists, together with 
various dissident politicians 
who share tiieir dislike for 
"Europe.” gained nearly 30 
per cent of foe vote. 

In Austria the Freedom 
Party, a Europhobic group, 
has attracted voters fiom 
social-democratic strong- 
holds inclufong Vienna, 
where ii won a quarter of the 
votes in municipal elections 
last year. 

If the painful budgetary 
refoims and tax incteases 
adopted by Italy’s cenbe-lefi 
coatition prove in vain and 
foe nation is kept out of 
monetary umoiu an angry 


reaction can be expected 
there, too. 

At the very least we shall 
hear demands across foe 
^ contineat for a “social 
"Europe nlfoer foaa.a mone- 
tary 

prorms^tiiat was held out to 
French voters by foe new 
prime mmistec, Lionel 
Jospin, and is finding an 
eager audience among 
Gmmany’s floundering 
Social Democrats. Likewise, 
it is only in some such social 
union that we can expect 
Tony Blair’s Britain to play a 
full part 

The lesson is clear. A 
European Union founded on 
a strong and inflexible cur- 
rmey — foe extrapolation to 
foe rest of foe continent of 
foe post-war German “mira- 
cle” — is no longer realistic 
or prudent 

An ever-closer union, of 
foe kind that seemed so 
admirable and necessary in 
1957 when foe Treaty of 
Rome was drawn up, may no 
longer be foe best way to 
ensure peace and stability in 
Europe. 

Melding the economies of 
countries as difierent as 
Austria and Britain, France 
and Portugal. Sweden and 
Greece (not to mention 
Poland or Hungary) is both 
impossible and unwise; 
Contrasting social and eco- 
nomic practices are born of 
long-standing political and 
cultural differences that can- 
not be obliterated with foe 
wave of a magic monetary 
wand. 

There are alternative. less 
monolifoic models of coop- 
eration. The Swiss coirfeder- 
ation, in which real political 
authority and foe power to 
make major economic deci- 
sions are shared among 
autonomous regions, might 
be a more reassuring modeL 
If Europe is ever to move 
towards genuine cooperation 
in foreign policy and mili- 
tary coord^tion, both of 
which require foe active 
cooperation of sovereign 
states, then foe union will 
need to scale back both its 
rhetoric and its cuireni mon- 
etaiy obsessions. 

But what, some will ask, if 
global maricet forces make 
economic "harmonisation” 
inevitable? That, however, i$ 
foe last lesson of foe recent 
French election: "Global 
maritet forces” don't vote. 


The writer is Erector of the 
Remarque Institute at New 
York University. The article 
above is reprinted from The 
New York Times. 


LETTERS 


Costly decision 


To the Editon 


THE NATION is in mourning; hundreds of survivors of 
foe Oklahoma Cit>’ Federal Building disaster mourn their 
lo\'ed ones. The family of Timothy McVeigh, foe Desert 
Storm veteran con\icted of foe bombing, lament his death 
sentence. A few people mourn the death of U.S. Middle 
East policy marked by foe congressional decision to move 
foe' U.S.' embassy to Jerusalem, thereby recognismg. foe 
Hdfy City as foe capital of fodVewlAH state. Fewei* still- will 
see the intimate connection belweeH'foese deafos!. 

Americans are stricken with a kind of terror at fob spec- 
tre of this scale of violence agmnst our ou-n people in foe 
heartland At first thought to be some Middle Eastern 
fanatic, foe mass murderer turned out to be one of us. 
There are two important lessons here; the insupportable 
grief and loss the families of the victims in Oklahoma felt 
and still fee] is exactly the same as that felt by the families 
of the women and children (nearly three times as many ) in 
Baghdad when U.S. spent-uranium tipped missiles cut 
through foe concrete of foe civilian bomb-shelter at 
Amiriya in 1991; foe same as that felt by foe survivors of 
bomb victims in Israel's routine shelling of villages in 
Lebanon, and, of course, foe same os foaf felt by foe sur- 
vivors of suicide bombers in Israel. 

The fact that foe convicted bomber of foe Oklahoma City 
Federal Building is a veteran of foe Gulf war should help 
to wake Americans up to the implications of our foreign 
policy. If we train young men and women to participate in 
a massive slaughter of another people, what is to guaran- 
tee that these skills will not be turned asainst our oum peo- 
ple? 

Timothy McVeigh was right to feel that something evil 
was coming from his own government, but he was wrong 
in foe way he chose to respond to this evil. .Another young 
American, Eric Gustafson, was also traumatised by what 
he saw and participated in during Desert Storm: he saw foe 
Highway of Death shortly after foe massive bombing of a 
retreating army and realised that international rules of war- 
fare, which he had been taughu had been violated by this 
Mtion- He knew that President Geoige Bush had broken 
international and humanitarian law in refusing to accept 
^ surrender of the Iraqi army, so ill-advisedly occupying 
Kuwait, and instead ordering the shameful “overkill** of 
both milii^ and civUian human beings fleeing Kuwait 
Uty. But his solution was diametrically opposed to that of 
Toothy McVeigh. He has joined “Voices in foe 
^Udemess, ^ American-based group devoted to healing 
foe woun^ of war drawing world attention to the cm- 
U-SAf.N. sanctions against the people 

hn^f Oklahoma Ci^ bombing brought Desen Storm 
home to wst. But bombing in the Gulf, in Israel in 
^^on, m Oklahoma City, is not foe answer. Our irlncr 
mties more and rnore resemble foe Third World — foe 
H? crumbling. %iolence and racism are on foe rise 

common. But ai 

No^ Chomsky points ouL the U.S. h still a country in 


In moving our embassy to Jerucoli^ni 

final seal of approval lo^AmerSln givmg foe 

possession of the PnUo.;-; r “ in the dis- 


possession of foe Palestinians for 
die on a massive scale ^e 
hope, in spile of foe beiravik e continued to 

come to their aid. Now "’ould 

hold onto such a delusion Decnl ““ longer 

has wisely said, is 


colomsa^on^;;;Sf7svS^ 

rni*!.. Those respon.sible for this 


Franz Fanon 
process, because 


tragic decision have no one to k. 
mevitablemcreasemviolencLni^^^^^ blame when foe 


Dr. A. Clare Brandabur, 
Amman. 
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Features 


Jordan Hmes, Tuesday, June 17, 1997 


Knowledge of the other remains one of the indispensable 
conditions of coexistence and social intercourse’ 


flowing are excerpts 

entitled 

^Mitslun-Christian coexis- 
history and current 
Mlenges*', delivered at 
the Fondozione Giovanni 
Agnelli, Torino, Italx, by Or. 
Saleh Hamameh, professor 
of hisioty at the University 
of Jordan, in May, 1997: 

SOME TIME ago, the 
Depanmeni of Antiquities 
and the Jerusalem Francis- 
can Archaeological Insti- 
tute organised a colloquium 
in observance of the centen- 
nial of the discovery in 
Madaba of the mosaic inap 
of the Holy Land, a unique 
historical 6th century map. 

Archaeological research 
in the last fifteen years has 
shown that no less than 46 
Byzantine churches in Jor- 
dan alone continued to be 
used as such well in the 
mid-8th century and 
beyond, and that no fewer 
than five churches were 
constructed and paved with 
coloured mosaics in the 
Umayyad period. 

Christianity spread 
among the Nabateans until 
±e 4th century, when Petra, 
their capital, became a bisb- 
^opric which took part in 
’many religious synods, 
especially the Synod of 
Nicea (Trimingham, 105j. 

The designadoD “Christ- 
ian” was first adopted by 
the followers of Oirist in 
Antioch. Hence, the Chris- 
dans of ±e Arab World 
today consdtute an 
autochthonous community 
with deep and firmly estab- 
lished pre-Islamic roots, 
such as Ghassanids and, 
before them, the Salih and 
Daja'imah tribes. The Arab 
World is the birthplace of 
Chrisdaniiy. 

An interesting aspect is 
that fram the earliest days 
of Chrisdanity, Arab Chn^ 
dans were fr^ from the 
control of Rome. As a 
result, most were able to act 
according to their own reli- 
gious, inclinations and play : 
an acdve and independeiu. 
^role in the formadon and 
development of the Arab- 
Islamic caliphate. 

Arab Chrisdans support- 
ed the caliphate and took an 
acrive part in various 
aspects of society in the 


Islamic state. There was 
mutual tolerance and co(^ 
eradon that can be better 
understood in lighj of the 
common theologica! bases 
of Chrisdanity and 
and the shared aspects of 
their commumty life, 

Chnscians and Muslims 
share a belief in one God, 
the creator of the heavens 
and of the earth. They aigf> 
share a belief in prophets, 
which is a central cotK:ep( 
in both faiths. 

All Arabs, whether Mus- 
lim or Christian, felt a new 
self-confidence with the 
spread of Islam and the 
ests^lishment of the 
caliphate. Arabs had previ- 
ously been governed by 
numerous foreign powers, 
but with the spread of 
Islam, they began to build 
an autonomous gTat^ of 
their own. This new confi- 
dence resulted in a feeling 
of unity among the Arabs, 
in spite of their difTerences. 

Tolerance towards other 
faiths is a fimdamental prin- 
ciple of Islam. It is a reli- 
gion that accepts people of 
other beliefs within the 
framework of the Islamic 
state, pardcnlariy the Chris- 
tians and the Jews. The fol- 
lowing quotation fiom the 
Koran defines the position 
of Islam in relation to other 
communities; “If thy Lord 
had so willed. He could 
have made mankind one 
people: but they will not 
cease to dispute.” We 
should rememb^, however, 
that the stance of Islam is 
not always the stance of 
those claiming to be its 
adherents. 

Under the Umayyads, the 
Abbasids and the Fatintids, 
Christians were left in their 
jobs and positions. We read 
in Maqrizi that eveiy office 
had Christian employees 
and most of the scribtt of 
Syria and Egypt were 
Christians. Neither was the 
participation of Christians 
in the calipbal state limited 
to simple jobs, as is com- 
monly believed, but extend- 
ed to higher positions as 
well, including those of 
nunisteis in the caliphate. It 
is even possible to suggest 
that the caliphate depended 
quite heavily on the Chris- 
tians of Syria, for their cul- 


ture was highly developed 
in comparison with that of 
the rest of ^e Nfiddle East 

Finally, Chris tians 
remained a majori^ of die 
population of BUad A1 
Sham (Syria) until the Cru- 
sades. These wars brought 
(tevastation to the Ai^ 
Islamic Nation, incIiKling to 
the Christians of Bilad AI 
Sham, the Eastern Church, 
and especially the OitfaCH 
dox ^uicb. During this 
period, the middle class of 
the Islamic Worid was 
made np mostly of Chris- 
tians. T^ey were the most 
ecooomic^y and culturally 
dynamic class of the time. 

The fact remains that 
Christian Arabs are in no 
way alien to Muslim Arab 
sodeQT, a society whose 
history and culture they 
have shared for over foir- 
teen centuries. 

At present Christians in 
Jordan make up about 5 per 
cent of die population, or 
even less, for their num- 
bers, for a variety of rea- 
sons, are decreasing. Half 
of these belong to the 
Orthodox Church. The size 
of Jmdan's Christian p<^- 
latimi. however, is not at all 
pn^XKtionaie to their 
social, economic and, in 
some cases, political impor- 
tance. 

Jordanians are intent on 
promoting national unity 
and adhering to sod^ 
norms that are beoeficial to 
the couDtiy and the estab- 
lishment of shared prind- 
ples based on tbexr belief in 
religious and political 
diversi^, respea for rea- 
son, cause ^ democracy 
and pro^ss. 

Chnstian Arabs pride 
themsdves with the fact 
that the Orthodox Church 
has historically been a long- 
time partner of Islam in 
terms of the mutual 
exchange and infiuence in 
fields such as scholastic 
tbeology, ("tlm al kalam), 
the question of icons and 
mysticism, Titis • felation- 
ship'<^tinua'ml)e as 
ly today as it was in die past 
in the Arab-lslamic Worid. 

But until today, unfmtu- 
nately, Arab Christians' 
knowledge of Islam is 
based laigely on Orientalist 
sources and, conversely, the 


U.S. to announce $100m 
in additional aid to Jordan 


(CoDtmaed from page 1) 

living an election year,*’ be 
said. '‘National elections 
will be held ar the end of 
this year. And clearly, those 
who find it easier to be 
crisp and direct in opposing 
peace, in ask in g what the 
reward of peace have 
.„.been, will be well received, 
■particularly where there is 
poverty, where there is very 
clearly... both the politics of 
despair, and to stone-throw- 
ing." 

Asked about the “secrets 
of the Jordanian model for 
how one manag es political 
change and the role of 
Islamism in (Middle East- 
ern) politics,” the Crown 
Prince replied: 

“I rhink that there is no 
secret as such. I think that 
what we have cried to do is 


transparent; what we did 
was CO hold national elec- 
tions and to invite the con- 
servatives if you will, the 
Muslim broth^ to partici- 
pate in these nation^ elec- 
tions. ...Of course, the 
great challenge for us in the 
future is to address the sub- 
ject of civil society, to 
invite the debate not only 
between government and 
parliament, but to invite the 
debate between all Jordani- 
ans in the broadest possible 
sense, in the debate related 
to the political discourse, 
die economic, and indeed 
the cultural discourse. And 
I say ‘the cultural* — I 
fhinlc it's relevant, because 
the issue of ncHTnalisation, 
of tmiversalisarion is an 
issue is pan-Arab 

today. So I would like to 
say chat the formula is, I 


think, one that His MajesQ^ 
has proven, of having the 
self-confidence to in\nte 
fh st particular debate and 
not to see it as the opeiung 
of a Pandora’s box tiiat is at 
the expense of the authority 
of the Royal House, bia 
rather a transition which 
enhances and vin^cates the 
jnesence of the Royal 
House into decades to 
come." 

Other than officials and 
think tanks, the Crown 
Prince will be meetittg with 
ccmgressional leaders, with 
whom the administration 
has been consulting over 
the aid package to JordaiL 
On Thursday, Prince Has- 
san will travel to New Ynk 
to meet witii U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, after 
wUch be will leave for 
Paris on a private visit. 


Wife of suspected land dealer says he did not kill himself 


(Cootmued from page 1) 

Kamhawi, three Pales- 
tinians suspected of sell- 
ing land to Jews have 
been lulled since Pales- 
^nian Justice Minister 
rreih Abu Medein said 
in May that such dealers 
deserved the death 
penalty, the kidnapping 
of a fourth was foiled by 
Israeli troops. 

Mr. Kamhawi sold 15 
acres of land belonging 
to residents in the Pales- 
tinian village of Kufr 
Kaddoum to the Jewish 
settlement of Kedumim 
in 1988, Ahmed Shtawi, 
head of the Kufr Kad- 
doum Regional Council, 
said Monday. 

Mr. Ka^awi was 
anested two weeks ago 
and taken to the Pales- 
tinian interrogation cen- 
tre in the west Baiik 


Mrs. Kanohawi. Later 
that day, be was hospi- 
talised in Ramallah, she 
said. 

A Palestinian security 
official has said Mr. 
Kamhawi took ill in 
recent days after ingest- 
ing either an overdose of 
the pills prescribed for 
his neart condition, or 
poison sent by his family 
in a medicine bottle. 

Mr. Kamhawi’s family 
collected his body from 
the hospital and buried it 
immediately in a Nablus 
cemetery. The body was 
not taken to the mosque 
first, as Muslim custom 
requires, and only about 
20 immediate family 
members were present ar 
the burial. 

Land is at the heart of 
the Israeli-Arab dispute. 
The Palestinians hope to 
establish an independent 
state in the West Bank, 


the Gaza Strip and east 
Jerusalem, and Palestini- 
ans who sell land to Jew- 
ish settlements are 
regarded as traitors. 

A senior Palestinian 
officer. Colonel Thwfik 
Tlrawi, said a week ago 
that he was holding sev- 
eral Palestinians sus- 
pected of selling land to 
Israelis. 

Israel has accused the 
Palestinian Nationai 
Authority (PNA) of 
being behind the recent 
killings. The United 
States has also con- 
demned the Idliings and 
the idea of a death penal- 
ty for selUog land to 
Jews, 

The PNA denies any 
connection to the deaths. 
But feelings in the Pales- 
tinian commnnity run 
strong against the land 
dealers. 


Hole ififonnation the Mus- 
lims possess about Arab or 
Ea^CT Christianity is 
taken ftom European writ- 
iag& 

It is true that the Christian 
and klamic political elite in 
Egypt and Syria cooperated 
in establishing independent 
nation states, but th^ were 
unable to cooperate to 
establish links between 
themselves to the some 
extern on the level of reU- 
gioQ. These ties u‘ere limit- 
ed to shared patriotic objec- 
tives. 

The Eastem-Arab-Chrk- 
dans sufier, as do their 
Muslim counterparts in the 
region, fipom the lack of a 
apical reading of their own 
legacy and the failure to 
form new views of their 
changing situation. Periiaps 
the p^asive anxiety in 
tfaeir circles about the rise 
of “Islamic fundamental- 
ism” is an indication of the 
lost opportunities on their 
side to establish otmunuiu- 
cation a^ r^^xrochement 
between themselves and the 
traditional official Islamic 
elite. 

It is known chat reli^ous 
fanaticism paves the way 
for perpetual civil strife in 
pluralistic societies, what- 
ever the basis of their diver- 
siQ'. in the words of HUI 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
addressing a group of Arab 
businessmen fitun Israel in 
Amman, “Sectarianism, 
radsm and reli^ous fanati- 
cism have always been the 
refuge of losing causes in 
human histOiy.” 

What troubles, indeed 
angers, Jordanian Arab 
CMstians most is the lack 
of understanding among 
many that we. the Arab 
Ouistians in our country 
were Christians long before 
IslartL Indeed, we can say 
tb^ our first CThristiao fore- 
fatbAS had the merit of 
having sfHead Chiistiaiuty 
throughout the world and 
that among them were the 
flratimiifyrs^ts. This is a 
fact upra which we ate 
most insistent and concera- 
ing which we are roost sen- 
ative, particularly because 
it appears fiom certain inci- 
dents in our small society 
that this essential truth has 
not been grasped. For 


example, we bear from the 
lips of the igoorani or 
resentiul the accusation 
hurled at the Arab Christian 
“You’re a Crusader!", 
meaning that you are a 
descen<^t the Cru- 
saders and forgetting that 
the eastern Cfaj^tians are 
autochthonous inhabitants 
of this land and that they 
fou^t on the side of their 
Muslim Inethren, on die 
one hand, and, tm the other, 
chat the Crusaders attacked 
the Eastern Christian 
church and the Christian 
Arabs with the same feroci- 
ty that they stacked the 
Muslims. 

I wonder whether tins 
sense of “marginaltty" that 
Jordanian Arab Christians 
feel is the result of our 
being a religious roioority 
or whether a feeling of mar- 
ginality has begun to afilict 
broad seaors — both Mus- 
lim and Christian — of our 
society due to the pressures 
of roo^rn living conditions 
and the absence of restric- 
tion of democracy — until 
recently. 

1 wtmder, too, about our 
broader, dee^r and more 
far-reaching idA}tiQ^ Have 
we in J<»dan truly reached 
the level of a nation witii a 
sense of compairiotism or is 
our society stilt at heart a 
tribal one, that is, prior to a 
sense of beloogiog n> a 
nation (h* religious commu- 
nity? It is, chtraore, incum- 
bent upon us, both Muslim 
and Christian, to stand 
shoulder to shoulder to 
solve the daily problems of 
our nation, b<^ big and 
small, not by means of 
vague and high-sounding 
solutions that come from 
alnoad, but by nrwang of 
sound solutions through 
which Jordan con become a 
country of true nationhood 
and equality. 

As for the field of educa- 
tion, and especially of “reli- 
gious insQuetion," whatev- 
er assurances there are con- 
cerning religious plurality, 
knowledge of the religion 
of the other remains a con- 
ceptual goal limited Co an 
elect group of specialists 
and members of an elite 
that call for spiritual open- 
ness, or open-mindedness. 
Nevertheless, knowledge of 


the other remains one of the 
indispensable conditions of 
coexistence and social 
intercourse so that religious 
zeal does not turn into a 
confrontation in matters of 
daily life. 

For this reason it is neces- 
sary to direct the new gen- 
eration in our countries 
towards learning and 
respecting other religions 
and to teach them the 
shared elements of our reli- 
gions so that the education- 
d process produces a clear 
picture of mutual under- 
standing and cooperation 
among races and religions. 

In Jordan, an encouraging 
and promising direction has 
been taken In this field. !n a 
paper presented at a Christ- 
ian-Musltm Encounter in 
Athens in 1996. Dr. Adnan 
Al Bakhit. president of Al 
al Bayt University in Jor- 
dan. said: “I am pleased to 
point to the new plan that 
the Al al Bayt University in 
Mafraq has applied in the 
history of religions and 
comparative religions and 
the dogmas of the Jews, the 
Christians, and the Muslims 
and others... but the subject 
is still in dire need of study 
in order for the plan to suc- 
ceed.” In addition to this, a 
royal institute wa.s .set up in 
Amman, for the study of 
religions, in which all the 
churches and Islamic insti- 
tutions are repre.sented. 

As the Jordanian Consti- 
tution stipulates, each reli- 
gion should be taught in 
accordance with its own 
rules. In addition, in Jor- 
danian private schools and 
those established by Christ- 
ian charitable associations 
(such as the National 
Orthodox School) Islam is 
taught to Muslim students. 

Let me conclude by say- 
ing that clinging to and pre- 
serving democracy will 
streng^n the solidity of 
the sons of one nation and 
the feeling of brofoeihood 
and cohesion of all the 
membm of the Jordanian 
family, both Muslims and 
Christians, so that we may 
continue to work together. 
Our country needs to 
progress and flourish as it 
did in the early past and, as 
we sincerely hope, will do 
in the future. 


Arab experts to debate... 


(Contimied &t«i page 1) 

Reuters on Monday tele- 
phone from Musc^ 

“Desalinated water is the 
most expensive water, but 
cheap resources are 
iacreasingly becoming 
exhausted in terms of avail- 
abiii^ in the region so 
demand for de^nated 
water is defiiuiely on die 
rise and our job is to see 
how we can bring the cost 
down,” he added. 

“If we manage to bring it 
down by half in the next 10 
years it will be an achieve- 
ment,” be said. 


The United States, Oman, 
Japan and Israel have com- 
mitted $3 millioa each to 
MEDRC. South Korea has 
contributed S600,000. The 
European Union (EU) is 
planxiisg to donate $3.6 
million. 

Diplomats sdd tbe Israeli 
team lakiag part in the 
meeting was already in 
Muscat, but that the Saudi 
reimsentative would not be 
taidag part in any talks this 
year. 

“No political reasons 
were cited for his absence,” 
one said. 

Oman and its fellow Gulf 


Arab state of Qatar bav'C 
forged ahead of other Gulf 
states in establishing eco- 
nomic ties with Israel after 
its 1993 peace deal with the 
Palestmians. 

But Israelis were told to 
stay away from several 
exhibitions and conferences 
in Oman and Qatar this 
year due to objections from 
other Gulf stales, especially 
Saudi Arabia, angered by 
the stalled peace process 
and what they see as hard- 
line policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 


Palestinian legislatoi:^ debate new. 


(Continued frwn page 1) 

exf^cit reference to Israel, 
Isi^lis or Jews. 

Its provisions refer only 
to “occupiers,” defined as 
“the government of occupa- 
tion, its civilian and mili- 
tary institutions and its 
ind^dual dtizens.” 

“Any past or future deals 
wifo the occupiers concern- 
ing properties in Palestine 
are considered null and 
void,” said the draft bill, a 
copy of which was 
obtained by AFP. 

The text left the notion of 
“Palestine” undefined, 
aj^Muently to avoid refer- 
ring specifically to Israeli- 
annexed east Jerusalem 
vi^iicb under the interim 
pftace accords foils outside 
P^estinian aulhmity juris- 
dictiOQ. 

But some legislators 
asserted the law concerned 
all terriUMy which fell 
under tbe pre-1948 British 
mandate of Palestine, 
including present-day 
Israel. 

”Any Palestinian who 
sells land in violation of 
law will be considered 
to have committed national 
treason and mil recrive the 


maximum punishment,” the 
draft suues. 

The tfocumeot does not 
spell out the meaning of 
“maximum punishment,” 
but legislative sources said 
dus referred to a 1967 Jor- 
danian law whi^ imposed 
tbe death penalty for sales 
to Jews of land captured by 
Israel in the 1967 war. 

“Any foreigner who vio- 
lates this law will be ^ose- 
cuted on charges of harm- 
ing the nation^ interest and 
will receive a life sen- 
tence,” it added. 

The law also forbids any- 
one from acting as a mid- 
dleman in land sales which 
violate the draft's terms and 
it sets out procedures to 
regulate land sales between 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli govenimem 
has alre^y said it would 
consider any Palestinian 
law on such land sales as a 
violation of pern accords 
and null and vtnd. 

Palestinian authority offi- 
cials provoked an iniema- 
titmal uproar last month by 
announcing that they would 
begin using tbe Jordanian 
law to prevent sales of 
Palestinian land to Jewish 
settlers. 


Three land agents sus- 
pected of selling pix^rty 
to settlers were sutoequent- 
ly found murdered in the 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah and a number of others 
have been detained. 

The deadly crackdown 
sparked sharp protests from 
Israel, vriiich has issued 
arrest warrants for Palestin- 
ian security agents suspect- 
ed in the deaths of two of 
(he land sellers. 

Tbe United Slates called 
on PNA to withdraw the 
d e a t h threat and the U.S. 
Congress threatened to cut 
off aid to the Palestinian 
entity over the affair. 

For Palestinians, the sale 
of land in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and east 
Jerusalem to Israelis 
strengthens the Jewish 
state’s claim to the occu- 
pied territories and under- 
mines their goal of creating 
an independent state. 

Israell-Palestinian peace 
negotiations broke down 
thm months ago over 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
policy of expanding Jewish 
settlements on occupied 
Arab land. 


Randa Habib’s 

=== corner 


Congratulations 
for... all 

YOU KNOW, we are ver>' polite and tender people. 
We tend to offer our gratitude or congratulutions e\'ery 
so often in the form of public announcements. 

Take, for example, graduation times; the whole fam- 
ily and ftiends of the one who graduatc.s do not limit 
their euphoria to verbal congratulations, they rather 
express their joy and pride hy running ads in papers, 
for the whole country to see. 

Isn't this nice? Congratulating each other, through 
Che media, has indeed become pan of our folklore. 

“Riham wishes to congratulate her brother Ahmud on 
his graduation with honour in the University of Lithua- 
nia in the field of accounting.*' one ud would read. 

Or “Fares X., his wife Ibtissam, and ilieir children 
Khaled. Tareq. Samir. Jamal, Lamia and Rasha. and all 
their relatives, are thrilled to announce that their son 
Omar has obtained an ouistunding diploma in his com- 
puter studies from the Internationa] University of Tim- 
buktu. and are welcoming their son buck to JonJon 
where he will serv'e faithfully his country...” 

The ads would often cany a smiling photo of the bril- 
liant graduate. sunx>unded b>' a bouquet of flowers. 

New members of the cabinet recei\ e the same treat 
from “friend*;'' who wish to be reinemhcred by (heir 
now “powerful” acquaintance. 

Therefore, a newly appointed prime minister would 
spend three full days to shake the hands of hundreds of 
good wishers. 

.4nd when a public employee fulfills his duty and 
does, after all. what he is paid to do. he is congratulat- 
ed. He may even appear proudly on TV. where a broad- 
caster will’ tell him: “Thank you for doing your job." 
knowing that public employees are labelled “civil ser- 
vants." 


Palestinians hurl stones... 


(Continued from page 1) 

a Palestinian was wounded 
by Jew'ish settlers who 
opened fire on Palestinian 
demonstrators near the Deir 
Al-Balah refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip . Palestinian 
sources said. 

The Palestinian was 
wounded during clashes 
between Jewish settlers and 
Palestinians ptxxesting 
against construction work 
being done by settlers on 
land claimed by a Palestin- 
ian, tbe sources said. ■ 

The Palestinians have 
also been fiusirated by a 
prolonged deadlock in 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks. 

In the Hebron clashes. 
Israeli troops fired rubber 
bullets at some 70 Palestin- 
ian stone-throwers. Nine 
people were injured. 

PaJestinian police stayed 
away from the clashes, os 
they did Sanirday and Sun- 
day. 

Last week's U.S. Con- 
gress resolution recognis- 
ing Jerusalem as Israel's 
undivided capital as deeply 
angered the Palestinians 
who to establish a 
capital in ibe cit}'’s eastern 
sector. The final status of 
tbe city is to be determined 
in negotiations betw'een 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
a position that has also been 
held by successive U.S. 
govemmenis. 

East Jerusalem was occu- 
pied by Israel in tbe 1967 
Mideasi w'ar and today is 
home to 180,000 Palestini- 
ans. 

Several dozen Palestini- 
ans staged a protest Mon- 
day outside the U.S. con- 
sulate in east Jerusalem. 
The rally was led by the top 
PLO official in the city. 
Faisal Hus.seini. and the 
chief Muslim cleric, or 
mufti, Ikrema Sabri. 

The group raised banners 


reading “who is the U.S. 
Congress to determine the 
fate of Jerusalem?” and 
“tins is un American con- 
spiracy against Jerusalem.” 

The mufti said he consid- 
ered the congressional res- 
olution a.s an aggression 
against aJ) Palestinians. 
Arabs and Muslims. "This 
is a blatant declaration of 
war against us,” Mufti 
Sabri said. 

The protesters tried to 
deliver a letter to U.S. 
Diplomats,: but a guard 
refused to accept it. In the 
lener. the protesters warned 
that U.S. interests in the 
Middle East would be hurt 
because Washington is 
increasingly losing credi- 
bility among the Arabs. 

“People are fru.sirated," 
said Moussa Abu Sabha. u 
Palestinian legislator from 
Hebron." They see that the 
Israelis are not implement- 
ing the peace agreement 
and that the United States is 
biased.” 

Israel has accused the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PN.\) of organ- 
ising the recent protests in 
Hebron to force Israel to 
stop building a Jew'ish set- 
tlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem and expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bunk. 

The Palestinians have 
said they will not resume 
peace talks, suspended in 
mid-March, until the con- 
struction stops. 

Egypt has been trying to 
bring the two sides back to 
the negotiating table, but its 
mission app>eared to have 
failed. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said Monday that Israel 
offered to halt tiu* 
Jerusalem construction for 
five day.s to get the tolLs 
going, but that the Pales- 
tinians turned down the 
proposal. 


Arafat to visit S. Arabia, 
other Gulf states 


CXrCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat w'ill 
visit Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states Tues- 
day for talks on dead- 
locked PNA-Israeli 
peacemaking, a PNA 
official said Monday. 
“President Arafat w'ill 
first visit Saudi Arabia 
for talks with King Fahd 
within the next 24 hours, 
and then he w'ill visit 
other Gulf states,” said 
Mr. Arafat's adviser 
Nabil Abu Rdainoh. 
“The Palestinian Nation- 
al Authoriw (PNA) has 
close relations with 
Saudi Arabia which 


offers Palestinians polit- 
ical and financial back- 
ing,” he told Reuters. 
Mr. Arafat last visited 
Saudi Arabia in Decem- 
ber. Saudi-PNA rela- 
tions. which soured dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war 
due to the PLO’s support 
for Iraqi Pre.sident Sad- 
dam Hussein, has 
improved since the 1^3 
PNA-Israeli peace deal. 
Saudi Arabia pledged 
SI 00 million as part of 
the iotemational donor 
states’ support for devel- 
opment of the F^estin- 
ian economy, so far 
delivering around $30 
million. 




Papers: 
Iraq, 
Jordan 
start oil 


Khalaf: Jordan now ranks 
among leading developing 
states in terms of progress 


talks 


BAGHDAD (R) — A 
senior Jordanian official 
began oil talks \vith an 
Iraqi oil official to boost 
cooperation .'^nd meet 
Jordan's needs of by- 
products. Iraqi newspa- 
pers said Monday. 

TTtey said Ahmad AI 
Bashir. Jordan's secre- 
tary-general of the Min- 
istry of Energy met with 
Toha Homoud, Iraq's 
undersecretary of oil in 
Baghdad. 

**A1 Bashir starred on 
official visit to Iraq yes- 
terday to active oil 
cooperation between 
Iraq and Jordan and 
meet Jordan's needs of 
by-products,” Al Qadis- 
siya newspaper said. 

It said Mr. Hamoud 
and Mr. Bashir assessed 
the oil agreement signed 
between the two coun- 
tries in January to sup- 
ply Amman with 4.5 
million tonnes of crude 
oil and refined oil prod- 
ucts from Iraq to cover 
Jordan's needs in 1997. 

Since the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait — in 
which Amm an sympa- 
thised with Baghdad — 
Iraq has been exporting 
75,000 bpd ^barrels per 
day) to Jordan pan of 
which is chaiged at mar- 
ket prices and the rest at 
undisclosed concession- 
aiy terms. 

Jordan's oU purchases 
from Iraq are exempted 
from U.N. sanctions 
tanning "kaq - from 
exporting iU oil as pun- 
ishment for its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Tbe United Nations 
allowed Baghdad in 
December to sell $2 bil- 
lion worth of oil over six 
months ending in June, 
to raise cash to purchase 
urgent needs for Iraqis. 
The U.N. Security 
Council last week 
renewed the programme 
for another six months. 

During the first six 
months of the deal. 
Baghdad bought veg- 
etable oil, soap and salt 
from Jordon. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has accom- 
plished major economic achievements 
despite its limited and meagre resources 
and, by international standards, the King- 
dom now ranks among the foremost devel- 
oping nations in terms of economic 
progress. Planning Minister Rima Khalaf 
said Monday. 

The minister, who was addressing a meet- 
ing of the Amman Rotary Club and die 
Petra Rotary Club at the Jordan InterConti- 
nental Hotel, highlighted the government's 
economic and social legislations and the 
plans to attain balanced development 

Jordan, she pointed out has witnessed 
major posidve developments as per capita 
income has risen and economic prosperity 
in general has been achieved. 

In addition, Jordan has succeeded in 
building the necessary infrastructure for 
social development and for promoting edu- 
cation and health services, the minister 
said, stressing that the counoy has been 
pursuing the path of economic and political 
democn^. 

Referring to the Aqaba, she said that the 
free zone is expected to enable Jordan open 
its trade to the world and help the country 
attract investments as well as stimulate 
trade, boost transport and telecommunica- 
tions with other states. 


Ou tlinin g the 1998 progiasune, the min- 
ister said tbe government will carry out a 
package of economic legislations, imple- 
ment a reform programme, restructure the 
supply sector and embark on privatising 
instinitioos concerned with energy, electric- 
ity, telecommunications, cement and glass. 

The government wDI al^ smdy 
prospects for leasing the Mai'n Spa, the 
Aqaba Railway Corporation and the Public 
Transport Corporation in addition to the 
management of the w^er sector, hte. Kha- 
laf detailed. 

The minister said the govenunent plans to 
increase tiie number of Jordanian compa- 
nies which benefit from tl» so-called 
“Green Lane” faciliQr in connection with 
customs procedures, and will also reduce 
customs duty on imports, seek funding for 
its social safety net programme which is to 
be implemented in three years ar the esti- 
mated cost of JD700 million to help tbe 


She concluded by emphasising that tbe 
government will pursue effort for imple- 
menting an economic and socml develop- 
ment plan and invite investments and 
secure funds to finance projects in the water 
and energy secU^. 


Iran aims to export more fuel oil, diesel 


SINGAPORE (R) — Iran, 
tbe world's third largest 
crude exporter, aims to 
maximise oU revenue by 
claiming a larger stake in 
the more lucrative petrole- 
um products market. 
National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany (NTOC j officials 
have said. 

The oil-rich country 
seeks to export more fuel 
oil and diesel on a regular 
basis when its new 
232,000 barrel per day 
(bpd) Bandar Abbas refin- 
ery comes on stream in 
September or earlier, a 
senior NIOC official told 
Reuters in Singapore. 

Iran's cuixent refining 
capacity is 1.24 miltion 
bpd. 

Iran, a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), ranks after Saudi 
Arabia and Norway as the 
world's largest crude 

exporter with an OPEC 
quota of 3.6 milUon bpd. 

The official said NIOC 
aims to gear most of its 
product exports to energy- 
hungry Asia, especially 
the Indian sub-continent, 
mostly through term con- 
tracts. It will target 
Europe when prices are 
attractive, he said. 

The official said the out- 
put from the new refinery 


would enable Iran to be 
self-sufficient in kerosene 
and gasoline, which it cur- 
rently imports using an 
annual budget of $200 
million. 

The Bandar Abbas refin- 
ery will produce 46,100 
bpd of 90-95 octane lead- 
ed and unleaded gasoline 
36,200 bpd of jet- 
kerosene fuel 69,500 bpd 
of diesel and 66,500 bpd 
of fuel oil. It will also pro- 
duce 7,100 bpd of lique- 
fied petroleum gas, 5,000 
bpd of tar and 124 tonnes 
per day of sulphur. 

The refinery will pro- 
duce one per cent sulphur 
diesel firstihmd then. 0.5. 
per cent sut^ur grade two 
months later. 

”We will not have much 
trouble disposing of the 
gas oil (diesel) as the 
quantity will not be too 
big,” the official said. 
"Our main target is India 
and Pakistan.” 

The diesel will be 
shipped in 45.000 to 
60.000-tonne tankers, he 
said. Iran now sells diesel 
on an occasional basis 
when domestic demand is 
low. 

The country is already a 
major exporter of fiiel oil. 
selling about 750,000 
tonnes per month of 180 
and 280-centisto^ 


grades. 

Tbe official said the 
Bandar Abbas lefu^ry can 
produce the higher viscos- 
ity 380-cendstoke grade, 
straight-run and craci^d 
fuel oil. ViscosiQ^ indi- 
cates the waxy texture of 
fuel oil. 

A portion of the fuel oil 
will be used to fire power 
stations in Iran's eastern 
areas which are targeted 
for development, while 
the rest will be exported, 
he said. 

A buyer of Iranian fiiel 
oil said the 380-grade 
would be ideal for Stnga- 
, pore because it is used as . 
: c bunker fuel for ships. 

Another trader said the 
fuel oil from Iran would 
be a bearish factor for 
Asian prices. The region is 
already well-supplied by 
refineries in Singapore, 
East Asia, die Middle 
East, as well as heavy fuel 
oil from Venezuela. 

A European refiner said 
while Iran will not be a 
major seller of middle- 
distillates. tbe fact that 
they will be self-sufficient 
in kerosene and become a 
regular diesel seller "will 
see the Mideost awash 
with middle-distillates. 
This is not good for other 
Mideast refiners." 



Andy Capp 
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US Dollar 
DEMark 


1.7380 0,611 
oisi 


OB Sterling 1,8345 2A305 

CH Franc 0.6^ 120.19 


JP Yen 0A087 1.5093 

CA Dollar 0J331 1JS63 
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Middle Eastern Currencies .* 
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DOW JONES 

7752J>4 
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25J 

034 

Tokyo 
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Paris 
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US Dollar 

0.706 

0J10 

OB SteHliiig 

1.15SS 

1.1613 
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04063 

04083 
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THE Dally Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Chatter 
5 Trotted 
10 (aoddess of 
yoi^ 

14 Flying prefix 

15 Originated 

16 Th^ks — I 

17 Fiction for 
children 

ISMapoflarxj 

20 Elevated trains 

21 Wriggling 

22 Realm 

24 Bundle of 
cotton, e.g. 

25 Sounded Btea 
donkey 

26 Fruit 
29Vbcal 

composHkm 

30 Rerforeast 

31 Departed 

32 St^um sounds 

36 Like peas in — 

37 Hang about 

38 Actor Quinness 

39 Loliobrigida 

40 Saharan 

41 Diadem 

42 Big 

44 On only a few 
occasions 

45 Resuscitate 

47 Golfers' goals 

48 Ebb 

49 Seeded 

50 Layer 

63 • — want for 
Christmas..” 

54 Comic of old 

57 Repast 

58 Nonsense 

59 Ssdiara sight 

60 Cossets 

61 Dem'igod 

62 Khayyam 


1 2 3 4 


9 6 7 8 9 


110 ni 112 113 


|2S 127 128 


I3Z |33 134 136 


ISO |S1 162 


by Dorothy B. Martin 


DOWN 

1 Coffeehouse 

2 Cure 

3 Showy Dowrer 

4 NettheTs 
partner 

5 Not long ago 

6 Vestment 

7 Many: prefix 

8 Compass pL 


9 AWOL soldier 

10 Cowboy song 

11 Ms. — of 
“Dallas- 

12 Plank 

13 Major follower 

18 Ache 

23 West 

24 Wedding 
apparel 

25 Studied 
intensely 

26 Ringed cliff 

27 Arirona native 

28 Black, to poets 

29 Picture show 

31 Canyon 

33 'Whim I was — 

34 Kind of 
sandwich 

35 Fraudii^ 
scheme 

37 Reaps 

41 Seabirds 

43 Assist 

44 Newswoman 
Diane 
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nnrnn nmmnn nnnS 


nishdts uiuLkJULj liiLiUQ 

QDQQQQQn 
„„ DBQB BEUDQ 
gODOgCiaa QQQQQn 
ESQDQEi] DDDQQ Einn 
DDgC] 

QQO □□□QQ □llaQQ 
EDQQOQC] QQdQQnnn 

BQQgQQDO □□□QQO 

□□□□□ □□QQ 

nSnS DQQQB □□□□ 

BdOO ElQBBia cinnra 


Seivices. he. 

nghls issdned. 


45 Confederate 
signature 
46£hOwy display 
47Fk)W6r 

48 Freey^ 
entrance 

49 Court procedure 


60 Desirable 
position 

51 Mi^ Home 

52 Beigtari river 

S Afi^st 

famine 

56 Commotion 


horoscope 
forecast 
FORTUESOAT, 
Jin^ 17, 1997 


By Thomas S. 

Asm»loger. Carrou. 
Rigftrer FowukahM.l\^: 


ARIES: (March 
April 19) If you get ^ 
invitatioa of a so(^; 
nature today, be 
accept it, es It could tti^ 
out to be a stepping st^’ 
to a more financiat^ 
secure business endes'"' 
our. Later tills evening w 
be fine for meeting wi 
knowledgeable people:-: 
TAURUS: (April 2B 
May 20) Bring your fuu^ 
tolaits.to tiie- attentioti 
superiors today, and j 
will gain your ri^itia^s 
place in die ' .'uin. . 
involved in communi^ 
aSfhirs and therein 
will lecebr die graiimd^ 
of fellow nei^bours. ^ -<! 
GEMINI: (May 21. % 
June 21') Get into 
activities you' are 
familiar today, 
you can leam-a 
for becoming quite 
cessfiil. Reaefa 'an ondb^. 
stamting with a.,di£6^^ 
fellow associate 


much recogmtida' 

nhiaa/l r -■ 



days ahead, r • 
MOON CHDUPR]^. 
(June ,22 to . Jgiy ■ ^ 
Instead of fo dMi' 

santo o^ 'iDuti^ toda^' 
use your imaginaiidn and 
creau^ and gn-;.very 
favom^le remits in d^; 
days ^ ^lead.' ' Latw diis 
eveh^ i^ he good' fiB* 
meeting vridi dore friei^ 
for reoR^pmil acUviti^ . 
LEOT (Ji^ !p to AugiJK 
21 ) >'Be i 'eaudbus 
cluu^g -any .preyidud^ 
agreesl t^.^jdans w^. 
your femUy tt^y. or'yrdijf 
could.: min that, baimo^' 
nious atmosphere 
exists. Later tmu^ you 
can seek out fellow assod-; 
ates for advice widi a . 
jecL " 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 12) it wfli be 
easier than usual today to 
persuade fellow associates 
to agree with your ideas, 
.HO talre advaltoge of tins 
c! A&iatioii. Be more under- 
standing of ochers and 
thereby you can make 
yoiir c^eer activities more 
prosperous. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22 ) Your creative 
abilides will be quite good 
today, so use them con- 
structively. Be more coop- 
erative and more romantic 
with your mate this 
evening and go 10 a spednl 
location which has mean-, 
ing to you both. 

SCOmO: (October 23 
■to November 21) This is a 
good time today to. 
improve die efficiency and 
appearance of your lrame,r 
thereby making those who 
visit feel more comfort- 
able and w'dcome. Retire 
eariy tbaight and getplen- 
ty of rest after a busy day: ' 
SAGCnCARIUS: (Novr 
ember 22 to December 2D 
Stay around tiiose pers.(^ 
today who can help you' to 
attain your goals a^^ 
thereby your acth>. 
ties mudb more success- 
ful. Any writing j'bu do 
later this evening shonld 
be checked carefully' fdir 
errors and pmissimis. 
CAPRICORN: (Dec ern -.- 
ber 22 to January 20), 
Financial and piopeily. 
matters should be given' 
careful consider^on; 

today, thereby .jrou wpii?t. 
make any mistakes. 
out file advice of a hi^y' 
successful person who has 
some ideas to mqifft 'your 
business endeavours mueb- 
better. * : 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 2i 
to Febru;^ 19) Any good 
ideas which occur to yoiL 
today should be wricten ^ 
down before you forg^: 
them and don't • 
advantage of them ttonv*' 
ptetely. You should net get ' 
tovolved in any silly dis-- 
!igreements which will get 
you in hot waiet 
J^CES; (February 20 to 
March 20) Take your maie.| 
out on the town for a woo- 
oerful tune later t^ 
evening and show him "or 
tiiai you do appred^' 
«Kni being in. yntir lift. 
lOu should not allow a 
pessimistic acquaintance' 
to interfere with your 
plans. ' • 
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Birthstoneofjune: 
— Moon Stone 
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Egypt and Libya 
to go ahead with 
oil pipeline, refinery 


C^9 «AFPj - Egypt 
and Libya wiU huUd anoU 
pipeline to carry Libyan oU 
to the northern Egyptian 
city of Alexandria where a 
new oil refinery will be con- 
structed. Egyptian Oil Min- 
ister Hamdi A1 Banbi has 
said. 

Mn Banbi told the gov- 
ernment daily A1 Ahram 
tl^ he would meet with 
Libyan Oil Minister Abdal- 
lah Salem A1 Badri in Cairo 
in July to discuss the pro- 
ject 

“The project invoK’es set- 
ting up a pipeline, 6^ kilo- 
metres long, of which 127 
kilometres will be in Libyan 
territory and 495 kilometres 
in Egy^" he said. 


Mr. Banbi said the 
pipeline would be gin in the 
eastern Libyan city of 
Tobiuk, and lead to the nen' 
refinery in Alexandria 
which will ha\e a capacity 
of 150.CKX) barrels of per 
day. 

He said the project would 
be handled by the Egyptain 
firm Peirojet and several 
specialised Libyan compa- 
nies. 

Egyptian Industry Minis- 
ter Sule iman Reda told AI 
Abram that following Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's two- 
day visit to Libya last week, 
the two countries are con- 
sidering eight joint industri- 
al project worth S650 mil- 
lion. 



Arab Steel Pipes Company 
to focus on exports to Yemeni, 
Lebanese and French markets 

** “THE GENERAL economic situation in the region 
and, especially, in Jordan had a negative effect on all pro- 
ductive sectors including the engineering industries and 
the coastrucuon sector which directly affects our prod- 
ucts,” Ae chaiiman of the Arab Steel np» Company told 
the general assembly. As such, the chairman sai^ the 
results of the operations in 1996 were modest compared 
to what was planned and to what was accomplished in the 
previous years. 

The company's production of galvanised steel pipes, 
tubes and metal sheets amounted to 20,955 tonnes last 
year, 17.3 per cent lower than the 25,338 tonnes produced 
during 1995. Sales were also lower as they amounted to 
19.6M tonnes in 1996 compared to 24,000 tonnes in 
1995. In finan cial terms, sales last year totalled JD9.6 
million of which 16.3 per cent were exports. The fig^ 
for 1995 was JD 12.34 million with exports accounting 
for 20 per cent The company's net profit at the end of 
1996 was JD0.79 milLicm. • 

Board Chairman Mou^ Shehadeh told the shareholders 
that the company has reached an agreement with the 
Industrial Estates Corporation to buy a new 23 dunums of 
land estimated to cost JDO J million. He said that ^e 
Arab Steel Pipes Company aims at developing the admin- 
istrative and technical performance of the staff and at 
developing production lines to improve the quality and 
produce new products to meet the demand in the local 
and outside markets. 

Mr. Shehadeh said that attention will be given to 
exporting to outside markets esp^ally the Yemeni and 
Lebanese as well as other promising markets. Noting that 
the company had participated in many local and 
international exhibitions, Mr. Shehadeh highlighted the 
company's success in penetrating the above mentioned 
markets as well as the French mariceL 
After reviewing the performance of the company, the 
general assembly approved the recommendation of the 
company to (fistiibute JD600.000 in cash dividends at a 
rate of 10 per cent (Al Dustour + AI Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“My boss gave me a motivation tape. 
It’s a recording of him firing people.” 


that SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MHw Affllrien 
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onafeSBT 10 eaeh square, tofarm 
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NALDAV 


MELTIG 


(Ti -T* -I (Answers tomontjw) 

i Jumbles; NAVAL ERUPT SW^L PRISON 

^1 A good plaee to rise to the top - 
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WHSN I20MANC6 
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TURN, 
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I, 

How arrange the dieted tetters to 
farm the surprise answer, es suQ- 
by the above eartosn. 


Rapprochement with Syria seen not worrxin^ 

‘Iraqi market can absorb Jordan’s 
annual industrial output in one month’ 


AMMAN — nie King- 
(tom*s trade with its ea^- 
em neighbour Iraq will 
not be affected by the 
Zra^i-Syrian opening of 
their botders in a bid to 
facilitate die flow of 


said Mcmday. 

’The Iraqi maricet is a 
big one thm can accom- 
modate Jordanian, Syrian 
and Turkish commodi- 
ties,” said Halim Abu 
Rahmeh, director general 
of Jordan Trade /usocia- 
tion (JTA). 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh said 
that during a recent visit 
by a JTA delegation to 


Baghdad, “Iraqi officials 
told us that their maiket 
could absorb Jordan's 
nnniifll industrial prcxluc- 
tion in one month. There 
is nothing to worry 
abouL" 

Mr. Abu Rahmdi's com- 
ments came amid specu- 
lations in Jordan that the 
Iraqi-Syrian decision to 
open borders between 
them could negatively 
affect the Kingdom s 
tr^ ties with Baghdad. 

.K 31 -man Ir^i trade 
delegation arriv^ in 
Dainascus this week to 
discuss I^i needs of 
food, medieme and other 
humanitarian purchases in 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


line with the oil-for-food 
Baghdad reached with the 
Umted Nations last 
December. 

The Iraqi del^ation 
held talks with S^>Tian 
businessmen on v^uys to 
transport imported Euro- 
pean goods into I^ 
through the Syrian 
Mediterranean port of 
Tanoos, a move that could 
affect negatively the 
Kingdom's southern port 
of Aqaba which presently 
is usM as a major hub for 
Iraq-bound goods. 


“If the quality of our 
goods are high and their 
prices are reasonable, 1 
chink Jordan-made prod- 
ucts can compete with 
other countries;' said Mr. 
Abu Rahmeh. 

He told the Jordan 
Times that Iraq has 
informed Jordanian busi- 
nessmen that “Aqaba 
would be u.sed as a major 
outlet for Iraq-bound 
goods,” adding that, “if 
the S>Tian-Iraqi rap- 
prochement is politically 
motivated, the flow of Jor- 


danian goods to Iraq uill 
be affected." 

The well-known colum- 
nist Fohd Fanek wrote in 
the .Arabic doily .Al Ra'i 
that the rapprochement 
between the tv,o countries 
would not affect Jordan's 
trade with its eastern 
neighbour. 

Dr. Fanek wTote ihai 

Jordan is competing with 
foreign countries to .sup- 
ply Iraq with L'.N.- 
lirrenscd goexis and Jor- 
danian businessmen have 
succeeded to win a "rea- 
sonable share” and c<im- 
pete with world countries, 
so “Sviian competition 
will not chanue ute pic- 


ture." 

"The oil-for-food accord 
has restricted Iraq’s fovni 
imports to two ouUeLs. 
namely .Aqaba Port and 
the Iraqi pt>n of Dm Qo.sr 
in the .Arabian Guif...So 
.Aqaba will face no com- 
petition from ;iny other 
port," Dr. Fanek wrote on 
Monday. 

A prominent business- 
man who was contacted 
by die Jordan Times 
refused to comment i>n 
the issue except to say that 
“the commercial Miualion 
in the Kingdom need not 
be made worse than it is 
now." 
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Qatar relaxes visa regulations 
for foreign professionals 

DOH-A (AFPt — Qatar haN decided U« erani on-the-sp^'*! 
entry visas to expatriate professionals working elsewhere 
in the .Arab Gulf in a hid to attract businessmen, newspa- 
per* have reported. 

From nvvw on. expatriates residmii in the live other Gulf 
.Arab states will be able to obtain a two-week visa at emr> 
poinLs into Qatar instead of having to apply to Qatari 
embassies in advance. 

The new rules concern businessmen, divlors. engineers 
and industrial leaders but do not apply to other categories, 
such as labourers, the director of the immigration depun- 
ment Jassem Mohammad AI Kawari said. 

Qatar is the second Gulf .Arab monarchy alter Bahrain to 
relax its visa regulations. 
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1.020 
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1.300 

RAIL. CHLORINB 

14.3 

4.61 

1.160 
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JOR, kEH CABLE CO. 

15.9 

0.00 

2.090 

1.510 

EL -EAT READY WEAR 

53.1 

0.00 

1.330 

1.080 

ZRTL. TOBACCO 

6.3 

0.00 

1.340 

.860 

OHXQir C8. 6 VB6. 

40.9 

0.00 
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GIORGIO ARMANI 
T-shirts on offer 

COMFORTABLE AND simple since its appearance in 1S99 us 
part of the U.S. Navy uniform. Rebellious and torrid when 
wore by Marion Brando in 1951 in Elia Kazan film. “A 
Tramway Named Desire." Healthy and full of vitality when 
jccomponying ihc world's sportsmen performances. 
Sportswear or glamour depending on the mood or Ihc days. 

•\ T-shirt is indisputably the gjrmcnl criteria of the 20th 
ccniury youth. Iniemaiional and cross-cultural, it is the 
rellecMon of ils political, musical and social expressions. 
This is why Giorgio .Armani's fragrances propose a 
promotional collection made of four lOOrr cotton T-shins; 
Navy blue, light beige, khaki and grey, the four csscntuil and 
limeless colours of Gioreio .Armani fashion. 


Ladies I!!! 
We are open . 


T f Haw 12 high 

6 I Haw 12 iwwtha lew 
R * I.tar.a<1 daring tha paat 12 
P I P/R ratio la 100 or aero 
g s RHgatlvo P/K • 

R t laming la sare or H/A £er tha ooat 



" Come -an d visit our 
.. summer pool with the 

^ kids. (Sai.-Wed.) trom 

.. Thurs.&f=ri. ■ 7'' 

For ages over 15 years only; Enjoy 
swimming lessons & water aerobics for 
all ages Especialty Childc€^ BT\d while 
there see our medical 4dvis6r and take a 
massage (mud-point-normal) and relieve 
your pain. 

For more information call 821142 


J ORDAN Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique desi gns in 1 8 k Gold . Phone5527l 18 Also in Brazil ‘ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079^0007 






QuaCty Serviced SuKes 

* One k Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitduneties * DaSy ft 
Stay * R wso B» Me Riici 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

jiShmeisani - Opposite 
|| Grindlays Bsvik. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 


crown Horo. 

'OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POgg..^^ 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH f\- ^ 
COURTS Mm 
' SAUNA, /]■ 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

• FITNESS » 
ROOM 

Tel: 7581B0 

Radio ft tv station RD. 




ill. i ** I ** 


WIiAT Car Do You 
Wish To Drive 
TodAy ? 

OuaUtY is PART of OUR 

SpEciftl Services 


M. eets)9sm*f 

Fbl 962-6)292276 
?. 0. Boc ; 739 Annu 11 1 2 lodn 



; * lFO.R.Your 

■■ h..-V 's " ‘ s. . 

y Advertisement 1: 



in • • 

Jordan ^ .. 

'il ~ Times 

> Xv * .•• WAW ^ A ’ AV /.'.'. SV . V . XSSSAAV .*. .• . .*• . 

1 M7171 ext. 223 ^ 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
Susses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes trom AbdoS 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Oelolls call : 
Airoort Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 



EE FOR 
I RENT 

I ^ V 

■ "nrri' 


R>r decalis please can 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 864231 






^ TO ^ 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


667171 ext. 223 | 
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Organisation of Sydney 
Olympic Games in turmoil 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Sponsors threatened 

Monday to withdraw from 
the Sydney 2(X)0 Olympic 
Games as its oiganisation 
was plunged into uncertain- 
ty by hoteliers’ pFOtesdng a 
proposed bed tax. 

Sydney Olympic Games 
Oiganising Committee 
(SOCOG) board member 
.HTiri New South Wales State 
Nadonal Party leader Ian 
Armstrong said loss of 
sponsorship could cause 
untold harm to the Games' 
orgaitisadon. 

**It could well cripple the 
Gamesr he told reponers. 

‘^e would have to com- 
pletely redesign the funding 
for SOCOG and fit) would 
have to be gotten from 
somewhere else. 

“It‘s a serious problem, 
it's more than just a psycho- 
logical one.*' 

Armstrong said at least 
two major sponsors had 
contacted him expressing 
serious reservations about 
the new bed tax and threat- 
ening to pull OUL 

Australian Olympic 
Committee President John 


Coates added fiiel to the fire 
at a news conference 
Monday, saying there was a 
**very serious*' chance some 
sponsors might renege on 
(teals. 

SOCOG relies entirely on 
sponsorship for its income. 

The sponsors are con- 
cerned that hoteliers have 
halted negotiations with 
SOCOG over room rates 
and bookings for 17.000 
beds needed for the 
Olympics. 

'The hoteliers are angry at 
a 10 percent tax on beds 
announced by tbe new south 
Wales state government last 
month. 

A report by accountants 
Ernst and young found 
demand for hotel accommo- 
dation would fall 8.6 per 
cent a year, or neariy 
225,000 room nights of 
accommodation, if a bed tax 
were introducecL 

If negotiations break 
down SOCOG will be 
unable to legally guarantee 
priceless hotel rooms during 
the Olympics for up to a 
dozen major sponsors, 
which have pledg^ more 


than SOO milli on Australian 
dollars ($395 million) in 
funding. 

Aimstrong said he was not 
prepared to name the spon- 
sors, but (tescribed tiiem as 
“substantial". 

**It*s a real problem where 
you have got major spon- 
sors saying they doubt they 
are going to get value for 
their money,'” he said. 

‘They have got serious 
reservations about their 
contmuing patronage plus 
you have got an image prob- 
lem for those three billion 
people who are supposed to 
be looking at tbe games in 
tile year 2(XX).” 

Olympics minis ter and 
SOCOG President Michael 
Knight OD Monday attacked 
the hotel industry, accusing 
it of breaking deals made 
during Sydney's bid for the 
games. 

•The failure of some ele- 
ments of the hotel industry 
to honour commitments 
made when Sydney was 
bidding for the Games has 
placed an enormous strain 
on the organisation of the 
Sydney Olympics," he said. 


'"However, 1 remain opti- 
mistic that a solution will be 
found and I am actively 
involved in seeking one." 

Last week. Southern 
Pacific hotels group head 
Graham Wackett said nego- 
tiations with SOCOG over 
room rates and bookiags for 
the Gaines had come to a 
halL 

Wackett said contracts had 
been signed for 6,000 beds, 
with tbe remaining 17,(XX) 
unresolved. 

Hotels yet to be signed 
include the prestigious 
Regent and the Menses, 
which are to be used by the 
International Olympic 
Committee. 

The tax, on all city and 
inner Sydney accommoda- 
tion, is scheduled to begin 
on September 1 and is esti- 
mated to reap the govern- 
ment about 64 million 
Australian dollars ($50 mil- 
lion) a year. 


Souness to 

manage 

Torino 

TURIN (R) — Fonrierplay-. 
er Graeme Souness ccin'- 
finned his return to Italy 
Sunday to coach Serie B, 
side Torino. 

Souness, a former Scottish 
international obtain 
resigned last month as man- 
ager of English club 
Southan^ton, is expected to 
stay for at le^ two years. ■ 

He played in Italy for 
Samptloria from 1984 to . 
1986. 

'Tm aware tiiat Serie B in 
Italy is a very con^ietiiive 
league but I'm very confi- 
dent" Souness told 
reporters in Tbrin. 

He was there with another 
new signing, striker 
Gianluigi Lean, to watch 
tbe side's last game of the 
season — a 4-0 hammering 
from Ravenna. 

“I accepted Torino's offer 
because I found the direc- 
tors as bungiy for victory as 
I am," Souness said. 

Torino, once one of Italy's 
greatest clubs, finished this 
season ninth in Serie B, 
their worst performance in 
recoid. 


Mariners stretch winning streak to five games 


SEATTLE (R) — Following 
a sluggish start to the sea- 
son, tbe Seattle Mariners 
finally are living up to their 
reputation. 

The Marineis stretched 
their winning streak to five 
games Sunday with an 8-2 
victory over the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in an 
interleague game. 

Jamie Moyer allowed two 
runs over six innings and 
Paul Soirento and Jose Cruz 
Jr. each bomered and drove 
in three runs for Seattle. 

Tt doesn't surprise me 
what is ^ip^ pn” said 
Mariners .unabagM *' - Lou 
Piniella. "Our kids can 
swing the bat. Our problem 
this year hasn’t been scor- 
ing." 

Moyer (6-2) scattea:ed four 
hits and did not walk any- 
one. 

Scott Sanders yielded two 
hits in three scoreless 
innings to notch his first 
save since April 26. 1994 as 
a member of the San Diego- 
Padres. The Mariners have 
won 11 of their last 13 
games and seven in a row at 
home. 

Seattle overcame a 2-1 
deficit in the third when 
Cruz. Ken Griffey Jr. And 
Jay Buhner drew walks 
from starter Ismael Valdes 
(3-8) to load the bases. 
Sorrento delivered a two- 
run single to make it 3-2 and 
Cruz added a two-run 
homer an inning later fcx* a 
three-run cushion. 

At Texas, Rusty Greer's 
two-out single drove home 
Damon Buford to cap a 
three-run fourth inning and 
Marie McLemore added a 
two-rtm single in the sixth 
as the Rangers beat the San 
Diego Padres 7-4. for their 
third stnught victory. 

With Texas trailing 4-2 in 
the fourth, Lee Stevens 
homered against Andy 
Ashby (2-3). 

Billy Ripken and Buford 
singled before Ivan 
Rodriguez grounded out to 
bring Ripken home with the 
tying run. Greer then lined a 
single to left, scoring buford 
and putting the Rangers 
ahead for good. 

McLemore drove in a pair 
of insurance runs in the 
sixth, singling home Ripken 
and Buford, who combined 
for five hits and five runs. 

In Oakland, Matt Stairs 
drove in all five of his 
team's runs with a homer 
and a double and Ariel 
Prieto stiuck out a career- 


high 1 1 in 6 2/3 innings to 
lift the Athletics to a 5-2 
victory over the Colorado 
§kie$. 

Stairs hit his lOth homer 
of the season, a three-run 
shot off Kevin Ritz (5-6) in 
the second innin g, and 
added a two-run diMble in 
tile fourth for a 5-1 lead. 

Prieto (5-4) yiekted both 
Colorado runs along with 
seven hits with five walks 
for tiie victory. 

At Anaheim. J.T. Snow hit 
a two-run homer in the 
fourth innin g and William 
Van)andin gham -^4-4) and 
four reljreverS combined on 
a seven-hitter as the San 
Francisco Giants defeated 
the Angels 4-1. 

Stan Javier singled with 
two cuts in the fourth 
against scatter Jason 
Ihckson (8-3) and Snow hit 
a 1-1 piR± just cleared 
the ri^t-field fence for his 
fourth home run, giving the 
Giants a 2-0 lead. 

Orioles complete 
sweep of Braves 

In what very well may be 
a preview of the World 
Series. the Baltimore 
Orioles got much the better 
of the Atianta Braves. 

An opposite field two-iun 
homer by Lenny Webster in 
the 10th inning Sunday lift- 
ed the Orioles to a 5-3 vic- 
tory over Atlanta and a 
sweep of the three-game 
series between the top team 
in each league. 

"Maybe we made a state- 
ment, but it doesn't count 
until October," Orioles man- 
ager Davey Johnson said. 
"It was awfully ftm even 
though we were dead tired" 

Atlanta closer Mark 
Wohlers (2-2) retired Rafael 
Palmeiro on a groundout to 
start the top of de 10th. Cal 
Ripken bounced a single up 
the middle before BJ. 
SuriiofT filed to left. Webster 
then lined a I-O pitch over 
the right-field f<» his 
second homer of the season. 

"It was a fastball, that's 
wfaat I was looking for," 
Webster said. Tt was a pret- 
ty good swing and I let his 
velocity generate how far 
the ball went I knew I hit it 
pretty good" 

Terry Mathews (1-1) 
pitch^ one innin g for the 
viaory and Randy Myers 
woiked a 1-2-3 lOtii for his 
Major League-leading 23rd 
save, including all three in 
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Toronto Blue Jays Joe Carter takes his helmet off to the 
crowd as he celebrates his 2,000th career hit, a double 
which drove in two runs in Ae first inning of an inter- 
league game against the mtiladelphia PhiUies (Renters 
photo) 


this series. 

The Orioles have won 
seven of nine, improving 
basesball's best record to 
45-19. Atlanta suffered its 
season-high fourth straight 
loss. 

At Montreal, Jeff Jucten 
(7-2) pitched a six-hitter for 
his first complete game of 
the year and F.P. Santan- 
gelo's two-run double 
capped a four-run fourth as 
the Expos won their ninth in 
a row witii a 10-2 diumping 
of the Detroit Tigers. 

The Expos, who are 10 
g^es over .5(X), are one 
win shy of matching the 
club record of 10 consecu- 
tive victories. 

At Philadelphia, Alex 
Gonzalez horned and tied 
a career high with four RBI 


and Fat Hen^en pitched a 
six-hitter as the Tbronto 
Blue Jays routed tiie Allies 
11 - 1 . 

At Pittsburgh, Kevin 
Appier fought off a tight 
right hamstring long enough 
to throw five scoreless 
innings and finally pick up 
his lOOih career win in his 
eightii attempt as the Kansas 
City Royals cruised to an 8- 
1 win over the Pirates. 

Jose Offerman had four 
hits for the Royals and 
David Howard three. 

At Cincinnati, pinch-hitter 
Harold Baines drilled a 
three-run homer to key a 
two-out, five-run fifth- 
inning rally and Joige 
Fabr^as had four hits and 
five RBI to pace the 
C2ucago White Sox to a 14- 
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6 win over the Reds. 

Fabregas, Ray Duriiam 
and Albeit Belle also home- 
red for tbe White Sox and 
Ozzie Guillen contributed 
four hits. 

At St Louis, Charles Nagy 
allowed two hits over seven 
scoreless innin gs and Omar 
Vizquel's bases-loaded 
triple snapped a scoreless tie 
and sparked a four-run 
eighth inning as the 
Cleveland Indians routed 
the Cardinals 9-2. 

Nagy (8-3), who threw 
just 65 pitches, retired 15 
straight batters at^btib ^tage. 

At ■ ■ Cliicagof"’*“1Rrank 
Castillo made Ae most of an 
unexpected start with 6 1/3 
strong innings and Sammy 
Sosa drove in tbe go-ahead 
run in tbe third as the Cubs 
held on for a 4-3 decision 
over tbe Milwaukee 
Brewers. 

Castillo (4-8) was 
removed from tbe rotation 
last week but got the assign- 
ment when the Cubs juggled 
the rotation for their upcom- 
ing intiacity series against 
the White Sox. 

At Houston, catcher Terry 
Steufoach bobbled Pat 
Listach's squeeze bunt with 
the bases loaded in the bot- 
tom of the ninth inning , 
allowing Derek BeU to 
score the w innin g run to 
give the Astros a 3-2 victory 
over the Minnesota Twins. 

Eddie Guardado (0-2) 
walked BeU with one out 
and was relieved by Mike 
Trombley, who walk^ Sean 
Beiry and Brad Ausraus to 
load the bases. With BeU 
racing home. Listacb bunted 
a 1-0 pitch in front of the 
plate and Steinbacb could 
not pick up the baU. 

In Florida, second base- 
man Pat KeUy quickly went 
from hero to goat when he 
allowed a potential game- 
ending double play 
grounder go through his 
legs for a two-run error, giv- 
ing tbe Marlins a 6-5 victo- 
ry over the New York 
Yankees in the second game 
of a double header. 

In New York. Vaughn 
Eshelman aUowed four hits 
over seven innings and 
Nomar Garciapaira and 
Scott Hattebeig homered to 
power the Boston Red Sox 
to a 10-1 tout of tbe Mets. 

Eshelman (1-1) gave up 
one run, walked one and 
struck out four in his second 
start of the season. 
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PHILADBIiPHIA 

Laurence Fishbume, Stephen 
Baldwin & Salma Hayek ... in 

FLED 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2" 

EHane Keaton, Goldie Hawn 
& Bette Midler in 

• THE FIRST 
WIVES CLUB 

•BALTO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 
8:30. 10:30 


^ CINEH^ ^ TEL:699238 ' 

PLAZA , 

Adel Imanu Shireen & 
Saeed Saleh ... in 

BAKHIT WA ADILEH 
(P. 2 ) (AL JARDAL 

WALKANKAH) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 

8:30, 10:30 
















Mark Philippoussis from Australia' holds up his winning trophy after winnii^ the 
Stella Artois touniament at Queens Club, niilqmus^ beat Croat Goran Umiisevic 
7-5 6-3 (Renters photo) 

Servers seize power as 
Wimbledon approaches 


LONDON 

Mark PhiUppoussis ' beat 
(joran Ivanisevic to wio tbe 
pre-Wimbledon Queen's 
Club tournament on Sunday, 
the match confirmed the 
opinion of many grass-court 
critics that tbe modem game 
can be rather limited. . 

The final which 
Philippoussis won 7-5 6-3, 
was over in less than an hour 
and produced only five 
points boasting rallies of 
more than four shots. 

The pair.' both standing 
1.95 metres tall and bran- 
dishing rackets designed for 
maxim um power, rammed 
down 27 aces between them. 

Spectators might gasp at 
the sheer speed of the ball off 
the grass ^t after a while it 
became more fun watching 
the radar monitor to see how 
fast each man was servii^. 

Both players must now feel 
confident of a good showing 
at Wimbledon, where the 
courts are even fasten 
Croatian Ivanisevic has 
tamed his temper, stands 
third in tbe world rankings 
and has been runner-up at the 
all-England club twice. 

Philippoussis of Australia 
is progressing by leaps and 
bounds, has won three titles 
already this year and holds 
the record for the fastest - 
serve measured on the circuit 
at 229 kph. 

Greg Rusedsid of Britain, 
runner-up with 223.7 kph, 
also came *mto his own at 
Queen's. Although he is 
ranked a lowly 44 in the 
world, he proved by reaching 
the semifinals that power 
rather than finesse can be tbe • 
key on grass. 

Power combined with 
finesse is, of course, the ulti- 
mate we^x>n and one which 
has propelled world number . 
one Pete Sampras to three 
Wimbledon titles. 

But when tbe American's 
serve was a little off-key at 
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lakt'ydisr'S dtami^ohship'/-lie 
succumbed to the strength of 
eventual -wiojier Richard 
Krajicek, the big Duu±man 
who stands fourth in the ser- 
vice speed league table with 
217.2 kph. 

Sampras’s serve was also 
off-song at (][ueen's this year. 
He went out in the quarter- 
finals to Swede Jonas 
Bjoritman but is confident of 
inq}iovement with a week’s 
pr^ce on London grass. 

*Tf 1 worried about all my 
defeats I‘d be in an institu- 
tion by now," Sampras said 
after his mat^ 

Worid No. 2 Midiael 
rhang can be less philosoph- 
ical Ite has never progressed 
beyond the cpiarter-finals at 
Wimbledon, was knocked 
out of C^een's the first round 
he played and is uncomfort- 
able on grass. 

He stands some 20 ems 
shorter than Ivanisevic and 
Philippoussis so is at a huge 
disadvantage on the surface. 

Several top players natural- 
ly suited to slower surfaces, 
such as Spaniards Sergi 
Bruguera, the French Open 
finalist, Alex Cocretiai Felix 
Mantilla and /Ubeno 
Berasategui have decided to 
cut thefr- losses and have 
pulled oiit or declined to 
'enter Wimbledon. 

Their absence leaves the 
field open to the big hitters. 
Because so few players are 
experienced on grass, 
Wunbledon is ihe one grand 
slam event in which organis- 
ers do not stick ri^dly to the 
rankings when choosing the 
seedings. 

Ivamsmc is concerned 
that with the squeezing of the 
grass circuit and the deliber- 
ate slowing of other surfaces, 
the serve-and-voUeyer is on 
the decline. 

‘Th^ are slowing the sur- 
face of indoor courts and on 
clay they are malting the 
courts slower and then usin« 
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s^ef bail^' ’ he-^d. 

"Soon tiiere will only be g 
baseliaeers like the Spanish in ' 
die top 10... Michael Stich is 
going, Boris (Becker) has 
raa^ two more yeans. Then 
there are not many of us left," 
he said. 

He bad no patience with 
those who considered the big 
servers' game dull. 

"You don't come to a grass 
tournament to watch rallies 
— things have moved on 
since IS years ago when they 
played from the back. Tennis 
is improving all tbe time." 

TVo evenly-matched big 
servers can also produce 
intense excitement. 

Ivanisevic's 20-18 tie-break 
marathon in the third set of 
his semifinal with Rusedski 
had the Queen's crowd on the 
edge of their seats watching 
the sort of absorbing tennis 
duel that would grace any 
surface. 

And Russia's Yevgeny 
K^elnikov, French Open 
winner last year and semi- 
finahst this year, showed that 
aJl-rounders can still prosper 
on grass when he beat 
Becker in the semifinaJ of the 
Halle grass tournament on 
Sunday and went on to win 
the title with victory over 
Petr Korda. 

Chang, for one. is not giv- 
ing up on grass. -Given the 
choice of winning a grand 
slam 1 would always say 
Wimbledon." he said in a 
newspaper interview. 

_ ^ In part probably because 

It s such a prestigious event 

and partly because it's a tour- 
nament people don't think 1 
can Win." 

Hundreds of thousands will 
flock to Wimbledon fronyi.. 

millions more 
^ televisions 

to watch Chang and his ilk 
take on the big boys 

And. among the ace.s and 
smashes, maybe this year 

finesse will flourish. 


Tom Cruise... in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

CORCORD ' 

Michael Jordan..An 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Mabil fc Hiaham'a mieatre- 

'I^L: 625155 


The actors are 

on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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U.S. athletics finds new 
star in Marion Jones 


bled U.S athletics found a 

1 f on the 

day^of the National Chamqiionships. 

the 100m on Fnday, became ihe first 
woman to^ the double in nine years whS 

redded her own personal best, and 
tte best distance in the world this year. She 
^so edged veteran U.S. star Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee by two centimetres. 

Joyner-Kersee, 35, had won the seven 
previous national titles in the longiump,bat 
says this will be her last season. Her nmner- 
up finish was enough to put her on the U.S. 
team for the world championships in 
Athens August 2-10. 

Joyner-Kersee, Olympic champion anri 
two-time world champion in the long jump, 
was in the lead with her fifth of six jumps 
when Jones responded with her winning 


Like Joyner-Kersee before her, Jones also 
starred in basked^ in hig^ sdnol and at 
university. As a first-year stndoit at die 
Uoiversi^ of North Onolina she was the 
starting pc^t gn^ on the national champi- 
onship team. 

Bat basketball cut into her athledcs train- 
ing. And last year foot stress ftactures pre- 
vented her tom training for the 1996 
Olynqiic trials. 

Jones said h was a dnill to beat ber idol, 
but mostly she was glad to be healthy and 
competitive. 

'll just feels good to be back in track full- 
time and con^iecing at a level 1 expea to 
con:^)ete aC* she s^. ^This is where my 
future is aL” 

Joyner-Kersee said she expected Jones to 
be around for a long time. **I’ve always 
admired Marion, even when she was in hi^ 
school,*' Joyner- Kersee said. **She has great 
talent and is a great competitor, and that is 
a deadly combinadcHi.*’ 


MaiMlla and heat get better of Kuerten 


BOLOC^)iA> Italy fR) — 
Felix Ma^la of Spain 
recoverediftom a set down 
to beat a tired and heat- 
ytricken Gustavo Kuerten, 
'?the French Open Champi- 
on, in the final of ^e 
Bologna '' International 
Clay-Court Tournament on 
Sunday. . 

Mantilla, the tourna- 
ment's second seed, ended 
the Brazilian's winning 
streak of 16 matches. 

Ranke^E6.in the world, 
MantiUaiti%ame only the 
fourth Spa^ard to win the 
Bologna''jroumament, tri- 
umphing’ 6-2 6-1 in 
sweltering beat to earn his 
second ATP title. 


A wild card entry to the 
tournament. Mantilla 
pounced on a string of 
errors by his 20-year-old 
opponent, who was seeded 
ei^th. 

Kuerten, a hero in Brazil 
following his surprise vic- 
tory in die French Open last 
Sunday, appeared well 
below his recent form. 

Kuerten started well but 
appeared to wilt in the 
humid 32 Celsius (90 
Fahrenheit) heat, twice 
summoning the tournament 
doctor in third set He 
was given a salt and miner- 
al tablet to combat dehydra- 
tion. 

Mantilla looked cool and 


composed as he carefully 
plac^ his shots past the 
stranded Brazilian. 

At 3-0 down in the final 
set, the crowd generously 
applauded the Brazilian, 
aware be was in trouble. He 
managed to pull one game 
back on his service bat 
again at changeover looked 
in trouble as he sai down 
with an ice-pack on the 
back of his neck. 

Kuerten later recovered 
sufficiently to partner com- 
patriot Fernando Meligeni 
to a 6-2 7-S doubles final 
victory over Americans 
Dave Randall and Jack 
Waite in cooler conditions. 


Tauziat 

wins 

DFS 

Classic 

title 


BIR.MINGHAM. England 
(R) — Nathalie Tauziat of 
France beat Yayuk Basuki 
of Indonesia 2-6 6-2 6-2 to 
win the DFS Gassic at 
Edgbaston on Sunday, a 
year after she was beaten in 
the 1996 final. 

The second seed's victory 
followed her 6-4 6-4 tri- 
umph earlier in the day 
over Australian Kristine 
Kunce, who had to qualify 
for the event 

That success seemed to 
take a toll in the final 
against fourth seed Basuki 
when she lost five games in 
succession in the first set 
against the Indonesian. 

But Tauziat turned it 
around in the second set by 
winning fiv’e games in a 
TOW herself for a 5-0 lead. 

When she broke Basuki's 
serve 4-2 in the final set. 
the Indonesian bad no 
reply. 

Basuki also had a busy 
day at the rain-delayed 
event, she had knocked out 
top-seeded Irina Spirlea of 
Romania 7-6 6-1 in her 
semifinal an hour before 
the final . 

Spirlea had in turn ousted 
Dominique Van Roost of 
Belgium 6-4 6-4 in a morn- 
ing quarter-final. 


Capello aims to take Milan back to the top 


MILAN (AFP) — Fabio 
CapeUo pledged on Monday 
to take AC Nfiian back to tb<!< 
vtop of Italian football next 
-^season, when he will be 
coaching a new-look team 
without room for Roberto 
Baggio. 

Capello, who left here last 
summer for Real Madrid, 
announced bis return imme- 
diately after Real won the 
Spanish championship at the 
weekend. 

The Italian coach had 
guided Milan to four league 
titles and the European Cup 
during bis five seasons in 
charge. Zn his absence, die 
club had their worst season 
in IS years — finishing 1 1th 
in the Sene A. 

‘^e're going to be starting 
aftesh aftCT a very bad sea- 
son, and there's every reason 
to think the next one is going 
to be beaer," Capello told the 
Gazzetta Dello Sport. 

“NClan cannot get things 
■ " wong for two seasons on the 
troL" C^iello said be would 
not be making predictions. 

“There’s no point trying to 
make calculations over what 
can be won or lost next sea- 
son — Milan simply have to 
win matches, that's all. And 
[hot’s whA' we’ll be setting 
out to do,". 1 m said. 

**Tbe Ttaiiaa Cup will be of 
secondary^'importance. and 
since we*!^*^ not in a Euro- 
pean con^etitioQ, we’ll be 
coDcentra^ng everything on 
the champronship. So at least 
we'll have one advantage 
over the other sides — we 
won’t be devoting our ener- 
gies to anything else." 

Capello, who will be tak- 
ing over from Arrigo Sacchi 
for a second time here, pre- 
dicted changes in the side — 

. --^Efa some-important arrivals 
equa^- important depar- 
tnres. 

Asked tiaoSn Baggio and 
playmaker^Jejan Savicevic, 
Ca^O revealed: “they’re 
bo^ on the market. But if 
they don’t find anything that 
suits them, they'll stay with 
us. 

*Tve .explained this to 
Baggio and be has under- 
stood that the club and I have 
decide on a programme of 
renewairpj./ 

Bag^j^i^as been linked 
with abroad or to 

Savicevic is 
h^g sgi^^by'French club 
Olymptqhe-Maffseille. 

As for Franco Baresi. who 
U beading upstairs'- for an 
. -;llMecuiive post at Milan, 
Capello he had nof 

tfi^ to persuade the leg- 


endary skipper to stay on for 
a 21st season. 

• “No, because as Fve said, 
it's time for new faces," 
Capello said. “Bm Fm glad 
that he’s staying at ^Glan as 
a club executive.** 

There is now a two-man 
race for the captain’s arm- 
band, between !l^1o Maldi- 
nj, ^pper of the Italian 
Nation^ Team, and Alessan- 
dro Costaenrta. 

As for the new arrivals, 
Capello was most excited 
about Dutch striker Patrick 
Kluivert. 

*116'$ a great centre for- 
ward...Kluivert and George 


Weab can match Ronaldo," 
he said. 

The 20-year-old Brazilian, 
who belp^ Bobby Robson’s 
Barcelona win the European 
Cup Winners Cup, is still 
hoping to complete his on- 
off transfer to Inter Milan. 

Capello has Inter on a list 
of four clubs standing in 
Milan’s way of another 
league trium^ next season. 

“Juventus, by tradition," be 
said, “but Lazio have also 
built up an exceUent squad 
and then there's Parma, 
especially if they manage to 
sign Deitilson, who we had 
wanted to Ining to Madrid 


ALMOST BRAND NEW BMW 3181 




(bUTYVNPAlb) 1 

For sale in an almost brand new 
condition a BMW 31 8i. Duty unpaid, 
model 95/96. Arourtd 25,000km, 
ABS, air-conditioning, air bags, 
automatic shift, power steering, 
factory installed alarm, side impact 
reinforced cabin, white colour. One 
owner since factory delivery. 

If interested please call Joumana at 
6^001 morning or 601875 evening 


last September. 

“And naturally there are 
our cousins (Inter Milan), 
with Ronaldo." 

(Ilapello, meanwhile, had 
no explanation for Milan's 
recent miserable season, 
which included a 6-1 defeat 
to Juventus at San Siro and 
surrender in the group phase 
of the European Champions 
League. 

“I still find h inexplicable," 
he said, “because I was con- 
vinced that Milan would 
have a great season." 


LOST 

A family registration book 
and two American passports. 
I, Fayez Mahmoud 
Mohammad Bani 
Mohammad, hereby 
announces that I have lost 
my own family reglstratipn 
book, issued in Jerash, 
and two American 
passports of my daughters 
Ayah and Batoul issued in 
California. In which 
registration numbers and 
dates of issuance I do not 
recall. 

If found, please hand over 
to the nearest police 
station or call 

Tel. 247897. 

A reward will be gra nted to 
anyone who finds them. 


Job Opportunity 


A leading bank in Jordan is seeking to employ qualified personal 
to fill the following vacant positions:- 

Private Banking Manazerj^ 

Candidates must have at least the following qualifications;- 

* A University degree 

* 15 years experience in the same field 

* Good command of the English Language 

* Computer Literate 

ffeoA of correspondent Bankim ^- , 

Candidates must Imve at least the following qualifications:- 

* A University degree - 

. * 10 years experience in the same field 
+ Good command of the English Language 

* Computer literate and has the ability to deal with SWIFT 

operations. 

Please send CVs not later than 30/6/97 to the following address;- 

Job Opportunity 

P.O.Box(927301)Postal Code (11110) 

Amman - Jordan 


Schumacher wins in 
Montreal to regain lead 


MONTREAL (R) — 
Twice world champion 
Michael Schumacher of 
Germany regained the 
lead in the World Dri- 
vers Championship in 
chaotic and exceptional 
circumstances when 
the crash-hit Canadian 
Grand Prix was brought 
to an early end Sunday. 
Schumacher, in his 

Ferrari, was leading 
after SS of the the 69 
scheduled laps when 
the race was red- 
flagged to a halt three 
laps after Frenchman 
Olivier Panis had 
crashed heavily in his 
Prost car. 

Panis was lifted care- 
fully from the wreck- 
age of his vehicle, put 
on a stretcher and taken 
to the circuit medical 
centre while the race 
continued behind a 
safety car before being 
stopped. 

Schumacher was 
declared the victor by 
2.7 seconds ahead of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi 
in a Benetton and Ital- 
ian Giancarlo Fisichel- 
la in a Jordan. 

But he was fortunate 
to win because Briton 
David Coulthard, who 
was in a commanding 
31 seconds lead after 
50 laps, lost the ascen- 
dancy when he stalled 
after a pit stop and also 
because local hero and 
championship favourite 
Jacques Vilfeneuve of 
Canada had crashed out 
of the race in his 




French driver Olivier Panis in action during the Canadian Grand Prix. June 15. 
Panis crashed his car into a wall and sustain^ injuries after 55 of the 69 scheduled 
laps when the race was red-flagged to a hah three laps after the crash (Reuters photo) 



JD 325 Only 

JBor 7 Days f 6 Nights at 

HAWAnSEACH 

Limassol 

Deluxe 5 Star Hotel 

Ticket+Aecomm. +Breal^kst 

Limited offer and quantity till 25/07/97 

Call US now at ; 

BMfom Tourr. Green Arrow 
2WL 698180181 Tel. 6819S9 

Bax 689307 Bax 681831 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITHOHAASKAniP 
« TA»«AH HIRSCH 
eiMTAewMMMaSMw n 

ANSWERS TO UTEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.1 • Neither vulnerable, os irump ae the looser eii'il. 

South veu hold: 

Q. 4 -'Aa South, vulnerable, you 
*qi0fB4 910 vAB»« *AK5 hold- 


German Michael Schumacher dri\*es his Ferrari to victory in the Canadian Grand Prix in 
Montreal, June 15. The race was halted after 56 laps when Olirier Panis crashed his Prosl- 
Mugen-Honda and Schumacher was awarded the victory (Reuters photo) 

Williams on the second i 

lap. --I 

I FOR RENT 

A oice groupd floor apartment, well 
furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms ECT., 
garage, telephone and garden. 

1m Location: Gardens Zone. 

. TeL: 674184 - 687412 


•A1093S TAIOO <A8 «A72 


The bidding has proceeded: 

SOinn WERT NOBTu EAST The hiddinc has pneetdvd 

_U Pan IT Pna SOLTU WEST NORTH 


Whai do you bid sov? 

A - It M simply a matter of 
whether your hand ia good enough 
for a high rererae or whether you 
aluMiJd to content with a quiet two 
sp^cs. Your intermediates and the 
poir of aeo-Unga should away you u 
three djomonda. If you even con- 
templated bidding some number of 
no inimp, ihere'a o lot you need in 
learn about biddinid 

Q. Z • Both vulneraMe, aa South 
you hold' 

OQJ973 ?S'42 CI08S aQ3 

The biddinji; proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1* Dbl X* Pom 

Pbh DU Paai * 

What aeuoB do you take? 

A • Partner, w)io surely haa a 
spade void, is sdU doubling for 
takeout. To Ibrceyou to bid at the 
three-ievcl.'Nerth slieuld have a 
preU; good hand and you con 
expect to eonwibute two or three 
irielts to the deiense. Convert to 
penalties by passing. 

Q. 3 • Both Tuloeratrie, as South 
yon hold: 

4QBS I7AQ10 »SQ93 aAJIO 

The bidding haa proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Past 17 lA 
7 

What do you bid now? 

A - Without East’s inienrentien, a 
jump to two no trump would ha>‘e 
been dear. Now you have to dedde 
Iimween the same action despite a 
laniaiive holding in the enemy suit, 
or a jump to thr« taeons with only 
three-card Support and no ruHing 
value. Our vote goes to two no 


SOUTU WEST NORTH EAST 
INT Pui 2* Paw 
2* Pom S* Pbm 

What action do you ukc’’ 

A • 'nus Is simply a quo&ljon of 
valuation The four occs and ruffing 
\-aluc make this hand worth morv 
like 19 poinu than 16. To treat it aa 
a minimum und poM is a gross 
dereliction of duty. Bid four spades, 
confidently 

Q.6 • Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

*AR8 TVotd 4AKJT4 *Q»M43 

TTw bidding has proceeded' 

SOUTH WEST NVRTH EAST 
10 Pbm Itk Pbh 

n 

do you bid now’* 

A • Partner's spade respuruv haa 
unproved your band consideral^y 
Had North bad one heart, you would 
have been worth only a two-club 
rebid. Now we feel you must do 
more, so we opt for three clubs — 
and will treed warily for the rest of 
the auction. 

6 • Neitlier Vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

SAB76S 9AT OAQB *543 

T)ic bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I* Past 2* PUm 

as 

Wliai do you tad now? 

A • Obviously, the choice lies 
betu'een two no trump or lu'o 
spodes. Hands with a wealth of aces 
usually play belter in a .<iuit cdr- 
traet. but tiy not to rebid weak five- 
card nuijon) if there is an oltenia- 
tiva. Here the spade suit is so s)iod- 
dy that wc would opt for two no 
trump. 


Happy hours are 
here to stay... 

eo 

ACCURATE' 

^^^armonic 

SWISS MADE 

The fi7ie art of zoatchmakins is stunniugly 
evident in this range of fine zoatches made in 
S’lVitzsrland. They combine traditional Swiss 
quality and distincthv, ccnUempvmry style lu 
avite laitdies dua endure tlje 'passage of 
thne with grace and elegance. n 


' SelU'xititlir.^ 

' 25 Jrrelf 
' Sapphin 
Crystal 
' V'drious Dial 
Colours 
Available 
' One Vur 
/iif«nuri«Rgl 
WamiRf; 


• • . \ ‘ff . ' . ' f 








ACCUTIME LTD 


a anomi* feuia«f>i 

International Center For Watches, Amman, 
Jordan, Tel: 612 837 
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Sinead cancels Jerusalem 
concert after death threats 


OCCUPED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Irish singer 
Sinead O’connor 

announced Monday that she 
was cancelling a pro- peace 
concert due to be held in 
Jerusalem this week 
because of death threats 
from suspected Jewish 
extremists. 

The concert had been 
scheduled to be held 
Saturday as part of a week- 
long series of events organ- 
ised by Israeli and 
Palestinian women’s organ- 
isations who support 
Palestinian cl aims to 
Israeli-occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

**I cannot put in danger the 
lives of my two children, 
my musicians and my tech- 
nicians, so 1 have decided to 
cancel this concert,** Ms. 
O'connor said in a message 
sent to Daphna Golan, one 
of the event's organisers. 

“I still support whatever is 
needed to help resolve the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
without violence.*' Ms. 
O’connor s^d, adding that 
she would dedicate her next 
album to peace in the 
Middle East Rwanda and 
Northern Ireland. 

Ms. Golan told AFP that 
anonymous death threats 
against Ms. O’connor had 
been received by the Irish 
and British embassies in Tel 
Aviv, apparently coming 


iiom extreme right-wing 
Jewish groups. 

“We truly regret this can- 
cellation.'' said Ms. Golan, 
of the Israeli feminist group 
Bat Shalom, which together 
with its Palestinian counter- 
part, the Jerusalem Centre 
for Women, organised this 
week's events on the theme 
“sharing Jerusalem — two 
capitals for two states.*’ 

An Israeli militant Itamar 
Ben Gvir of the far-right 
group Ideological Front 
claimed credit for forcing 
Ms. O'connor to cancel her 
concert although be 
stopped short of saying the 
death threats came from his 
movement. 

“It's largely thanks to our 
intervention ±at the concert 
was cancelled," Mr. Ben 
Gvir said on Israel army 
radio without elaborating. 

The ideological Iront was 
formed after Israel out- 
lawed the anti-Arab Kach 
movement in 1994. 

Jerusalem Mayor Ebud 
Olmert a leading figure in 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
Likud Party and a fierce 
opponent of Palestinian 
claims over east Jerusalem, 
welcomed the cancellation 
of the Ms. O'connor con- 
cert. 

However, he claimed the 
decision was taken because 
organisers had failed to sell 


enough tickets rather than 
due to reported death 
threats. 

In a statement, Mr. Olmert 
accused the organisers of 
trying “to fool the munici- 
pality by organising a polit- 
ical rally under the cover of 
a peace coDcert." 

Ms. Golan denied Mr. 
Olmeit's statement, saying 
2,000 tickets had been sold 
for Ms. O'Connor's concert 
in the past three days. The 
event was to have been held 
at a small outdoor 
arophitbeatre under the 
walls of Jerusalem's Old 
City. 

Israel occupied east 
Jerusalem in the 1967 
Mideast war and unilateral- 
ly annexed it as part of it's 
“eternal" capital. 

Israel promised under the 
Oslo peace accords to nego- 
tiate the future of the east- 
ern sector of the city with 
the Palestinians, who want 
to make east Jerusalem the 
capital of a future state. 

But since coming to 
power a year ago, Mr. 
Netanyahu has said Israeli 
sovereignty over all 
Jerusalem is non-nego- 
tiable. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s decision 
in March to build a large 
new Jewish bousing project 
in ±e east of the city 
plunged peace talks with the 
Palestinians into crisis. 


Trial of Japanese Red Army 
members resumes in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
trial of five members of foe 
Japanese Red Army extrem- 
ist group facing forgery 
charges resumed here 
Monday with testimony 
hrom witnesses for foe pros- 
ecution. 

The Beirut bdidinal court 
heard testimony ffom pros- 
ecution wimesses before 
adjourning until July 7, 
when foe defence will pre- 
sent its case. 

The four men and one 
woman arrested Feb. 15 are 
charged with falsifying doc- 
uments, using false pass- 
ports and illegally entering 
and residing in Lebanon — 
charges which carry jail 
sentences of up to seven 
years. 

However, the five ageing 
Japanese have not been 
charged with any offences 
relating to their member- 
ship of foe Japanese Red 
Army, which carried out a 
string of bloody terrorist 
attacks in Asia. Europe and 


foe Middle East in foe 
1970s. 

Monday's brief session 
was devoted to testimony 
from prosecution wimesses 
members of foe State 
Security Agency which 
arrested the Japanese Red 
Army members and carried 
out preliminary interroga- 
tions. 

On trial arc Kozo 
Okamoto, 49, foe sole sur- 
vivor of a 1972 attack on 
Tel Aviv’s Lod airport 
which left more than two 
dozen people dead, Kazuo 
Tohira, 44, Haro Wako. 48, 
Masao AdachL 57, and foe 
sole woman. Mariko 
Yamamoto, 57. 

Security was tight at foe 
Beirut courtroom for foe 
second day of foe trial 
which began on June 9 and 
photographers were banned 
from talung pictures of foe 
defendants. 

Japanese lawyer Osarau 
Kawamura has arrived irom 
Tokyo to help defend foe 


Cohen hails troop presence in 
Kuwait to counter Iran, Iraq 


CAMP DOHA (AFP) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen hailed U.S. 
troops in Kuwait Monday 
as a “premier example of 
power projection" and 
warned that Iran and Iraq 
still threatened foe region. 

Flanked by Palladin 
artiliery pieces and M-1 
Abrams tanks. Mr. Cohen 
said Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein had not given up 
his goal of breaking U.N. 
sanctions and dividing foe 
U.S.-led coalition against 
him. 

“He's constantly probing 
any which way he can to 
find any weakness in our 
force levels, and foe soli- 
darity of our allies,” Mr. 
Cohen told troops assem- 
bled here. 

Enough U.S. tanks and 
fighting vehicles — some 
3,300 in all — are stored 
here to outfit three combat 
battalions on short notice in 
foe event of hostilities. 

An average 2,700 U.S. 
troops are in foe Gulf state 
at any given time, training 
in foe desert a few miles 
from foe Iraqi border. 

An infantry battalion 
from Fort Hood Texas. ju.st 
finished deploying here for 
exercises designed to give 
foe United States a continu- 
ous presence in Kuwait, 
which was overrun by Iraqi 
forces in 1990, triggering 
foe Gulf war. 

Mr. Cohen, who arrived in 
Kuwait Sun^y on the sec- 
ond stop of a Gulf tour, met 


with foe defence minister 
and foreign minister 
Sunday evening and with 
foe emir before departing 
for Bahrain. 

A senior defence official 
said foe U.S. policy of dual 
containment of Iran and 
Iraq was at foe top of the 
agenda here. 

Mr. Cohen also was 
emphasising to the 
Kuwaitis foe importance of 
using U.S. military equip- 
ment so that their two miU- 
taries could operate togeth- 
er better, a senior defence 
official said. 

Kuwait is considering 
acquiring a Chinese field 
artillery system, but foe 
United States is pushing for 
the Palladin. a U.S.-made 
system. British and South 
African artillery systems 
also are in competition. 

’The reason it's important 
is because of foe inter-oper- 
ability issue — to fight foe 
common fight," foe ofilcial 
said. 

In his speech to foe 
troops, Mr. Cohen raised 
foe concerns here over 
force protection, which 
have heightened with foe 
approach of foe anniversary 
of the June 25, 1996 terror- 
ist bombing in Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia. 

Tt’s a high threat area," 
Mr. Cohen said. “You have 
to remain on alert at all 
time. There is something 
called Iraq that we’re all 
concerned about." 


five, who already have a 
defence team of some 100 
attorneys rallied by 
Lebanese and Palestinian 
leftist groups, intellectuals, 
deputies and even govern- 
ment ministers. 

Mr. Kawsunura is accom- 
panied by an interpreter. 
Tasuku Yamato, a member 
of an organisation for foe 
rights of political prisoners. 

Japan's ambassador to 
Lebanon has urged the gov- 
ernment to agree to foe 
extradition of foe five and 
repeated foe call in a maga- 
zine interview. 

’"We hope foe (Lebanese) 
government will adopt foe 
right position and hand foe 
arrest^ people over to us." 
Ambassador Yasuji Ishigaid 
told foe weekly magazine in 
Lebanon. 

Japan and Lebanon are 
not linked by an extradition 
treaty, and it is up to foe 
Lebanese cabinet to decide 
whether to hand over foe 
five after foe trial ends. 

Keep Lenin's body 


display but 
not in Red 
Square — Kremlin 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Kremlin on Monday said 
Lenin's body could kept 
on display as long as it is 
moved from Red Square, 
acknowledging that foe 
founder of communism 
still enjoyed a “cult" fol- 
lowing 73 years after his 
death. 

The announcement by 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
legal advisor Mikhail 
Krasnov appeared to be a 
sop to communists and 
nationalists who have 
rejected proposals to bury 
Lenin’s body. 

Mr. Krasnov told Itar- 
Tass news agency that foe 
mausoleum must be closed 
and Lenin's body moved 
from Red Square, “foe 
heart of Russia," because 
be symbolises foe past of 
one-party rule in a new 
multi-party Russia. 

“However, we cannot 
stop taking into account 
those for whom Lenin's 
body represents a kind of 
cult and who would like to 
kneel before him.’’ Mr. 
Krasnov said. 'That’s pos- 
sible, but not on Red 
Square.” **We must know 
what is on foe minds of foe 
specialists, priests, quite 
simply wise and intelligent 
people." he added. 




PARLIAMENTARIANS STAND FOR A SHOT: Deputy Khalid Messaoudi talks with two deputies from 
the south of Algeria on Monday as file inaugural session of the new multi-parfy pM liament was held fol- 
lowing the June 5 elections. No one party dominates the national assembly (AFP photo) 

Khatami may appoint woman as 
cabinet minister in historical act 


TEHRAN (AP) — For foe 
first time since the 1979 rev- 
olution brought the Islamic 
Republic to power, a woman 
will serve as a minister in a 
cabinet in Iran, a newsp^r 
reported Monday. 

The English-language Iran 
News said it had “confinned 
reports" that a woman would 
be given foe post of health 
minister after president-elect 
Mohammed Khatami suc- 
ceeds his ally. President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani! in early 
August Mr. Rafsanjani will 
step down after two, four- 
year terms, as required by 
law. 


Two women legislators. 
Fatemeh Ramazanzadeh and 
(^io^iyeh Seyed Alavi, are 
foe front-runners for foe post 
said the paper, which is close 
to foe government and often 
has reliable inside infomia- 

tiOD. 

Bofo women are members 
of foe 270-seat majlis, or par- 
liament and Ms. 
Ramazanzadeh is a gynecol- 
ogist 

The appointment of a 
woman would mark a bold 
symbolic move by Mr. 
IQiaiami. a moderate cleric 
who won a landslide victory 
last month. 


Before foe election, he had 
hinted at his willin^ess to 
name a woman to Us cabi- 
net telling the women’s 
mag.t7inp ZaDOD that he saw 
“no obstacle to women 
becoming minis ters in the 
government" 

Unlike more conservative 
Islamic countries like Saudi 
Arabia, where women are 
not even allowed to drive, 
women in Iran w<^ and run 
businesses. Seventeen serve 
in foe majlis, but so far foe 
government bas barred them 
from holding senior posi- 
tions. 

Mr. Kh atami ’s overwhelm- 


ing victory over Pariiament 
Speaker All Akbar Nateq 
Nouii was seen as a protest 
vote a gainst die hard-line 
clerical establishment which 
backed Mr. Nateq Nouri. 

Mr. Khatami is not expea- 
ed to bring radical chases in 
Iran's Islamic government. 
But it is believed that he will 
Ijy to moderate foe strict 
Muslim code enforced by the 
hardliners, which bans satel- 
lite dishes and requires that 
women be veiled. 

Women and young Ir anians 
fed up with foe strict rules 
were foe force behind Mr. 
Khatami’s election. 


Erbakan’s expected resignation 
a turning point in Ibrkey crisis 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Tujkey’s politicd crisis is 
beaded for a turning point 
Wednesday when Islamist 
Pnine Minister Necmetiin 
Erbakan is expected to resign 
so his conservative coalition 
partner Tansu Ciller can take 
over as premier and tiy to 
defuse tension with foe army. 

But a lack of parliamenta^ 
support threatens the planned 
handover, and even if Ms. 
Ciller does become premier, 
she will find it extremely dif- 
ficult to mend ties with foe 
pro-secular military, analysts 
said Monday. 

‘Mr. Erbakan will present 
his resignation to Pt^idenc 
Suleyman Demiiel 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m..’’ a 
senior aide to Ms. Ciller told 
reportefs here Sunday. 

Tt is clear that this govern- 
ment can no longer provide 
solutions to foe problems of 
Turicey." Mehmet Golhan 
said, admitting that the coali- 
tion government of Erbakan's 
pro-Islamist Welfare Par^ 
and Ms. Ciller's True Path 
Party “had caused an increase 


of tension in society." 

The handover move was 
widely seen as a way of 
avoiding foe growing threat 
of a coup in Tunfoey, where the 
milita^ views itself as tiie 
guardian of foe country's 
stria secular trafotions and 
has long been wary of die 
government's pro-klamist 
riant 

But R> obtain a cnicial vote 
of confidence for Ms. Ciller’s 
Prime Ministiy, the ruling 
partners desperately need the 
support of the extreme-right 
Gra^ Union Party, which has 
a key eight-mento groiq> in 
foe S50-^t parliament 

Grand Union, which has 
traditionally backed Mr. 
Erbakan’s government in par- 
liameotary votes, says it is 
still und^ided on whether to 
support Ms. Ciller, and bas 
aln^y turned down an offer 
to take pan in the new cabi- 
net 

Moeover, when Mr. 
Erbakan resigns to pave foe 
way for Ms. CtUer, foe presi- 
dent has foe constimtional 
tight to appoint Mesut 


Yilmaz, foe conservative 
main of^ioritioa leader, as 
prime minister insread. Mr. 
ViimaT’s Motherland Paaty 
bas a larger number of pariia- 
mentary seals foan Ms. 
Ciller's True Path. 

Another possibihiy is diat 
continued defections by True 
Path deputies would further 
isolate Mr. Erbakan and Ms. 
Cillen In foe last duee weeks, 
five Ciller dqiuties have 
resigned fiom foe party and 
two calnnet minister quit die 
goveroment in protest at con- 
tinued partneiship wifo die 
Islamists. 

A tq) Ms. Ciller aide, 
Minister for Foeign Trade 
Ayfer YUroaz. told reporters 
Monday that she may also 
refuse to take part in foe new 
government 

One political analyst fold 
AFP tba the poweifril aimy 
wanted bofo Mr. Erbakan and 
Ms. CiDer out of the govern- 
ment Ms. Cfllei; foe analyst 
said, was equally disliked in 
the militaiy ranks for bringmg 
foe Island^ to power by set- 
ting up an alliaiice wifo tham 


last year. 

Mr. Erbakan’s agreement to 
cede the prime ministiy to 
Ms. Ciller came last week 
after foe army openly accused 
his Welfare for the fiist time 
of attempting fo indte its sup- 
porters against die secular 
re gime . 

A seDuv general told a rare 
briefing iw journalists last 
Wedmsday diat “the army is 
decided fo use aO possible 
means to fight subversive reli- 
^ous movements ” which foe 
military sees as foe biggest 
direat facing foe republic. 

General Fevri Tuikeri, 
uiteUigence chief at the 
Dnkish gp-neial sraffF, said 
“religious fundamentalism 
has fiourisbed foning this 
govenunent’s term." 

Fsfaiaring political tenslcMis 
have caused public fears of an 
approaching army coup 
alfoough top nulitary com- 
manders have so far ruled out 
die possibility. 

The Turi^ army has 
staged three ccMips in the last 
37 years on foe grounds of 
protecting the state. 


Saudi court wants proof 
from heirs in nurses’ trial 


DUBAI (R) — A Saudi court 
demanded legal proof within 
a week that foe brother of an 
Australian nurse killed in 
Saudi Arabia is her heir, 
vfoich can give him foe power 
to decide about life or death 
for the accused, the defence 
lawyossaid. 

The Islamic Sharia court 
called for the evidence 
Sunday when it resumed foe 
trial of British nurses Deborah 
Pany. 38. and Lucille 
McLauchlan. 31. They are 
diatged with murdering their 
55-year-oId colleague Yvonne 
Gilford in December at a 
medical complex in the east- 
etn Saudi city of Dhahran. 

If th^ are found guilfy of 
murdering GUftx'd, they may 
face the deafo penalty, which 
in Saudi Arabia is tra^donal- 
ly public beheading by the 
sword. 

The court also refused to 


accept foe power of attomey 
fix>m the victim's mother to 
her son Frank Gilftxd “until it 
is established that foe power 
of attomey was given when 
Mrs ML GUfoid was men- 
tally conqietent," foe defen- 
dants* lawyer Salah Hejailan 
said in a statement. 

The victim's 84-year-old 
mother Muriel sufim from 
Alzheimer's disease and lives 
in a nursing borne in 
Australia. 

“Preferably, the court would 
like a new power of atfomey 
to be given, together wifo evi- 
dence before foe notary pub- 
lic or otherwise tiiac Mrs. 
MI.. Gilford is now mentally 
competent" die statement 
sent to Reuters said. 

It srid foe court in foe city of 
Khobar near Dhahran had 
asked for a private conference 
wifo the British and 
Australian ctmsuls before 


Sund^’s proceedings began. 
It did not give any details of 
foe meeting. 

*Tbe court adjourned foe 
proceedings untQ Monday, 23 
June 1997, in order to allow 
the Gilfeid femily adficient 
time to satisfy the court’s 
requirements,'' it added. 

The court had eaiiier 
adjourned on May IS to give 
foe victim's family foree 
weeks to consider a pie-ver- 
dkt settlement which craild 
spare the muses’ lives if they 
were convicted. 

Islamic Sharia law enforced 
in Saudi Arabia ^ows the 
victim’s family to d^de for 
or against execution if the 
court detennines capital pun- 
ishment is foe apprcyriara 
sentence. (Alford’s brother 
Hank has said he fhvouis foe 
deafo penalty. 

Alternatively, the victim’s 
family could ask for finanriai 


recompense, which is com- 
monly known as “blood 
mcmey.” 

De^te letters by tiie two 
muses appealing for foe 
Gilfbrds' cooperation, foe 
parties did not come u> a set- 
tlement before Sunday's ss- 
sion, the defence lawyers 
said. 

The court now wanted an 
official statement from the 
Gilfotds outliniiig their view 
on a possible execution 
befoe it reaches a verdict, the 
lawyers’ statement 

‘The court wishes to obtain 
a clear and aufooritative state- 
ment of -foe position of foe 
actual heir or heus as to any 
death peoal^ i^ch may be 
found K> ^i^ly, before turning 
then to the public aspea of 
the case, which... concerns foe 
baric issue of innocence- or 
guilt," the finn said. 


Israeli n<Hlrugs 
party urns 
foaddfest 

BET SHE'AN, Israel (AFP) 
— Only after a soldier dove 
into an empty swimming pool 
did Israeli p^ce guarding an 
“anti-drugs" party begin to 
suspea participants were 
more foan just hi^ on life, 
the Maariv newsiraper report- 
ed Sunday. The “dregless fes- 
tival” was organised over the 
weekend by a non-profit anti- 
drug organisation in tins 
northern town and was chap- 
eroned by 200 adults and 30 
local policemen, the newspa- 
per srid. But police suspect 
foat hundreds of youngsters 
at the party used ecstasy, acid, 
LSD or marijuana, officers 
told the daily. Twenty-one 
persons were arrested for 
drug offences, including two 
soldiers, one of whom had 
tried to take a swim in the 
empty pool. “It’s obvious 
what happened foere." one 
participant told Maariv. “The 
way people moved and foe 
glazed lo^ in their eyes plus 
the widespread smc4te 
showed that we’re definitely - 
taUdng about a drug party." 
he said. Israel has been wag- 
ing a widespread anti-drug 
campaign this year follow'ing 
a marked upsurge in illegal 
dreg use. 

Drug abuse and 
indiscipline rife 
in British army 

LONDON (AFP) — Di^ 
abuse, indiscipline and vio- 
lent crime are widespread in 
many units of the British 
army, a Sunday newspaper 
reported. The Sunday *nmes 
quoted figures released to it 
by the Ministry of Defence 
\^cfa showed convictions of 
soldieis and officers bad risen 
by a record 36 per cent to 
^9. representing a faster 
increase than in any previous 
year. The total number of , 
drugs convictions also rose ' 
1:^ SO per cent to 38 for 1995. 
foe latest year for which fig- 
ures were available, ^ 
weekly said. Regiments that 
have recently affected 
include the life guards and the 
Scots guards, bofo of which 
took part with Queen 
Elizabefo II in Saturday's 
annual Trooping the Colour 
ceremony to mark the 
monarch's official birthday. 
The paper srid that military 
commanders are increasingly 
concerned by foscipline prob- 
lems. 

CTinton a ^spoiled 
brat’ — Republican 
leader 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

Senate Republican leader 
Trent Lon on Sunday accused^ 
President Bill Clinton of act- 
ing like a “spoQed brat" in a 
spat over tax cuts. ’*He acts 
1^ a spoiled bniL He thinks 
be’s got to have it his way .or 
no way." Senator Trent Lott 
said on die ABC programme 
“this week." Lott and other 
Republicans have been wran- 
gling wifo the White House 
over tax cut proposals in a 
deal to balance foe Federal 
budget Fresidoit Clinton on 
Sunday declined to be drawn 
into a slanging match with the 
powerfeJ Republican leader. 

“I wish him a h£qipy father's 
day." the president told 
reporters after a holiday 
brunch wifo his wife and 
daughter at a local riverside 
lestauranL 

More than 1,000 
people have AIDS 
in Iran — mmlstpr 

DUBAI (R) — - More than 
1,000 people in Iran suffer 
firom AIDS and most of them 
contracted the disease 
through sexual contact. Iran’s 
Health Minister Alireza 
Maraodi said Monday. “The 
total number of people who 
have got AIDS in Iran stands 
at 1,047, wifo 70 to 80 per 
cent of them crauracting the 
deadly disease through sexual 
contacts,’’ Marandi said in 
comments carried, by foe offi- 
cial Iranian news agency 
IRNA. The mimster, speak- 
ing at a one-day symposium 
on the disease, said the test of 
the AIDS victims amonj cA 
Iran’s 60 million people had^ 
beoi infected by contaminat- 
ed blood. 
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